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TECHNICAL REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CI.ASSIHCATION CO!IITTEE

(1) The Accident Classification Committee of Mmfm..ﬁxﬂm(m).w. met on October2¢l9/'2* ......... —
and determined the following:
(2) Place, date, and time of udd?t;dlnhndr _September (15) Pilot (name and rank) Robert F. Elliett, 2nd Lt.

(16) Pilot's station .- “chn, SRRONR o G L SR

Res., ext. duty. X . Res., inactive.......

(3) Aircraft station ... Ataham.._' ....... org. A9. ﬁq AAF_ (17) Reg. Army..—-- <
(4) Aircraft model .. P=38F . .. . A.C.No.kd=7677... Res., 14-d8y ... Grad. cadet ......... Student ......... |
(5) Date accepted from contractor Jum26,l.9h2 ...... — Other(specifly) ... ... X ‘
. (8) Total hours 105205 Hours since overhaul ... New .  (18) Org.—nssigned L9th Fighter. Squadmn, AAF. i
(7) Engine model ... ¥=1710-53 .. V- (19) Org.—attached for flying ........... 2 |
(8) Engine A. C. NO.’S weeooooeeeeeaeeee . (200 Regular duties assigned .... Pllex ‘

1O coooeeee Lo 3123469 R. KL=226L6 R O. ...

(9,

~

Extent of damage to

L0

e (I? miiiars eyt s bbans St uese
; Lk <5, R I RO
(10) Total engine DOUTS — Nvwets.eneceaeceee Tt e eeen e emaanneses """

LO. e LI.105:05R. 1. 105205 R. 0. -coeoeeeee

(11) Engine hours since overhaul

L. O crmeveniee

(12) Purpose of flight .. TOMANg Target .
(13) Took off from ....Llanhedx.
4 (14) Weather at tima of accident.

L1 .New.. R.I New. .

®

attach coples of weather report and forecast for the flight.)

l! "Y-”

(25) Becure from Fu;ht Surgeon, if pilot error is a causal factor:
__Was there any physical or neuropsychic condition

would in lny way aoccount !or thln accident? u or Nom

(21) Original pilot rating and date Rated. Pilot. March. 15/ Lls
(22) Total pilot hours 990200 Hours on this model . 18Q... ;
(23) Hours per month last 3 months !

1.30:00 ... @....40:00. . (3) 20100 -}
) Q?LQA, P=38.
(24) Models flown last 3 months {(2) P=38
@ P38

upon

(26) Dnma‘o to pﬂvst.o ))wperty - or No. .......

orm No. lf “Damage to property certificate.”

I
@ = =5 O SR e e ==
m.;gm-rs 1‘0 PEBSONNEL % % % CAUSES
. - pyTT* EXTER STMBOLS AS FOLLOWS: Alm Error of Jud
In coLoun ot 2 A PoLLows cip|, Judgment,
Pilot R—Radio operator  O—Other crew 1 sor Poor techinique,
pury | SE=Seoiet  o-on H— P hotograph g g 5 < lm Disobediance of arders,
Name, rank, and Army ststus, ae; Regular Army. Res. ext., | 3 3.! '(.PNN‘ P 1 O Carelessnes SXDEMDEDEX. ‘z‘q /7
£ |= 1£ i ERROR loo Miscellaneous,
0l—R Robert F. Elliott, 2nd Lt, | | OTHER Supervisory personnel, !
- = I PER-
% O/ Reserve ixtended Duty | | | T7| jf 100 [soNNks| | Msiatenance parsonnel, |
5 s i e B Other personinel, ,
; B8 Tos e, |
{ ! Cooling system, :
PEATe! TRy i i Ignition system, T
i g z B ! Lubrication systom, mORSE NS |
SR A PR i B POWER Eogine structirs, GF
i N X | r_’ Propeller and propeller accessories, ors
T, S L | Engine control system, i
SRS A S e e L S e el o ‘ : i_q___ Miscellansous (specify), 2
A R G I e
AT N o ‘ 1[ Undetermined, } k [
ekl B [ Flight control system, 7
| | Movable surfaces, / !
T B |
1% MATE- Stabiliting surfaces; strosey’wires, Jid fttings,
P il Wings; struts, wires, and itingfl
(lwhh any unsuocosssful parachute jump by sttachment) I i :i AIR- Landing gear; struts, wires, nﬁo,-ndmrm m.
— — = R4
NATYORE , STRUC- || Wheels, tires, and brakes, [/ o
(Check one ouly) ' TUR Fuselage; engine mount and Attings,
A—Collisions ia full fight with other alreraft, | Cowling, Iairing, and fittings, B
DAMAGE TO ATRCRAFT |- darbes s : i
(Less power plant) B-Collisions in full flight with objects other than alroraft,) | Tail wheel assembly and skid,
k C—8plns or stalls following engine failure, =i g il Misceilaneous (specily), Sy s R
| D—Spins or stalls without M%%ﬂﬁf i
E (1)—Emergency foroed landings, r Undetermined, Ty R
A~Complete wreck, ﬁ ———————— e —«y x |
% (2)=Deferred forcad landings, il ilandling qualities,
E > F—Landing sccidents, { - 5 lostruments, e
! geciuitsl G—Takeoft accidents, o =z Miscellaneous e ‘ulpmant (specify),
e ] i H—Tasiing sccidents, -
— 1 ()—Fires in the air, f | Weather,
D Miser T()—Fowontheground, NS c‘-&"‘, Darkness,
o N—Structural fallure, HRove Alrport or terrain,
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PILOT'S STATEMENT
On Sunday, September 27, 1942, I took off in P-38F airplane, AC #41-7677 at

