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Non-Technical Summary 
 
In December 2017 Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) carried out an archaeological watching 
brief at Arwystli Group Medical Centre, Mount Lane, Llanidloes, Powys SY18 6EZ. The 
work was to fulfil Condition 3 of the associated Planning Application No. P/2017/0887.  
 
The land lies within the historic core of the medieval settlement of Llanidloes and 
approximately 50m to the east of the postulated site of Llanidloes Castle, which lies at 
the western end of Mount Lane, close to, or to the south of the present site of the Mount 
Inn public house. No archaeological features were identified during the watching brief. 
 
This watching brief was undertaken to the Chartered Institute for Archaeologist’s 
‘Standards and Guidance: for an archaeological watching brief’ (2014) and current Health 
and Safety legislation. 
 
  

1  Introduction 
1.1  Location and Scope of Work 

 
In December 2017 Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) carried out an archaeological watching 
brief Arwystli Group Medical Centre, Mount Lane, Llanidloes (Powys) SY18 6EZ (SH51626 
70743) on behalf of Arwystli Group Medical Centre (Figure 1 and 2). The associated 
Planning Application No. is P/2017/0887.  

 
The land lies within the historic core of the medieval settlement of Llanidloes and 
approximately 50m to the east of the postulated site of Llanidloes Castle, which lies at 
the western end of Mount Lane, close to, or to the south of the present site of the Mount 
Inn public house. No archaeological features were identified during the watching brief. 
 
The following report provides details of the results of the work undertaken. The project 
was managed by Mark Houliston, AW Managing Director, and undertaken by Irma 
Bernardus. The AW Project Number is 2584 and the Site Code MPL/18/WB. 
 

1.2  Geology and Topography 

 
The site is located in the garden area at the back (east) of the Medical Practice, on land 
to the west of the Community Centre, both of which front Mount Land to the north. 
The underlying geology is composed of Caerau Mudstone Formations overlain by river 
terrace deposits of sand and gravel (BSG 2017). 
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1.3  Archaeological and Historical Background 

 
The land lies within the historic core of the medieval settlement of Llanidloes and 
approximately 50m to the east of the postulated site of Llanidloes Castle, which lies at 
the western end of Mount Lane, close to, or to the south of the present site of the Mount 
Inn public house. 
 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken in 1996 during the construction of an 
extension to the Health Centre, on the supposed site of the motte and bailey castle, but 
failed to identify any archaeological remains (Gibson 1996). 
 
Subsequently, in 2009 a Desk-based Assessment and Field Evaluation was undertaken 
by Cambrian Archaeological Projects (Smith 2009) on a plot (PRN1538) located 
approximately 40.0m to the west of the current development site.  
 
The Desk-based Assessment also highlighted evidence for the possible location of a 
motte and bailey castle in the area. However, no medieval archaeology was identified 
and no traces of the supposed castle were found. The evaluation demonstrated that, 
were a castle ever to have stood on the site, no trace remains.  

 
 

2  Aims and Objectives 
 
2.1 Watching Brief 

2.1.1 The aims of an archaeological watching brief, as defined by the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA, 2014) are: 

 

• To allow, within the resources available, the preservation by record of 
archaeological deposits, the presence and nature of which could not be 
established (or established with sufficient accuracy) in advance of 
development or other potentially disruptive works; 

• To provide an opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to 
signal to all interested parties, before the destruction of the material in 
question, that an archaeological find has been made for which the 
resources allocated to the watching brief itself are not sufficient to support 
treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard; 

• To establish and make available information about the archaeological 
resource existing on the site. 
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3  Methodology 
  

3.1 Fieldwork 
 
The work was undertaken to meet the standard required by The Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologist’s Standard and Guidance for Watching Briefs (2014). 
 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during all intrusive ground works 
associated with the development. The main ground works included the removal of trees 
and landscaping associated with the construction of the car park. 
 
Ground works were undertaken using a JCB equipped with a flat-bladed bucket, and 
were monitored by a suitable qualified archaeologist until the formation level or the 
upper limit of the natural substrate has been reached. 
 
The work was undertaken to meet the standard required by the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologist’s Standard and Guidance for Watching Briefs (2014). 
 
The watching brief archaeologist was afforded the required access by the main 
contractor in order to observe and, where necessary to record any archaeological 
remains revealed. Ground work was not undertaken without the presence of the site 
archaeologist. The site archaeologist recorded finds and less significant archaeological 
deposits and features without significant delay to the work program. 
   

4   Results of the Watching Brief (Figure 2; Plates 1-6) 
 
4.1 General (see plates 1-6) 
 
The area monitored measured approximately 400 m2 (Figure 2). The watching brief 
archaeologist monitored all groundworks to the levels required for the construction of 
the car park.  
 
