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- TECHNICAL REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION: m Zpn
(1) The Assbtent sl o . 1t Fightar Group, AAP. . met oo .Septembar 10, 192

and determined the following:
(2) Place, date, and time of sccident September. /., 1942.
1010 VALLEY
(3) /ireraft station .. Orgh88 Ftr Sq AAF
(4 Alreraft model ... P=38F ... A. C. No. .Wd=7671.

(5) Date ascvepted from contractor .June.15,.1942.. ...
(6) Total hours 95:20.. Hours singe overhaul .. New....__.__ R
(7) Engine model . V=L710=49 _ _V=1710-53 . . __ .
O Bagle G Moo ol oo o

LO. . LIAA=3L56R. 141=33706 0. ...........

(9) Extent of am.. to

L. O. ﬂ e U SR
(10) Total engine boun L

L. O. L L RI1.95:20 R.O. ...
(11) Eugine hours sinee overhaul

L. O. LI New.. RIL - RO

(12) Purpose of flight ......GUONArY (7.7

(18) Took of from . ATCHAM -7 Time .. 0910

(14) Weather at time of accident. (If weather was a causal factor
attach coples of weather report and forecast for the flight.)

(15) Pilot (name and rank)Walter E. Bestgen,. 2nd Lt.
(16) Pilot’s station ........ ATCHAN

(17) Reg. Army....... Res., ext. duty. . X... Res., inactive.......
Res., 14day ......... Grad. cadet ......... Student .........
Other (specify)

(18) Org.—assigned L8th Fighter. ﬁqmdmn, AAE

(19) Org.—attached for flying
(20) Regular duties assigned .......Pilot.

(21) Ortdnl.“ pilot rating and dateBatied Pilat. .
(22) Total pilot hours 334240 ... Hours on this model .94 240
(23) Hours per month last 3 months
M) Ad305 . (...Ak3:55 . 3__AO0:A5
mBI=14, P=38D .

(24) Models flown last 3 months {(2)P=38E S
_ l(®P=38F

(25) Secure from Flight Surgeon, if pilot error is & causal factor:
Was there any physical or neuropsychic condition which

L‘rﬂ_i-‘,lp

Nw'vmlut&mmwa :

statement of the conditioa

s 6 o0 By to
o or No. ...
- X 3 e u d‘.mm ~n~um-
@n e
RESULTS TO PERSONNEL % % % CAUSES
-mmnm Almic|p JRvpe. of Sndgmants Lot u;‘ Ue,
Poor technique, PN 1 f‘ 430
DU ﬁ """" 5 ; ; l ERROR Disobediencs of orders, N
Name, rank, and status, ae; Regular Army, l-.-c. i ! .ﬁ" Carelessness o negligencs,
/P_| Walter E. Bestgen, 2nd Lt 24 1 100 Supervisory personsel
/_.____B.nnm_m»dad_hm:_él,‘i_ L L E Malstenance personnal,
i Other, personnel,
] Fuel system,
| Cooling system,
»f Ignition system,
| Lubrication system,
Rm Engine structure,
Propaller and accessories,
Engine
I
! |
| | i
ok
2 surfaces,
Mate- 5tablijzing surtaces; struts, wires, snd Sittaga,
XS Wings,;
mﬂ—wmhwu | cﬁt Landing gear; struts, wires, fittings, and retract. mech.,
= " ’ '38!8 Wheels, tires, and brakes,
(Check one only) Fuselage, engine mount and fittings,
A=Collislons in full fiight with other atreraft, Cowling, falring, snd fttings,
OI&W mhummmmmm;l Tall wheel assembly and skid,
: C—8pias or stalls following engine fallure, i Miscellaneous (specily),
D—8pins or stalls without engine fallure, i
A !(l)—-l-tmh-dh-dha. \ Undetermined,
~Complete wreck, % Rm—MWW‘V ‘_"I wd | liandling qualities,
.+ /| P—Landing sccidents, W T ; ‘1 lostruments,
B—Major overhaul, rng-pesTvan ) b & Misoell o (specity),
g ~| B—Tasiiog sccidents, |
g X [T ()—Tires in the uir, e _‘l Weather, -
1 (3)—Fires o the ground, | copa Darkness,
D—Minor damags, - i —; NEOUS , =
. X—Miscellaneoas, S R | s
—No damage, = ,:(_&A SRR 7_"_____7[__v | Undetermiped,
st g5 AN RESTRICTED Y
[reps k-’/ _[ %/ o & 2
’_——‘ g
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(28) Pior’s SratemenT (.mummmmmuymdm.am«u ditions, , and infl ing factors):

i
o

See attached Statement.

