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Amn-Conrs
. ‘(Ravisnd Doc. 22 1908)
TECHMICAL REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE /
i
(1) The Accident Classification Committee f AAF Statiem 590 . . .. ... met on ....T.December 12
and determined the following:
(2) Place, date, and time of accident [RR. u’“m’; _milesis) Pilot (name and rank) oA Lo JoBa Lowa. ...
-qgt..ez..ksm:%&g and at (16) Pilot's station . Langferd Lodge, N. Ireland...-
(3) Aircraft statio rd-- e : .ﬂ.‘.D.. .. (17) Reg. Army....... Res, ext. duty.. X . Res., inactive.......
(4) Aircraft model ..OxPord . ... . No. 6179 ... Res., 14-day ... .. Grad.cadet ... . Student .........
(5) Date accepted from contractor ... ... OLher. (MPECHY) - i s e st Saa S ia s o s orainssmane
(6) Total hours .. .......... Hours since overhaul . (18) Org.—assigned ... Tth Alxr Depet Group. ... ..
(7) Engine model .Cheetah . . . ... . (19) Org.—attached for flying Langford lLedge Alr Depot
(8) Engine A. C. No.'s ......... et (20) Regular duties assigned Operations Officer . ..
L0 i L.1. Nons .. ..Nona Rr.oO.. IR e Lo S e e Sl e e
(9) Extent of d,m”e to cngmo(-) Pt NERPEL o (8 i \j 2n ")m,mal pilot ratipg and date . s ..
L. O. ....‘.(.9 1. None . R. l Rmo ll. 0. Ay (22) Total pilot hours ...OQQ_ . . Hourl on this model .9Q
(10) Total engine . o aaes hesanadeaebAds (23) Hours per month last’3 months - [0
L.} iz 1.( None g1 _Nme Ro s 81 YO + SR (3) cioi
(11) Eogine hours since overhaul .. e vatnsaunasadybot I;/ (1) ...
L.O ... LINme. R.L ano R.Q... .U " (24) Models flown last 3 wonths §(2) _ _P=38
(12) Purpose of flight .8 g-"“ még ord _“r B B
(13) Took off from Timc o 5]:5 wooeee (25) Secure from Flight Surgeon, i¥‘Pllot a causal hcwr
(14) Weather at tim den'. (u wedsher was a causal factor Was there any physical or neuropsychic condition which

attach copies of weather report and forecast for the flight.)

Icing at 1500 _ft. or less, No visibility

9. ceiling at_site of accident, i 20

would in any way account for this accident? Yes or No. ..}.{Q.
If “Yes", attach complete stalernant of the condition and its bearing upon

the sccideat.

Damage to pnvnu roperty; Yes or No. Ne..
If“Yes",attach A. C. ¥orm No. ll ‘Damage to property certificate.”

@) —
- RESULTS TO PERSONNEL 5 % % % CAUSES )7,
o g
IN COLUMN ~DUTTY ™ ENTER STMBOLS AS FOLLOWS: AlB : C D|,.| 73/ Zrm @ of judgment, ,~ / : (/ ﬂ/\/
der  N—Navigator B—Bom ber H 4 ~ —
P—Pllot R—Radio operator l)—ou- crow F | i a JRRpR] Eld !uul l_m.mquo.
DUTY | gp—( & Eogineer PH—Pb o ¥ F E i ERROR Ilnwim}un« of orders, {
! E NI et stutessen 2 e iy
Name, rank, and At-‘::tu.-; Regular Army, Rea. ext., | J ‘; ! |2 ! “:,5:"_ [ Ln:'.vl‘nt.muu Df‘“ﬂ_nf:‘:
(nact., ote. h. L~ .: ,2 = | ERROR ” Misoellaneous,
3 x. f o R Supervisory personnel, ‘
su":'n‘ Maintenance persounsl, ‘
OB Joseph E, Lowe, 2ad Lt., A.C., Outee pup, |
A RIS -_‘_aeh.mdmx Vue sysiam, !
CodWm.
B AR BTN m—rnﬁﬂ ﬂf e -
Lubrication systemn,
POWE! Engino structurs,
e Prnp'lhr and pmp-us accessories, e
Engine mnunl lmm. it
Miscellaneous (specify),
g T | Undmermised, . o .o
Flight control system,
Movable surfaces,
subxlmng surfaces; umu. 'Inn. and fittings,
\\ lnp llmu. 'Im, nd nmnp.
(Explain any unsucoessful p-ndlm. jump by s(udnn-l) ATR- hndhu tm muu. wires, llluno,u;d retract. mech,
i — — — CRAPT e 2
NA 'I'Ull STRUC |__ | \}'barl. , tires, .nd brakes,
(Check oae only) TUR Fuselage, engine mount and fittings,
< ’ DR e
A—Collisions in full fight ﬂth o Cowling, fairing, and fittings,
DAMAGE TO ATRCRAFT —— -~
(Less power plant) B—Collisions in full flight with opfictather taiin Tall wheel asembly and skid, 4
—-suluot stalls following engine failure, F Miscellaneous (specily), £ X ¢
o D—-npu- or stalls without engine failur, - = i B 4 -
’ oo 3 (l)—!m toroed landings, , Undetermined, /
} dete - i
wt A=Complstawreck | ¥ [ @—Delerred forced landinge, i iiandling qualities,
b —1 SR - - -
F—Landing accidents, Instruments, 3
Br=hajoe over O—Take-off accidents, Miscellaneous e 'ulpment (specify),
— -
H—Taiing accidents, ! o ¥A %
O Majes 108 Fires in the alr W P e DR Weather, ? 2 e —
l(l)— "—"ml : - —— —— e . 54 (Ll s:!
- 1 (")—Pb.ulhocmnd. Cﬂ- Darkness,
D N—Structural Nlun. _" NEOUS Alrport or terrain,
X—Miscelapeous, el Otber,
o Y —Undetermned, " Undetermiped.
220
> ~ RESTRICTED
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RESTRICTED

