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1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1
This document sets out details of a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) by Cotswold Archaeology (CA) for an archaeological evaluation of land at Cwrt Llechrhyd, Llanelwedd, Powys (centred at NGR: SO 0263 5314) (Fig 1) at the request of Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, on behalf of Alun Griffiths Ltd.
1.2
This WSI has been guided in its composition by the Standard and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation (IFA 2001) and the Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991).
2.
BACKGROUND
2.1
Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd. working on behalf of Alun Griffiths Ltd. to undertake the Cultural Heritage assessment for the proposed A470 Cwmbach to Newbridge-on-Wye road improvement has identified the need for evaluation trial trenching of an area of land adjacent to Court Farm (Cwrt Llechrhryd). Jacobs has been commissioned to manage the procurement and supervise this scheme of archaeological evaluation.

2.2
The existing A470 road runs from Cardiff to Glan Conwy and is one of the main north to south routes through Wales. The proposed A470 road improvement consists of building a new 5.5km (3.5 mile) long single carriageway road which will straighten a section of the road from north of Builth Wells to Newbridge-on-Wye.  Following the guidelines set out in the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) a desk based study, walk over survey, geophysical survey, and consultation with Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT) and Cadw were undertaken.

2.3
Previous work on the scheme was undertaken in 1995 by Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT, Report No. 129, 1995) and Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust (GGAT, Report No. 95/082, 1995) on behalf of Powys County Council. These assessments consisted of a deskbased study followed by the implementation of field evaluation, such as trial trenching and earthworks surveys at five sites. As a result of the further information obtained from the evaluations in the area adjacent to Court Farm (Cwrt Llechrhyd) the SAM area was extended by Cadw in September 1997.

2.4
In 2005 Jacobs undertook a revised cultural heritage assessment of 5 route options and 2 relief road options for the proposed route on behalf of the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG). The assessment further recommended that a geophysical evaluation was undertaken in the area adjacent to the Court Farm (Cwrt Llechrhyd) SAM to uncover the full extent of the site.  In 2007 W S Atkins, commissioned a geophysical survey on behalf of WAG (undertaken by Stratascan Limited) to examine the area adjacent to the Court Farm (Cwrt Llechrhyd) SAM (Stratascan, 2007).
2.5
The geophysical survey showed that there were a number of geophysical anomalies in the area indicating a high potential for the survival of further archaeological features in this area. As a result of the geophysical survey, further work, in the form of trial trenching, is required in this area to examine in more detail these features and identify with more certainty their value and nature. The evaluation is designed to identify any potential archaeological remains adjacent to the footprint of proposed road, and to enable the need for, and scope of, any mitigation measures to be determined.

3.
OBJECTIVES
3.1
The objectives of the evaluation are to provide data on the date, character, quality, survival and extent of the archaeological deposits within the application area in order that an informed decision on their importance in a local, regional or national context can be made. This information will clarify whether any remains are of sufficient importance to warrant consideration for preservation in situ, or alternatively form the basis of mitigation measures that may seek to limit damage to significant remains.

3.2
More specific aims and objectives of the evaluation are as follows:

to identify, investigate and record the potential archaeological features identified by the geophysical survey to the extent possible by the methods put forward in this specification;

· 

to determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any further archaeological remains present;

to determine (so far as possible) the stratigraphic sequence and dating of the deposits or features identified;

establish the ecofactual and palaeoenvironmental potential of archaeological deposits and features;

to assess the potential impact of the scheme on any remains or deposits encountered to enable a mitigation strategy to be proposed; and

· 

to disseminate the results through deposition of an ordered archive at the museums stipulated the deposition of a detailed report at CPAT's Regional Historic Environment Record (HER), and publication at a level of detail appropriate to the significance of the results.

4.
FIELD METHODOLOGY

4.1
The evaluation comprises the excavation of 20 trenches varying in length from approximately 6m to 30m (see attached plan for proposed trench locations).  
4.2
The position of each trench will be recorded on a general site plan compiled at an appropriate scale. In consultation with Jacobs and Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust Curatorial Section (CPAT), the proposed layout may be revised if affected by live services etc.

4.3
All trenches will be excavated by a mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless grading bucket. All machining will be conducted under archaeological supervision and will cease when the first archaeological horizon or natural substrate is revealed (whichever is encountered first). Excavation will continue by hand thereafter.

4.4
Following machining, all archaeological features revealed will be planned and recorded in accordance with Technical Manual 1 Fieldwork Recording Manual (CA 2007). Each context will be recorded on a pro-forma context sheet by written and measured description; principal deposits will be recorded by drawn plans (scale 1:20 or 1:50 as appropriate) and sections (scale 1:10 or 1:20 as appropriate). Photographs (monochrome print, colour transparencies and digital) will be taken as appropriate. All finds and samples will be bagged separately and related to the context record. All artefacts will be recovered and retained for processing and analysis in accordance with Technical Manual 3 Treatment of Finds Immediately after Excavation (CA 1995).