1400 "hours on a Tow Target Lission, I had difficulty retracting the landing gear
due to having to use the emergency release in order to raise the landing gear lever,

I took off on reserve pas tanks and climbed to 6000 feet going diseetly to the gungen .

range., I flew the gunnery pattern in the usual manner with another ship fir‘.g on
the target, After 55 minutes the left engine lost power., I believed the cause to
be in the propeller and attempted to correct it by using the manual propeller con=
trol. There was no change in engine operation., The left engine indicated 33 inches
pressure and the RPM stayed around 2600, For these reasons I had no idea that the
cause was lack of gasoline, I did not check my gasoline guages and did not change
tanks, I decided that the best thing to do was to go in and land, I trimmed  the
ship for single engine flight, flew over the field at 1000 feet and dropped the

target. I circled the field and began a landing approach, The right engine stopped

Just as the left had, I was then at 800 feet and sbout 2 miles from te field, I
turned towards the beach and glided down, I undershot the beach and landed in about
2 feet of water, I later checked the gasoline selector switches and found that they
were still set on reserve tanks, I now believe that the cause of the accident was
running out of gas on reserve tanks, I had been flying for an hour and five minutes.
There was no injury to personnel or private property. :

ROBERT F., ELLIOTT,
2nd Lieut,, Air Corps,

‘ 14 hed from reserve to main
lessness in that the pilot should have switc
tanks i;p:ao:j.::z:ly 15 minutes after take=-off _and 1mediatply prio;‘ to landing switched
back to reserve tanks, - '

(300 RECOMMENDATIONg;

None. j/ ‘ ,Z,j:ﬁr—

/
: vk officer
Each member of the Committes OY KEITH,  Major, A.C... Operations ROL,. ..
.nd‘;ndenundl A. C. Circular N:.““r_e].: Signed "'1‘:3' 1% (s J} (Rank) (Desigoation
A. R. 95-120, and N. A. C. A. Report No' IJ
576. A ( Alc. ue..mr ............
The above statement and recommends. { Signed e

tions, and the classification and analysly 79 U PNy - (Raak) (Designation)

v hereof, are the concensus -
3‘1‘%}?::?&“3? this Committée. {NE, Capt,, A,C,, Ass't Operations Officer
T (Namey (Kas Accident OPFRew

(31) Remanxs AND KeooMMENDATIONS (accomplish only ¢f (ks report is initiated at other than the home station):

BRALION sovssidinncinsinasiasinicannansss DA ot SIZNALUTE .oeooeeeeceeeacanannas i K )
(32) REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

I concur in the analysis and recbnmendationa of the above Aircraft Accident
Classification Committee, The necessary disciplinary aeticn has been taken,

{
Excrostvres (line cut those not applicable): Station .Atcham, ETOUSA, ..‘] /.. DaweOgtober 3, 1942,

S )%, Colonel, Air Corps,
Commanding.