(28) PiLot’s STATEMENT (stale how the accident occurred, giving all detatls as to ditions, , and influencing factors):

Received weather report from Speke before' taking off, giving 1500 ft.
ceiling and 2 mile visibility. After taking off, crossed River Mersey to
Hooteapark Airport, took up 280° heading which should have brought me to the
coast in about 10 minutes. Had no radio and I tried to stay contact belew
800 ft. Seeing trees immediately below me while flying partially on instruments
I began to climb up into the overcast. Had not previously climbed higher because
of no radie and also an icing level of 1500 ft. or less. In two or three minutes
after I started climbing on instruments the accident occurred.

I made no 180° turm because of nearby barrage balleons over Liverpool and
the surrounding area. I flew a 280° course allowing for an approximate 10°
variation which would give me a true course of 270°.

s

, N ond Lt., A.C. Pilot

20) S . ~ - ? » ’

(20) STATEMENT 0F AcCiDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE (gite complete causal statement, amplifying the pilot's statement where necessary
to explain the causes):

Signatura ..

Tnis accident was caused by pilet being off his course due to peor visi-
bility and while flying by instruments struck sideof mountain. The aircraft
was not equipped with receiving radio. Ship had been salvaged by British crew
on orders of Flight Officer Wallis of Sealand Airdrome who had already sub-
mitted a complete report to British Air Ministry.

Errer of judgement as charged against pilot was probably produced al-
most entirely by fear of balloon hazard which he knew existed at a then unknown
distance to the Nerth, .-

(30) RECOMMENDATIONS:

Reccommend that consideration be givem to grounding barrage balloens in
this vicinity except when immediate danger of attack by enemy aircraft is knowm
to exist, and that a system be devised whereby our pilots could be advised when

a hbllll:on' mmdm (as is done hy chester horities), P @
‘ach member of the Committee has reau | Sigued 2bie~— C. Arqay,. 4C. . 3
RS S s |t o

_The above statement and recommenda- | Signed |
tions, and the classification and analysis
shown on the reverse hereof, are the concensus
of opinion of this Committee,

(Des:

14/,”3457‘/{7*4%, a,/(/’(mﬁ_’r‘fj .%,/ ........
Dl sl 1

(31} REMARKS AND HECOMMENDATIONS (accomplish only if this report is initiated at other than the home station):

Signed ..

Opinion of Aircraft Accident Classificaticn Comnittee concurred with.

Station - ARE- 8905 AFC 635 Date _Dec. 26, 1942 {
)
A, l‘ﬁ,
Cclonel, A.C.,
Commanding

(32) REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

Concur with findirze of scmsittes,

Airplane (Airship) Flight Report
Unsatisfactory Report.

Excroavres (line cut those not applicable): Quz.o&.unAIBCMBM;&S'&Ao Date ” m, le

Photographs. Por the Commanding Generals

Certificates of principal witnesses. Qi

List of damaged parts Signature ... ... eyt i
¢ Newspaper clippings. Commanding.

Dun)’ge to property certificate, A. C. Form 17.

RESTRICTED .

Reproduced by Meadquarters SOS ETO glA
" . * HQ 308 -9 42/IM/220



15210 2nd, Ind, E-J-7

HEADQUARTERS, VIII AIR PQRCE SERVICE COMMAND, APO 633, 15th. Decesber 1942,
TO: Commanding Officer, AAF Station No, 590, APO 635, U.S.A.

