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PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT
20, Popkin,  Fhilip (\ I,‘ <21, T=190472 (22) . B/O0
(Last namie) - ; 55 rﬁul.n::w ” Middle o .;udhumlnn A (Rauk)
Asegned (25)8thiNCe & Bth A.Fe 126 Gthf'ighter ig, ,,,mm‘mery Flight as) RAF smuon,uanbedr .
(Comgand )Au)rr 0 (5quUadron) o (8ustion) o
Attached for flving 29BER FoCo & #bh 4.F. 10 6th F ‘e ran 2025th Gunnery Flt ey Bﬂi‘?.é&ate.i.qm.l.»lgnbgdr
> (Cowmmnnd and Alr Foro (8quadron) (Btation)

Ori; inal rating (33 Filot (4 1"/16 l{3 Present rating (35) £ilot  (3e) 17/1\6/103 Instrument rating (37) None i - v

(Rating) (Hating) (Dste) (Date)

Firsr Piror Houns
(at he time of this accident)

(:8) This type R L .O 24350 (42) Instrument time last 6 months..................... .. ...
(49) This model Rl 24:50  (43) Instrument time last 30 days. ...
(40) Lasc 90 days. PR 3 b 24350 (44) Night time last 6 months........ ... ...
(41) Totaleeooo.. . : . 22L5:00 . (48) Night time last 30 days....... ... ...
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIMENT ¢

‘ (ltrﬂnmnﬁ ;! M‘“\L' I l:pmm nt of responsibility and recomuendations for action to prevent repetition)
PILCT'S STATERLINT

1 took off in Lysander V-9512‘on 2 drogue towing mission at 13:20, after circling
the field and climblnt to 4000', 1 cancelled the .mission and prepared to land,

1 asked permiseion to land on #3 runway knowing tb?t the wind was almost directly
crosswind to the runway in use,

I received permission-'and just as I noticed some men wcrking on 73 runway, 1 was
called on the i/T.and told not to land. 1 also saw the red flare fired from the head of
the runway. .

I went around again and asked which runway was un use, and was told to use #4 run-
way.

I made my approach, kent one wing low to counteract the cross-wind. is I touched
down 1 bounced, used throttle 2nd let the aircraft down again,

I rolled about 10 feet and a zust of wind caught the ship and it started to ground

looo to the left, I tried to ston the ground loop by using ooppcsite rudder and a burst

f throttle, but it beyond control. ‘hen the starboard tire burst and the ship
spun around to.t gipht. The accident occurred about 13:50 hours.
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COMMITTEE'S STATEMENT

In the opinion of the Investigating Ciumittee a number of contribut-
ing factors have pressnted themselves for consideratinmn.

The inability of the Duty Flying Control Officer to coordinate f£ield
maintenance and flying control at his Station, prevented F/0 Popkin from
landing on the correct runway, and in.-consequence necessitated a cross-
wind landing. &

Had the Flying Control Officer consulted his log, he most readily would
have realized that this aircraft had been airborne but a shoet period
of time and could have remained airborne until such obstructions had
been cleared, Instead:the Flying Control Officer authorized a 90 degree
crosswind landing for an aircraft rather notorious for its ground loop-
ing tendencies. In the resultant landing the Lysander was acted upon
by gusty winds causing the aircraft to swing sharply, resulting in a
ground loop with appreciable damage to gircraft, :

F/0 Popkin displayed poor handling technique and judgment in not re-
covering his aircraft before damage occurred.

It is the opinion of the Investigating Committee that the percentage
of error allocated are as follows:

75% =« for poor -Flying Control discipline.

254 - against the pilot for judgment and ground handling techni ue.
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| B wiladiao:  Oopy of seport Lo Stacion Compinder on Accidedt to Iysender F-9517,
¥ilct L. roukin on the 5th ¥y, 1943. &
1 tox vel iten t, .;., aull’s., O, 3 ucted, i0e 4 i
. ranway was in uses  The wind was 15 e loile al & rinusw, i 2
I decided to chizn.e the runwzy and teleprnoned Korks end Buildines to
clesr No. 3 runvay, I cent out S0, Williams tc acertain the extent of the
opstruction, . . . SRR N T
b 1340 hours Lne workman were still on the runway clsanin: the obstruc—
tions, Lt. Popkin celled V.H.F. for pe: .i_s:ica to lsnd on No. 3 runwiy. The
A/T opercior informed me by r.e'la; one., I sew men on No, 3 runwdy near the
intersection. I cazncelled ;;cx- dss¥on to land cnd told V.H.F. oserator to tell
the pllot that I vag@ clearing ! 3 runecye _ P 2
. abt 1347 hours the iysander Qz\_c“}*ud on ™0, 4 runsay. The l,ﬂ(li.n was
good oul wher Lhe pilot vut on right ruddera.nd :p lied the brakes, the air=--
% craft turned on to the jrass, The starboard lai: c‘.L : gear collapsed, ° >
" The messczie I to the 1dlet to tell him that g Wwas clearing Fo. 3 ;
runvey was not sent jefore londing tne pilol, cilled V.H.F. to ask which
runwey he wzs bo use and Whs told by the R/T operztor to use No, 4. & ;
The wind ot the time of the sccident nZd increased to 20 m...h. and had ]
spacked iU to 15 degrees, : = ¢ & e
‘ne: two main facters contriouting teo -the uccicent were:
() The fzel ti-t T nad mo effecient dirsct R/? control.
(b) There wes a delay of 40 minutés before }io, 3 runvay wus clear, -
Tnis deluy.was unnecess=ry, ITne workman h:d been told by F/t:
R ALE rield not te leuve heaps of metul on tuae runsay. Furthermore
they nzd been ;rovided with a flat hand frolly en wnich to keep
this nateriel so Lhat the runway could be clezred quickly.
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