Signatura ... T e

(29) STATEMENT OF A\ _IDENT szm (gire complete causal statement, amplifying the pilot's statement where necessary

to explain the causcs,. .

: Reports from pilots in the same flight brought out the facts that Lt, Bestgen
was the sixth plane to land of a six ship formation; that there was a strong wind,
estimated at between 30 to 4O m.p.h., blowing at about 30° across the runway, and that
the wind had blown the soil and sand away from the end of the runway so that the
pavement was six to ten inches above the extension and cleared area at the end.

Lt. Bestgen's plane landed just before the paved runway, i. e, short of the
pavement, the nose wheel hit the beginning of the pavement and collapsed which caused
the plane to slide along on the nose of the gondola and motors., The impact bent
the booms and in general sprung the plane so that it will be a fourth echelon repair
Jobo 3

(30) RECOMMENDATIONS:

Each member of the Committee has reaa od XDBOTONBIDEK. NEOOROBO. TR
and understands A. C. Circular No. 15-14, o OO - - s e (Rask) (Desigoation)
:’:\"GR. 95-120, and N. A. C. A, No.

The above statement” and recommenda- | Signed

tions, and the classification and analysis & (Razk) ___ (Deslgnagjos)

-l{zowr tim tg: r:iveréeo hereof, are the concensus ) W :

T IET I . Signed MARK. J < HOURNE, Captain AC, Ass't Operations Officer
(Nane) (Ragk) (Designation)

(31) REMARKS AND He« OMMENDATIONS (accomplish only if this report is initiated at other than the vaﬁcclcl% Officer.,

RIS o o i s ety ) 8 ) AR ERNEL SO Lo SIEnetuRe

(32) REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

I concur in the analysis and recommendations of the above Aircraft Accident Officer.

Excrosunes (line cut those not applicable): Station ... At.cham, . ETQUS Date.S¢ptember 14, 1942

4 / Airplane (m Flight Report. p e \?%
m M Wshcsnan. Signature .._zm%_c,o, onel ,” Ajr Corps,

List ofdamared-pacts Commanding. |
Damage to-preperty-oertificate, A. C. Form 37
# 2 PetEE iy Statesant. .. - RESTRICTED o L e L

L ; : o’



Atcham 14th Fighter P-38F

S Gl e B a2 .
OATE STATION GROUP NO. AND TYPE AIRPLANE MODEL
& (5 - " . -—--__l*Bth Fishter u-7671 B
CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL ENGINCER CNEE L s SQUADRON NO AND TYPE AIRPLANE SERIAL NO.
— . g
s USE ALWAYS ENTER Dun{svmaogs. WHEN APPLI- | .
PERS. ! — PRINT PLAINLY — — AS CAEhngf:gfrzls:‘E-chwNo_?dékNFSJ:‘%ué%NT. | FLIGHT DATA
DIRECTED :
CLASS ! NAME — RANK — ORGANIZATION % LOCALLY | Giry TWw o 1| oury | Mo 1| DUty | N O 1| DUty | N on 1 TERMINALS AND MISSION |
i ’—»..—_- S——
 EREE 2 <7 3 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 8 9
FROM:
o e BCH) D P O Il e
21| BESTGEN, W. E. 2nd Lt. 6 1:00 : : : _Atcham ! i 09 10
| | l I '
1
:
Fan '__V_al.l___e_y___ ¢.10* 10
MISSION: [ wo.or |
Lllll’.l .
\\ :
¢ o1
13 FROM. ]
Q :
' b
---------------- '---—--—--
TO: -
. | .
: :
N TMIOIONL wo. or |
tl.'!l!lll
| |
FROM . '
i - s
1
% '1’3:""'"""""""; --------
i
1 3
___________ '
i MISSION: o or i
LANDINGY
l :
|
FROM: H
|
: 3
Ty o o o s e e g e
!
!
!
TR R e R e g ‘MIssioN: [wo or |
| Lansines
) H
FROM . ;
i ! :
: i '
[, D o e S e o | 2 T e i e gt s b Tk g e
! ' 3 : : | : ' :
- s l 1 T I ~___l | | MISSION: [ wo. or |
| _______________ [ iamoines
‘ Fo 0 e o pots . < = ! :
WAR DEPARTMENT | CHECKED: D mfr?; [j TOTAL
FORM NO. 1 FLIGHT REPORT - oreraTiONS LEGIBLE AND oren. | TIME ENTERED cew | ELIGHT 100
TENTATIVE-12-18-4) Ak _| CORRECT cLenx | ON FORM 1A cwer | VIME
LG IR T RN e SR ST Belivune 'lYVD CAMERICAN BALLS BOON €O IND. NMIAGARA FALLE R Y.