1. Adrcraft Accident Classification Committee Foms 1, are returned
fa re-conslderation by the Committee aml completion of item 32,

2. It is difficult to understamd tis findings of 25% pilot errar and

75% weather, under circumstances wher the pilot had knowledge through weather

reparts of the conditions expected en fute as well as the presence of moke

haze, the barrage balloon hazard and lack of radio facilities in the aircraft,

3. The forms should be ret
the instructions contained in par 1 above.

T By Command of Brigadier General MILLER:

B. L. DAVIS,
Cclonel, A.G.D,,
Adjuteit Canaeraly

.
7 4

-\ HFADQUARTEL, AAF STATION 590, APO 635, U. S. ARMY - 26 Decenber 1942.
A\ 2103 Cormgdg’fﬁg General, VIII Air Force Service Command, APO 633, U. S. Army.

/’ = \ g
7/ ,'7'(:1 at P

~<{_=Z1,-2nd Indorsement complied with.

" \\\"'l % %‘:" o
51 ‘S'\'pﬂ§ 1':\ 3rd Ind. Hel=w

2. The opinion of the Aircraft Accident Classification Committee.is set
forth in par 2 of accompaning letter signed by the chairman thereof.

3. This opinion is concurred ‘H /
AN » LA
' Ay <\ W. K> LANAGA

v S Coloml,- A.
' Commanding.

Incls: n/e o0
idded: Letter- Lajor 7. C. Buell. g 2 F. &G

0 this Headquarters after compliance with

((»(}K .m
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ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE WCB/d11
Statien 590 APO 635 ETOUSA

11 December 1942

SUBJECT: Techaical Repert of Aircraft Accident Classificaticn committee.

TO t Commanding Officer, Station 590.

»aH

1, Submitted herewith is Air Corps Form Ne. 1 submitted in
quadruplicate as required by A.C. Circular 15-1 for accideat of December ‘
3, 1942 in which Oxferd type Airplane Ne. British 6179 was imvelved. ¢

2o Following required eaclesures to report were emitted for
reasons shown:

a. Flight report—— Destroyed with aircraft.

b. Photographs--None available-~Complete wreck.
c. Unsatisfactory Report--No materiel failure.

2

‘2
>
il

WILLIAM C. BUELL,
Chairman.

Encl:
1. A.C. Borm 1l - L copies
2. Weather Report - L cepies

°®. 5. VENOIT

lst Ind. H-3=-9

HEADQUARTERS, AAF STATION NO. 690, APO 635, USA, 12 December, 19542.
T0: Commanding General, VIII Air Force Service Command, APO 633, USA.

1. The inclosed report of the Airoraft Accident Classification Com-
mittee is submitted in accordance with Army Regulations and with instructions
issued by the Chief of the Air Corps.

El
e.ec ¥$dho Commanding Officer:
. o

>

I

7 v e ’

‘5:4 - phm. ‘QC..

Inol's - nje Ay L preqpm  AdJutant. 5

! ‘ - COPYNo___*OF 7 _
HQ. C‘GNF‘BE‘NM REG. INDEX No 3277/

VIII A, F.S. Q..
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AIBCRAPT ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE
STATION 590 APO 635 PTOUSA

24th December 1942

SUBJECT: Technical Repert eof Aircraft Accident Classificatien cemmittee,

TO : Cemmanding Officer, Statien 590,

1, Beference te 2nd indersement frem Adjutant, VYLII AFSC,
15 December 1942, the Aircraft Accident Classificatien Cemmittee has
met and recensidered the circumstances attendant upem crash ef the
Oxferd Ne, 6179 en 3 December 1942,

2. The presence of fog and smeke haze with limited visidility,
and balleen hazards at the time this pilet left Speke were fully censidered
by the beard, The weathew ferecast fer the greater part ef the trip, including
areas near prepesed landing place, was very geed; weather at peints near
take-off were knewn te be less than geed, but te delay all flying until
weather reperts shew geed flying cenditiens at all peints aleng any prepesed
reute in the British Isles, weuld serieusly impeir the flying pregram which
is censidered necessary if this Command is te meet the demands being made
upen it, The purpese ef this trip was te transpert certain signal equipment,
Censequently, the Board did net censider the pilet at fault as te the take-
off under cenditiens then existant; but the Beard did censider his subsequent
handling ef the plane after weather deterierated, as faulty, The preper actien
weuld have been te attempt te return te the starting peint, er te the airdeme
at Sealand, The percentage of 25% c § as pilet errer was fer that failure,
and net because he teek off under les 4'1“.1 wveather cenditiens,

4 3., The Committee respectfully reiterates its findings as shewa en
Form 14,

v ;

