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Invesigator’s Handbook” issued by Office of Flying Safety, Headquarters, AAF,
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AEEG No. 41-Y59421 was cleared to land at Valley Airdrome on 6 August 1945
at 17167,

The aircraft was on final approach, at approximately 400 ft altitude, lined
up with runway in use with gear and flape down, airspeed 150 MPH coming in under
pover when right engine cut, When the right engine cut the pilot lost control
o the aircraft which pulled him atout 90° to right ofrunway. The pilot pulled [
off power on left engine to regain control of Aircraft, due to his low altitude,
airspeed 150 HPH with gear and flaps down, by cutting left engine, the pilot did .
not have sufficient eltitude to regein single engine operation. The pilot had
pulled the landing gear up, but the wheels had not completely retracted when the
aircraft crash landed, skidded about 75 yards, flipped over on its back and
tumed, (see diagram of Valley Airdrome) The pilot got out of the aircraft
before catching on fire escaping with only minor injury.

The engine and aircraft were burned to such an extent that it was unabdble
to determine the canse of engine failure, but according to statements from the
pilot everything wes functioning normal when he prepared to land the gas selector
valves had been switched to main tanks which held 200 gallons., There was no
cutting out, or noticable melfunction of engine or instruments prior to landing
and cylinder head temperatures was sald to have been 150° on downwind leg.

L/,’D
59

2. RECOMMENDATIONS
Power failure, no recommendations,
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PI1OT8S STATEMENT

\iet

Coming in on the down 'tm}.' \&o,land I put my gas selector valves
on main tanks which had aro ‘ alldns, Put on booster pumps, Mixtures in
full rich position, Props up to 2300 EPN, Slowed down aircraft to 150 and let

my wheels down, Everything checked OK, called tower and told them I was turning

on bage leg, Then I put down half flaps, power setting on both engines during
approach was 20 inches of manifold pressure. As I got closer to runway and all
lined up on the approach, I put down ‘he rest of my flaps, Few seconds later the
right engine stopped dead, The (1st) thing I did was get control of aircraft and
roll in my trim, (2nd) I added power to my good engine, (3rd) Ipick up my wheels.
(4th) I changed my gas selector valve from main back to auxilliary tank, Thought
maybe gas from main tank stopped flowing, Dead engine never started, IEngine
stopped 4t a’ (appr) altitude between 300 and 400 feet, My wheels were very slow

in trying to come up and I hit the ground on main gears and last thing I remembered
doing was chopping off power on good engine, Airplane turned over om its back,

I got out and ran away,

XENOPHON A, BENNOS



STATION WEATHER OFFICE
1407th AAF BASE UNIT
EUROPEAN DIVISION, AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND
APO 741 U. S. ARMY EJC/gws

19 August 1945

SUBJECT: Weather Repo:t.
T s+ Base Operations, 1407th AAFBU EDATC, APO 741, U. S. Army.
1. The weather at Vallay, Wales, at 17162, 6 fugust 1945, was as follows:

Scattered clouds (2/10) at 4000 feet, visibility 25 miles.
Wind - NNW, 25 -opoho’ gusty.

2. There was no marked change in the weather for the three hours period
7 / -—~4.. /
/ /

both preceding and following this time.

Major, Alr COrPO,
Station Weather Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS OPS ,JDR/rj
1407TH AAF BASE UNIT
EUROPEAN DIVISION, AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND
APO TH1 cfo PN NEM YORK, N.T,

360,33 20 August 1945

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Report of Major Accident, AAF Form No, 14,

0 t Commanding General, AAF, Winston Salem, N, C,
Attention: Chief, Flying Safety,

1, Transmitted herewith Report of Major Accident, AAF Form No, 14 for
A-26 B, lupl}ghlz.

JJICE C, WENT
let It,, Air Cérps.

Adjutant,
Incls: AAF Form No, 14
Statement of Pilot
Diagram of Airfield
Pictures
Weather Report
DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding General, AAF, Winston-Salem, ¥.C,
Attnt Chief, Flying Safety.
Commanding General, AAF, Washingtom 25, D.C,

(THRU CEANNELS)

Commanding General, Buropean Division, ATC (1400th

AAF Bage Unit) APO 741, U.S, ARMY (THRU CEANNELS)
Commanding Gemeral, Ninth Air Force, Station #472,

APOGSG. uo s. w. \:(.\
Commanding Officer, Strip A-74, Cambrai, Femmce, Vg
Medical Officer, 1407th AAF Bage Unit, Buropean 7

Divigion, ATC, APO 741, U.S. Army. //
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AIRCRAFT AND STATION
ATRCRAFT DAMAGE
PILOT NAME
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PERSONNEL INVOLVED
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OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY BRIEF NO c-1106
WASHINGTON
- 3 ~) }
p. o !z.‘ 4
:,: ::: :::: o; EE @: gg_.:‘.! North Wales
A=26 (L1~139412), Hgs, Station A-74, Cambrai, France
Lomplate wreck '
dat Lt. Xenophone A, Bennos
Pllot - probable major injury,

Plane was in traffic pattern on base leg with gear and flaps
down when left engine cut-out., Plane glided straight forward
and crash landed to side of field., Pilot was thrown clear as
plane flipped over on back and burned.

Glearance: Station A=74, Chasbrai, Prance to Valley, North Wales.

Redeployment

Scattered clouds at 4000 feet, visibility 28 miles, wind 330
degrees at 20 WPH.

Angelsey Island, Wales  06/22022 IN-6611 (7 Aug. 45)

5-5260' A’ |
£

B s




	scan1307486
	scan1307487
	scan1307488
	scan1307489
	scan1307490
	scan1307491
	scan1307492
	scan1307493
	scan1307494
	scan1307495
	scan1307496
	scan1307497
	scan1307498
	scan1307499
	scan1307500
	scan1307501
	scan1307502