WAR DEPARTMENT

P T AR PP LT T

Somel: 1 A FLIGHT REPORT =~ encINEerING
TENTAT 1 41
INSPECTION STATUS SERVICING A TION OF TAKE-OFF
2 (CHECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TAKE-OFF)
ST oY | INSPECTED TODAY
HOURS | W FUEL oL
! ouE oy STATION 7} (GALLONS) (QUARTS)
3 |—
b 5 NO. 1 | NO. 2 NO. 3 NO. 4
s Z SERV- b N s LTS
| @ | ICED | TANKS SERV-| IN :szwv-l IN | SERV-| IN |SERV-| IN
t | | | 1ICED | TANKS ICED | TANKS| ICED | TANKS| ICED | TANKS.

1 150:00

1125500

ETEER

} {

CHECKED

I b

BA ML ; | 200:00 Sk : i Liir il ;nng____ |____} i ' SR % l—
Valves 7 1 206:00 S E i --" j_:______~ nu?' ! SRR, l_"__ b & I
Plugs - 200:00 : sTil | i ? ? ‘ | |
esracTion ok AUXIiAnY Koy J 0 | eans Ll L att iSin Ganae OVES AT
___ FuunMENT SYMDOL INSPECTED BY | STATION “": 5 ' 2 Wa.rning §’gtu Qut..
TROMENT | SRV / e S

SR S
G | Guenther| _ Atcham

ICATIONS | ' EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE
S IR IR WHEN THE “STATUS TODAY' 1S INDICATED BY A RED SYMBOL.
HAPHIC : Pl 0 S S AND AN "EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE'® HAS NOT EN GRANTED
UY AN AUTHORIZED LNGINLE@ING OFFICER, THE PILOT OF THE
10N s ' ek SRS AIRPLANE WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FLIGHT.
s ___I S S S LT RELEASED FOR { 1 W.E.B, a
i ™™ N i l N FLIGHT 3 & A R e
:‘ MAKS PILOTS AND MECHANICS - SEE INSTRUCTIONS INSIDE FRONT COVER. Bt Sy L S i
Approach was normal (110)M,P.H.). Plane touched down just | ecwowe | wot | woz | wos | wos
short of rise in level of runway, with tail low, As the ¥O DATE_ I
main gear struck the ledge, caused the ship to go forward 75 GATE ‘ A
on the nose wheel and break it off, The plane skidded to a o,:f’.f,::,_,i e t— |
st.op,on-,m,_nou,_cmgﬂ‘u&&o"oth props, nose of the | “f = ret ez
| gondola, both booms sprung, there being no evidence of [ ™" BT
|- { O DA !
. _vertical stabilizer striking ground. < ToURS
i? s/ 2nd Lt. Walter E. Bestgen |Amrianc|  rooay
é B et SN NG AT SR R b < SRR Lot TOTAL
¥  TOSISATRUECOPY.
i e Sl
k. s - HERBERT E.
§ s AR c‘pmn, m COrp',. P il
S N R B R RS S 2 N
2 i ENGINE DATA AIRPLANE DATA AIRPLANE ORG. DATA
4 i | i g
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i ! £ L3 = 3 4 e X - ; g
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e il “RESIRICTED”
September 4, 1942

STATEMENT

I, Walter E. Bestgen, 2nd Lt,, ASN 0-724680, was the pilot of P-38F
Airplane, Serial No. 41-7671 at 10300, September 4, 1942. After one hour
of cross country flying I came in for a normal approach at the Valley air
field, The indicated air-speed was approximately 110 ¥,P.H. when the plane
touched down just short of a rise in the level of the runway, with the
tail low, As the main-landing gear struck the ledge it caused the ship
to go forward on the nose wheel and break it off. The plane skidded to a stop
on its nose, causing damage to both propellere/'tbe nose of the fuselage,
both booms were sprung., There is no evidence of the vertical stabilizers
striking the ground, :

There was no injury to personnel and no damage to private property.

—

Walle &
WALTER E. BESTG
2nd Lieut,, Air Tbrps,
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