- — 7’ e
‘;/A»C’LM._\, AT R s
Williem C, Buell
Majer A, C,

Operatiens Officer
Chairman,

M' r_______———"aj
il A coPYNo 7/ OF 2
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Time Statwn ' 1) feather A ; how Clovd. | Total I Fhist Weather N
488 PR e ey G;. Warnings Visthtltby ’2’;:‘ of . lieg '21" speed "
1 SPRER ‘  slight mist 2,200 yde 5 mph ,
1 3 nisty 2,000 yis 5 mph '
1500 alsty 1,800 yds 5 mph
—.—-1—-————-—-——————-—.—————q-———— - B o e e - it stk Ir ey S—
1 | SBALAND - slight mist : 2,200 yis 5 mph
1 X slight mist 2,200 yda 13 uph
M' - alight mist | RS ugng o e T
Ireland vas made st 1130 and 1100| actuals ‘Bel} £.0.1.) |
diffuse varn frent ever Ifish Seas gifing interaf oo |
of low sea level) P.L. 1500 f¢ n%u. severe| icing in o
1100 BRLFAST i intermittent elight rain’ nls 10
1 BALLYRAIBERT s
RANSEY L mle 24 10
and
severe |icing and patches of] clewd 800 f%; visibdility ferating locally with %
1300 | RAMSEY cloudy & mle A 10 ﬁ
RONALDSYAY eloudy 2 mls i 15 =py
1345 | A further emnquiry n& to visidility at I.0.M. |Given actua] k4,400 ﬂs.'
/ ' Officqr-in-Ciarge.
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1st Wrapper m E-Q=9

HEADQUARTRERS EIGHTH AIR FOHCE, 3 January 1943, TO: Commanding Generel,
Army Air Forces.,

T

I

12 o o
- o .

Lo

Be

l, Trunsmitted herewith are Technical Reports of Aircraft Accident
fication Committees relative to the following accidents:

2nd Lt, Richard J. Drayton in a P-400 aircraft No. AH-609,
2nd Lt. J. Es Lowe in an Oxford aircraft No. Br. 6179.

Lt. John A. McLéan in.a B-17F aircraft No. 124451, .

Capt. Robert A, Patterson in a Tiger Moth aircraft No. DE-560.
Capt, Walter W, Berg in a Spitfire V-B aircraft No. EN-839.
2nd Lt, D. W. Koon in a Spitfire aircraft No. P=7906,

Maj. Joseph M. Cole, Jr., in a Miles Mdster aircraft No. DL=679.

2. Approved,

For the Commanding General:

Incls:

Incl 1 - Form 14 and allied papers (Drayton).

AMES B, GCRDON,

Incl 2 - Form 14 and allied papers (Lowe). Lt Col, AGD,
Incl 3 = Form 14 and allied papers (McLean). Asst AdJ Gen.
Incl 4 - Form 14 and allied papers (Patterson).

Incl 5 = Form 14 and allied papers (Berg).

Tnel 6 = Form 14 and allied pepers (Koon).

Incl 7 = Form 14 and allied papers (Cole),

Rt W ot A\
Y-
COnEDEN
) 7
o 1 40336




000,93

1st Wrapper InafRESTRICTTY” B9

HEADQUARTERS EIGNTH AIR FORCE, 3 Jamuary 1943. TO: Commanding General,
Army Air Forces.

l. Trensmitted herewith are Technical Reports of Adireraft Aceident
Claseification Committees relative to the fellowing accidents:

o

e jo
L -

™

Be

2nd Lt, Richard J. Drayton in a P=400 aircraft No. AH-609.

2nd Lt. J. E. Lowe in an Oxford aireraft Ne. Br. 6179.

Lt. John A. McLean in & B=17F aircraft No. 124451

Capt. Robert A. Patterson in a Tiger Moth aireraft No. DE-560.
Capt. Walter W. Berg in a Spitfire V-B aircraft No. EN-839,

2nd Lt, D. W. Koon in a Spitfire aireraft Ne. P=7906,

Maj. Joseph M. Cole, Jr., in a Miles Master aircraft No. DL~679.

2. Appreved,
For the Commanding General:

7 Inale: JAMES B, GORDON,
Incl 1 - Porm 14 and allied papers (Dreytea). Lt Ool, AGD,
Inel 2 - Form 14 and allied papers (Lowe). Asst Ad] Gen,
Inel 3 = Form 1 and allied papers (McLean).

Incl 4 - Form 14 and allied papers (Patterson).
Mi-hnnuddndpnpmim.
Incl 6 = Form 1, and allied papers (Koon).
Inel 7 - Porm 14 and allied papers (Cole).
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