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7 DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Lirlef barrative of accident.  Inelude statement of responsibility and recomimendations for action to prevent repetition)

Lt. Zllington started his takeoff with the aircraft headed slightly toward
the left side of the runway. The aircrait swerved slightly more to the left
and reached the center of the runway about 225 yds. from the start of takeoff,
when application of rudder and brake cihiecked the left swing and caused the air-
craft to swerve to the right. Pilot was unable to check this swing to the right,
which gradually increased until the left landing gear folded inward, the left
wing struck the ground, the right landing gear folded outward at an angle of
about 45 degrees, letting the aircraft down on its belly; the propeller struck
the ground and the aircraft skidded to a stop, facing in the direction from
which it came. s .

Pilot states ne was in the havit of taking off with tailwheel unlocked.
This had been a common practice among some of the pilots,

Immediate Canse: loss of directional control during takeoff,
Underlying Cause: lapnit of taking off with tailwheel unlocked.

The accident is analyzed as pilot error, 100, in that the pilot lost
directional control during takeoff.

itemarkss Instructions have been issued reguiring that the tailwheel be lock-
ed for tekeoff,

uvestigating OfMoer)

25 June, 1943.
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PILOT'S STATELENT:

I taxied into position and started my takeoff immediately. I
was headed just a trifle to the left. The aircraft swerved to the left
a trifle more, as I started taking off, and I used rudder and brake to
turn back to the right, It kept turning more to the right, in spite of
all I could do. The left gear folded underneath about the time I left
the runway, the wing-tip scraped the ground and the aircraft came to a

stop headed back in the direction from which I came,

/s/ Paul M. Ellington
PAUL M, ELLINGTON,
1st Lt, AC,

Pilot.
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