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Tudno Castle Hotel, 
Vaughan Street, Llandudno 

Irene Garcia Rovira





This report has been prepared following the completion of  a Photographic (Level 2) Building 
Survey by Archaeology Wales Ltd. at Tudno Castle Hotel, Vaughan Street, Llandudno, for 
Tudno Developments Ltd. on  behalf of Opus Land (North) Ltd. The work was undertaken in 
advance of the proposed development and refurbishment (Conwy County Borough Council: 
0/40758) of a ‘Proposed 63 bedroom hotel, 3 nº restaurant units, 2 nº retail units and 1 nº 
business unit incorporating listed façade retention’. 

The development affects a hotel building and an associated garage that are of local and 
regional historical, archaeological and architectural significance.  

This report presents the results of the survey of the hotel building and an associated garage. 
The garage was surveyed on 9th December and the main elements of the hotel were surveyed 
on 6th of February. A return visit was made on 6th March to complete the recording of areas 
of the hotel that were not accessible at the time of the February visit. 
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Figure 9
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Figure 10
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Figure 11
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 Plate 1. View of Vaughan Street elevation, looking E. 

Plate 2. View of Vaughan Street elevation, looking E. 



 .Plate 3. View of main entrance looking E. 

Plate 4. Detail of entrance lantern,
looking N.



 Plate 5. Detail of entrance porch, looking S.

Plate 6. Detail of entrance porch, looking N.



Plate 7. View of Mostyn Broadway elevation, looking S.. 

Plate 8. View of Mostyn Broadway elevation, looking S.. 



.. Plate 9. View of eastern elevation, 
looking NW.

Plate 10. View of eastern elevation, 
looking NW.



.. 
Plate 11. View of extension 1, 
looking NW.

Plate 12. Detail of staircase leading to extension 1, looking W. 



Plate 13.View of extension 2, looking NW.

Plate 14. View of extension 2 and 3, 
looking N.



Plate 15.View of extension 3, looking N. 

Plate 16. View of side and rear elevations, looking SW. 



Plate 17. Detail of wall construction and 
alterations, looking W.

View of altered wall. Fireplace replaced for panelled wall. Looking E. Plate 18. 



Blocked door, subsequently decorated, looking N.  Plate 19.

Detail of decorated panel adjacent Plate 20.
to blocked door, looking S.



 Plate 21.View of kitchen 1, looking N.

Plate 22. Detail of kitchen 1, looking W. 



 Plate 23.View of kitchen 2, looking N.

Plate 24. View of kitchen 2 with original sash windows, looking S.



 Plate 25. Canted three-light window from ballroom, looking SE.

Plate 24. Blocked sash window from ballroom, looking SW.



 Plate 27. Storeyed canted three-light windows from ballroom, looking WSW.

Plate 28. Open area connecting ballroom with bar area, looking N.



Bar area, looking E. Plate 29.

Plate 30. Detail of blocked window using projected wall, looking SW.



 

 Plate 31. Projected wall evidencing different layers of decoration. Looking NW.

Plate 32. Projected wall evidencing different layers of decoration. Looking NW..



 

Plate 33. Detail of wall evidencing different layers of decoration, looking NW.

 

      Storeyed canted three-light windows from entrance area, looking NW.Plate 34.



 

 
Plate 35. Reception wall showing different layers of decoration, looking NNW.  

Plate 36. Reception area, looking NNW.
 



 

Plate 37.View of blocked door, reception area, looking E.

Plate 38. View of revolving door, looking W. 



 

 Plate 39. Blocked door predating current wall decoration, looking E.
 

      Canted three-light window, looking N.Plate 40. 



 Plate 41. Canted three-light window. Looking W.

Plate 42. Canted three-light window. Looking N.



 

 
Plate 43. Blocked doors predating current wall decoration, looking SE.

Plate 44. Blocked door predating current wall decoration, looking E.
 



 

Plate 45. Decorated bull’s eye window, 
looking SE.

 

      Canted five-light window, looking N.  Plate 46. 



 Plate 47. Iron grilled windows, looking ESE.

Plate 48. Detail of iron grilled windows, looking E.



 

   Canted five-light window, looking N.Plate 49. 

 Plate 50. Detail of wall paper and mirror decoration, looking ESE.



.. Plate 51.     

Plate 52. 

Original brickwork, looking S. 

View of toilet facilities, looking SE. 



 

 Plate 53. Dividing wall between Room 1 
and 2, looking ESE.

  View of Room 1 with canted three-light window, looking SSW.Plate 54. 



 View of corridor looking SSE with Plate 55.
centre bar sash window, looking SSE.

Plate 56. Location of original fireplace. Room 2, looking N.

.



 

.

View of Room 2 with storeyed canted three-light window, looking SSW. Plate 57.

View of Room 3 with round headed sash window, looking W. Plate 58.



 

View of staircase, looking E.Plate 59.

Plate 60. View of original communal bathroom, looking E.



 View of Room 4, with storeyed canted three-light window, looking W.Plate 61.