The natural substrate (005) was only partly uncovered in the SE of site. (005) was firm 
mid-brown clayey silt with inclusions of small stones and gravel. (005) was encountered 
at a depth of 0.87m.  

A linear ditch [006] was cut into natural (005), and located to the SE of the development 
area running on a NE-SW alignment. [006] was 2m long (within the watching brief area) 
and 0.45m wide. A terminal end was evidenced at the SW of [006], and the remaining 
feature was observed to have been heavily truncated during the installation of a modern 
electricity cable.  
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[006] was filled by (007). The latter was a deposit of firm black-dark grey silt with 
inclusions of small stones and gravel. (007) was 2m long and 0.45m wide and contained 
modern finds, such as coal, pottery fragments, glass, animal bone, and domestic waste 
within the fill. [006] was interpreted as being modern scarring from landscaping 
associated with the demolition of the dental practice 15 years ago. [006] was overlaid 
by (004). 

Deposit (004) was encountered across the entirety of the site, and was characterised as 
being a black-dark brown clay loam. (004) had inclusions of small stones and grit within 
the deposit, along with an abundance of modern domestic waste, such as CBM, coal, 
rubble, pottery and glass. (004) was up to 0.30m deep and was heavily truncated by 
tree roots. (004) layer was interpreted as being re-deposited, same as (002) and (003) 
as it lies directly on top of the natural geology (005), again probably due to modern 
landscaping in this area. Deposit (004) was overlaid by deposit (003).  

Deposit (003) was only encountered at the southern end of the watching brief area. 
(003) was characterised as a moderate – firm compacted silty clay, that was mid-grey 
brown in colour with frequent inclusions of small stones up to 0.8m in size. (003) was 
up to 0.14m deep with coal pieces present in the deposit, though these were infrequent, 
no other finds were present in the deposit. (003) was interpreted as being a re-deposited 
layer, same as (002) that has occurred from previous landscaping. Deposit (003) was 
overlaid by deposit (002).  

Deposit (002) was a mid-brown, grey silty clay with inclusions of small stones that were 
very frequent within the deposit. The stones measured up to 0.07m x 0.05m in size. 
(002) deposit was up to 0.18m deep across the southern area of the strip. No finds were 
recovered from (002), however pieces of coal were observed within the deposit, though 
these were very infrequent. (002) was interpreted as being a re-deposited layer that has 
occurred from previous landscaping in the area of the watching brief. Deposit (002) was 
overlaid by topsoil (001).  

Topsoil (001) was present across the entirety of the site. (001) topsoil was a black to 
mid-grey silty clay loam that was moderately compact. (001) was 0.12m deep across the 
strip area, no finds were recovered from (001). 

 

 
4.1 The Finds 
 
The finds were all from the late 19th and early 20th century they comprise a total of 
thirteen items and were found in the same context as modern building material. The 
exact composition of finds is displayed in the table below. They were considered most 
likely to be waste from a modern landscaping after demolition fifteen years ago. 
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Context No Description 
Amou

nt 
Weig

ht 
Kept/Dis
c. 

          
004 Industrial Produced White Ware;  4 29 Discarded 

  
late 19th Century to early 20th 
Century       

004 3 Vessel (one jar with metal lid)  4 194 Discarded 
  and 1 window sherd; 20th Century       

004 Mouth piece; late 19th Century  1 4 Discarded 
     

007 Industrial Produced White Ware;  2 15 Discarded 

  
late 19th Century to early 20th 
Century       

007 Industrial Produced Yellow Ware;  1 31 Discarded 

  
late 19th Century to early 20th 
Century       

007 Part of leg bone 1 39 Discarded 
          
          
  Total finds:       
  Pottery 7     
  Glass 4     
  Tobacco Clay Pipe 1     
  Animal bone 1     
  Total: 13     

 
 
 

5 Overall Interpretation 
 
The area monitored by the watching brief was located in close proximity to the postulated 
site of Llanidloes Castle. However, during the work, no archaeological features or finds 
pre-dating modern times were encountered.  
 
All finds were discovered within contexts (004) and (007) and all were dated to the late 
19th or early 20th Century. Given the modern dating of the finds and the context that 
contained them, which also containing modern building materials, it is likely they were 
deposited during the landscaping of the area that followed the destruction of the dental 
practice fifteen years ago. 
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Plate 1. Exposed power cable, looking south.
Scale 2m

Plate 2. General working shot, looking north-east. 



Plate 3. Representative section at the southern end of the site, looking south-west.
Scale 1m

Plate 4. Rubble deposit at the eastern side of the site, looking east. Scale 1m



Plate 5. Site after levelling ground, looking south-west. Scale 2m

Plate 6. Site after levelling ground, looking north-east. Scale 2m
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