\ Cantils " b

Signature

#/ List of damaged parts.
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(28) Proon’s Starewr vt (slate Aow the ccesdent ocenrrad, gloivy ol deladls ay o conditima, .I‘. ond influensing factors): A !

See attgched statement.

Signature ... ... : |
(20) STATEMENT 0F v c1oeNT CrassiricatioN CoMMITTEE (give complele causal statement, amplifying the pilot's sta t where v |
to explain the causes,.
IMMEDIATE CAUSE: Failure of the pilot to switch fuel tanks in time to prevent him from
running them dry.

UNDERLYING CAUSE:r Failure of the pilot to recognize the difference between the loss of
power due to propellers sticking in full high pitch and that of
running out of gas, |

It was carelessness in that the pilot should have switched from reserve to main
tanks approximately 15 minutes after take-off and immediately prior to ltnding switched
back to reserve tanks,

(30) R:rouu:.\'mﬂou.: |

None, ,j//rzujﬁ‘-—

Each member of the Committee nag reaa

AAnd understands A. C. Circular No, y5. “ Signed ~RON KEIT e ot e (R Operations Officg;'_,_ E

R. 95-120, and N. A. C. A. Repory /! (Desigoation)
-)o . |
The above statement and recommenda. | Signed A.C Member i
tions, and the classification and analysis 8i ---'---:---------~-----.---.E ........ e |

shown on the reverse hereof, are the concensus

BF SIS X FH Do %apte, A.C,, Ass't Operations Officer

(Raaw) Accident OPfeeer

(31) ReManxks AND K oMMENDATIONS (accomplish only if thiy report is initiated at other than the home station)s

BRALION & i s e it van DAL ccetovsinosvisssmommsinsosanil Signature o .

(32) REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

I concur in the analysis and recommendations of the above Aircraft Accident
Classification Committee, The necessary disciplinary seticn has been taken,

Date Qgtqber3,1942.

Excroavnes (line cut those not applicable): Station Atcham, ETOUSA,
U :
Corbiliaad b

; # / List of damaged parts. Signature
1 Newspaper-chppims.

X o - RESTRICTED
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)%, .Colonel, Air Corps,

Command:ng




G e
e £ : S
b .‘A - . o (/VP// Y 0 1
L9TH FIGHTER S UADARWN (TE) ARMY AIR FORCES
Offic¢e of the En-ineering Officer
APC 637 5TO Usa

Ugtober 2, <1942

T tmoeptemoe 2751942 Te36r Ao Seriel-ho431-7677-mede—a—crash—Ianding—on—the——
beach near Llanbedr, The damage by crash landing and salt water was extensive and it
§ will be neces;ary to salvas: the entire airplane,
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE, ETOUSA, October 24, 1942
CF‘l‘o: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C.

1, Enclosed herswith is Technical Report of Aircraft Accident Class-
ification Committee on 2nd Lt. Robert F. Elliott, Reserve Extended Duty,

in P=38F airplane, A.C. No 4L1-7677
2. Appmv‘dq

For the Commanding General:

" 1 Inels
\/ A.c. PO" ’ll‘o
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HEA!;CUART‘H!S EIGHTH AIR FORCE, ETCUSA, October 24, 1942
To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Vashingtém, D.C.

1, Encleesed herewith is Technical Report of Aircraft Accident Class-
ification Committee on 2nd Lt, Robert F. Elliott, Reserve Extended Duty,
in P«38F airplane, A.,C, No 417677

Ze Approved,

\

For the Commanding General: €

1 Incl:
AcCe Form #14.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON
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Received from #* Headquarters Army Air Forces,
the following docH BT St rdr—Force—

Addrecsed {o: APUPS

Subject:
Commiitee.
Type of Corres.: Letter

Date: Nev, 21, 1942

Basic Dated: get, 2, 1942
Number of Incls.:

Technical Teport of Aireraft Aécidmt Classificaticn

PIEASE ACCONPLISH AND Directorate of Flying “afety, Maritime Slde,

RETURN DMEDIATELY TORoom %03

AAF NO. 150-3

#Insert syrtol of office of origzin,

?'>
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