View of Room 5, with storeyed canted three-light window, looking W. Plate 62.



 
Remaining evidence of original fireplace. Room 5, looking S. Plate 63.

Plate 64. View of Room 6 with round headed 
sash window, above main entrance, 
looking W.



 Plate 65. Detail of centre bar sash window. Room 9, looking E.
.

Plate 66. Original door frame. Room 9, 
looking SW.



 
Plate 67. Light box above door. Room 9, looking E . 

  View of Room 8. Storeyed canted three-light window blocked by wall addition, Plate 68. 
looking N.



 Location of original fireplace. Room 8, looking E. Plate 69.

View of Room 8. Storeyed canted three-light window blocked by wall addition. 
 

Plate 70. 
Looking N.



 

 

View of Room 7 with storeyed canted three-light window, looking W. Plate 71.

Plate 72. View of Room 7. Storeyed canted
three-light window blocked by wall
addition, looking N. 



 

 Plate 73. View of Room 7. Canted three-light window blocked by wall addition
looking N. 

 Plate 74. .View of Room 7. Ensuite bathroom. Door blocked, looking NE.



 

 

 Plate 75. View of Room 11 with rounded head sash window, looking N. 

Plate 76. Detail of blocked door from 
Room 12, looking W.



 

 

Plate 77. View of round-headed sash
windows from Room 13, looking ENE.

View of blocked round-headed sash window from Room 13 and en-suite bathroom, Plate 78.
looking SE.



 

 

View of Room 12, with round-headed sash window and multiple layers of Plate 79. 
wall paper, looking NE.

View of Room 11 with round-headed sash window and modern electrical Plate 80. 
fittings, looking SSE.



 

 Plate 81. View of Room 1 with round-headed sash window and access to Room 11, 
looking SSW.

 Plate 82. View of staircase with original communal bathroom facilities, looking E. .



 

 Plate 83. View of Room 2, with round-headed sash window and multiple layers of wall paper,
looking SSW

Plate 84. View of Room 3, with round-headed sash window and multiple layers of wall 
paper, looking SW.

.



 

 Plate 85. Detail of light box, Room 10, looking W.

Plate 86. View of Room 10 with centre bar window, looking E. .



 

 Plate 87. View of Room 9 with centre bar window and ensuite bathroom, looking E.

Plate 88. View of corridor, looking S. .



 

 Plate 89. View of Room 5 with round-headed sash window, looking SW.

Plate 90. View of corridor with elevator, looking E. .



.. Plate 91.     

Plate 92.

View of staircase, looking E 

Detail of electrical fitting from Room 7, looking E.



 

 Plate 93. Location of original fireplace Room 7, looking E.

Plate 94. Detail of electrical fitting from Room 6, looking S. .



 

 Plate 95. Detail of electrical fitting from Room 6, looking S.

Plate 96. Location of original fireplace from Room 6, looking S. .



 

 Plate 97. Location of original fireplace from Room 6, looking S.

Plate 98. View of Room 6 with round-headed sash window, looking N..



 

 Plate 99. View of Room 6 with round-headed sash window, looking W.

Plate 100. View of Room 8 with round-headed sash window, looking NNW..



 

 Plate 101. View of corridor looking E.

Plate 102.View of original fireplace, looking W. .



 

 Plate 103. View of corridor, looking S.

Plate 104. View of corridor, looking S. .



 

 Plate 105. View of attic window, looking W.

Plate 106. View of attic window, looking W. .



.. 

Plate 108. View of basement corridor, looking W.

    
Plate 107. View of attic window, looking E.



.. Plate 109. View of room addition, 
looking ESE.

    

Plate 110a. Canted five-light window currently blocked, looking NE.



.. Plate 110. Canted five-light window 
currently blocked, looking NE.

    

Plate 111. Toilet facilities, looking N.

,  



.. Plate 112. View of wall addition, 
looking NE.

   

Plate 113. Toilet facilities, looking NE.



.. Plate 114. Meter room, looking SSW.    

Plate 115. Storage room, looking S.



.. Plate 116. Meter room, looking S.    

Plate 117. Kitchen area, looking SSW.



.. Plate 118. Bar area, looking E.    

Plate 119. From kitchen, view to cellar. Looking S.



.. Plate 120. View to cellar, looking E.    

Plate 121. Bar space, looking W.



 

 Plate 122. Bar area, looking E.

Plate 123. Bar area, looking E. .



.. 

Plate 125. 

    
Plate 124. Toilet facilities, looking NW.

Original construction materials, looking NNE.



 

 Plate 126. Original fireplace, looking SSW.

Plate 127. View of room affected by fire, looking NW. .



Plate 128. View of western wall of facade. Looking south. 

Plate 129. Main garage entrance. Looking south. 



Plate 130. View of entrance. Looking southeast. 

Plate 131. East facing wall of ground floor interior, with dado rail.



Plate 132. Detail of door track/slide - no longer in use

Plate 133. Remains of early door, subsequently transformed into
a window which is currently blocked. Eastern facing interior wall.