4.5
Sample excavation of archaeological deposits will be limited to resolving questions identified in Section 3 above. At this stage there is no requirement to sample all archaeological features encountered. Where human remains are encountered, these will not normally be excavated, but will be planned and recorded in detail. Where excavation of human remains is required, this will be conducted following the regulations of the requisite Department for Justice licence. 

4.6
Due care will be taken to identify deposits which may have environmental potential, and where appropriate, a programme of environmental sampling will be initiated. Samples will be taken, processed and assessed for potential in accordance with Technical Manual 2 The Taking and Processing of Environmental and Other Samples from Archaeological Sites (CA 2003).

4.7
Upon completion of the evaluation all trenches will be backfilled by mechanical excavator.

4.8
CA will comply fully with the provisions of the Treasure Act 1996 and the Code of Practice referred to therein.
5.
STAFF AND TIMETABLE 
5.1
This project will be under the management of Clifford Bateman, MIFA, Project Manager, CA.

5.2
The staffing structure will be organised thus: the Project Manager will direct the overall conduct of the evaluation as required during the period of fieldwork. Day to day responsibility however will rest with the Project Leader who will be on-site throughout the project.

5.3
The field team will consist of a maximum of 4 officers (1 Project Officer, 1 Supervisor and 2 Archaeologists). 

5.4
It is envisaged that the project will require approximately two weeks fieldwork. Analysis of the results and subsequent reporting will take a further four weeks.

5.5
Specialists who will be invited to advise and report on specific aspects of the project as necessary are:



Ceramics 


Ed McSloy (CA)



Flint



Ed McSloy (CA)



Metalwork


Nina Crummy (Freelance Consultant)



Animal Bone


Dr Sylvia Warman (CA)



Human Bone


Harriett Ann Jacklin (ULAS) 



Environmental Remains
Dr Sylvia Warman (CA) – co-ordination



Conservation


Wiltshire County Council Conservation Laboratory


Geoarchaeology

Dr Keith Wilkinson (ARCA)



Geomatics


Robin Latour (CA)

5.6
Depending upon the nature of the deposits and artefacts encountered it may be necessary to consult other specialists not listed here. Details of these can be supplied as required.

6.
REPORTING AND ARCHIVING
6.1
Following completion of fieldwork all artefacts will be processed, assessed, conserved and packaged in accordance with CA Technical Manuals and the local Museum service guidelines. An ordered, indexed, and internally consistent site archive will be compiled in accordance with the specification presented in MAP2. 
6.2
An illustrated report will subsequently be compiled on the full results of the fieldwork and assessment of the artefacts, palaeoenvironmental deposits etc. Copies of the report will be distributed to the client in the first instance, and then to CPAT.

6.3
Should no further work be required, an ordered, indexed, and internally consistent site archive will be compiled in accordance with the specification presented in MAP II.

6.4
As the limited scope of this work is likely to restrict its publication value, it is anticipated that a short publication note only will be produced, suitable for inclusion within an appropriate local archaeological journal.

6.5
Subject to agreement with the legal landowner(s), CA will make arrangements with an appropriate local museum for the deposition of the site archive.
7.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
7.1
CA will conduct all works in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and all subsequent Health and Safety legislation, the CA Health, Safety and Welfare Policy (2003). 

8.
INSURANCES
8.1
CA holds Public Liability Insurance to a limit of £10,000,000 and Professional Indemnity Insurance to a limit of £5,000,000. No claims have been made or are pending against these policies in the last three years. 

9.
MONITORING
9.1
Notification of the start of site works will be made to CPAT Curatorial Section so that there will be opportunities to visit the site and check on the quality and progress of the work. 

10.
QUALITY ASSURANCE
10.1
CA is a Registered Archaeological Organisation (RAO) with the Institute of Field Archaeologists (RAO Ref. No. 8). As a RAO, CA endorses the Code of Conduct (IFA 1997) and the Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology (IFA 1997). All CA Project Managers, Project Officers and Senior Research Officers hold either full Member or Associate status within the IFA.

10.2
CA operates an internal quality assurance system in the following manner. Projects are overseen by a Project Manager who is responsible for the quality of the project.  The Project Manager reports to the Archaeological Director who bears ultimate responsibility for the conduct of all CA operations. Matters of policy and corporate strategy are determined by the Board of Directors, and in cases of dispute recourse may be made to the Chairman of the Board. 
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