Plate 134. Detail of sash window. Eastern facing interior wall.

Plate 135. East facing wall. 1960’s Window subsequently repaired. North
facing wall with back entrance. Not original. Scale 2m



Plate 136. East facing wall. 1960’s Window subsequently repaired. North
facing wall with back entrance. Not original. 

Plate 137. North facing wall. Inset blocked window transformed into
schelving.



Plate 138. Modern studded wall. Facing west. 

Plate 139. West facing wall. 



Plate 140. West facing wall with dado rail. 

Plate 141. Possible vent, west facing wall.



Plate 142. West facing wall. 

Plate 143. Blocked vent, west facing wall. 



Plate 144. South and west facing wall. 

Plate 145. View of entrance from inside. 



Plate 146. View of garage facade. 

Plate 147. Detail of corbel.



Plate 148. Oblique view of west facing exterior wall with corbels. 

Plate 149. Detail of repair or alteration of possible 
window or vent.



Plate 150.  View showing relationship between garage adn circuit wall.

Plate 151. View of back entrance. Windows and doors are not original and



Plate 152. Detail of back entrances

Plate 153. Detail of window hood.



Plate 154. Detail of door associated to internal studded wall
room.

Plate 155. Detail of first floor window. 



Plate 156. View of cast iron guttering.

Plate 157. Detail shot of switch.



Plate 158. Detail of wooden lintel.

Plate 159. 1960’s Window with hood. Pebble dashed wall, east facing.



Plate 160. View of east facing wall. 

Plate 161.  First floor, looking west. 



Plate 162. First floor, looking south. 

Plate 163. First floor, looking north. 



east facing wall. Scale 2m

Plate 164. First floor sealing. 

Plate 165. Detail of first floor door and exterior stair case, 
east facing wall.



Plate 167. Detail of exterior stair case and doorway/window. Scale 2m

Plate 166. Detail of first floor door and exterior stair case, east facing
wall.



Plate 168. Outbuilding attached to garage behind facade wall.
West facing wall.

Plate 169. Detail of roof. 



Plate 170. . Detail of roof.

Plate 171. Detail of circuit wall.



Plate 172. Modern alteration of circuit wall. Scale 2m 

Plate 173. Circuit wall viewed  from back entrance.



Plate 174. Detail of circuit wall viewed from back entrance.
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This Written Scheme of Investigations details a proposal for Archaeological Building 
Investigation and Recording, with Level 2 survey, in advance of the proposed 
development ‘Proposed 63 bedroom hotel, 3 nº restaurant units, 2 nº retail units and 1 
nº business unit incorporating listed façade retention’, at Tudno Castle Hotel, 
Llandudno, Conwy, LL30 1YL. It has been prepared by Archaeology Wales Ltd for 
Allison Pike Partnership Ltd. 

The development, with Planning Application Number DC/0/40758, affects a building 
that is of local and regional historical, archaeological and/or architectural 
significance. The Conwy County Borough Council grants permission for the 
development and Listed Building Consent (DC/0/40759), under condition of the 
completion of a complete programme of Archaeological Building Investigation and 
Recording: Photographic Survey Level 2. This document will serve also as a Written 
Scheme of Investigations to be approved by the Local Planning Authority prior 
commencement of the works.

/0/40759

The desirability of preserving an ancient monument and its setting is a 
material consideration in determining a planning application, whether that monument 
is scheduled or unscheduled. Where nationally important archaeological remains, 
whether scheduled or not, and their settings are likely to be affected by proposed 
development, there should be a presumption in favour of their physical preservation in 



situ. In cases involving lesser archaeological remains, local planning authorities will 
need to weight the relative importance of archaeology against other factors, including 
the need for the proposed development

“The works (including demolition works) hereby permitted shall not 
commence until a photographic survey record of the interior of the 
building has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. 

Reason: To record the character of the Listed Building and its features 
of special architectural or historic interest.” 



Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing 
Buildings or Structures



Recording of site 

Photographic Survey methodology 



Results of photographic survey 



Monitoring

Submitting photographs 



Approved photographic records 

Deposition of records 

Final reporting 



Health & Safety at Work Act



Standard and guidance for the 
archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures.

Guidance for applicants 
undertaking general photographic surveys for planning purposes



SITE

Figure 1: Location map of site, 1:30,000
0 50 100 150 200 km



SITE

Figure 2: Location map of site, 1:7,500
0 100 200 300 400 m



Figure 3: Plan of existing buildings on site, from developers supplied information, 1:200

N



Archaeology Wales

Archaeology Wales Limited
The Reading Room, Town Hall, Llanidloes, SY18 6BN
Tel: +44 (0) 1686 440371

Email: admin@arch-wales.co.uk
Company Directors: Mark Houiston MCIfA & Jill Houliston
Company Registered No. 7440770 (England & Wales)
Registered Office: Morgan Griffiths LLP, Cross Chambers
9 High Street, Newtown, Powys, SY16 2NY 
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