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e % DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsihiiity and rocommendations for action to prevent repetition)
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CRAFT 112-21%21 TOOK OFF FRCM CASABLANCA ON £ JULY 194ly, DESTINATION

NGAN FIELD AT LANDS EN ENGLAND., DUE TO POOR NAVIGATION AND WIND

Ll e B ND~
CHANG [HE SHIP HAS 1uu I LES OFF COURSE WHEN TT REACHED TRE TSLES AN
GAS
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OVER SOQUTH wALE WAS VERY LOVI AND AS THE SHIPTWAS OVER
NOUS TERRAIN, TLFY CIACLED TOE FIRST F1£LD AVAILAELE JNLAND,
AASS R.AsFs FIELD AT MERIONITHSHIRE, NORTH WALES, THE FIELD aAs
00 FEET LONG, UNFIT FOR HEAVY AIRCRAFT, AND ALTHOUGH THE .LANDIN

WH | CH

'A. ACCOTFLTSHED,” T-': AIRCRAFT ROLL l)i\»"\ﬁ'.") IT OFF THE END OF THE FI-LD

OVER A RAILROAD TRACK AND ON TOP OF AN AIR RAID SHELTER, DA AGE WAS' EXe
TENSIVE. OCSTROYING THE # 3 CWGINE AND WING. THE AJRPLANE WAS SALVAGED,
NO ONE WAS INJURED, BUT lT'Tg CLAIMED DAYAGE WAS DONE TO THE RAILROAD
T:APK
2. STATEMENT OF RESPONSISILITYS

GTHER PERSOMMEL (NAVIGATOR] ERROR = 50k i
PILOT ERROR « 50/

,1.‘4 PERSONNEL (aAVIaAFCR) ERROR IN BEING OFF C“”ﬁo&, NOT PROPERLY
NTIFYING HIVSELF, AND POOR USE OF RADIO COMPASS,

PILOT ERXOR IN NOT QAV ING USED LOWER THROTTLE SETTINGS THE-LAST PART

O THE TRIP TO GET HORE RAMAE QUT-OF HIS ATRCEAFT, ; .
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RESTRICTED
HEADQQARTERS, 390TH BROMBARDMENT GRCUP (H) E-1
OFFISE OF THE OPERATIONS OFF ICER
APO 7#559
: 21 JuLY 19k
§-E-R-Tt-FEals QAGTE
& 4. ON A FLIGHT, & JuLY 190}y, FROM CASABLANCA TO ST ™MAWGAN

FIELD AT LAND END E”fLAND HE EcCA”‘ LOST AND WOUND UP IN SOUTH=-
zn VALFES. | STARTED :E,'“H|:b FOR AN ALTERMATE FIELD, BUT WAS

IN MOUNTAINOUS TERRATN AND COULD NGT LOCATE ONE, THE NAVIGATOR
STILL THOUGHT WE WERE ON THE PENINSULA, KNOWN_ASLANDS—END—AND—THE
FIELDS WE LOOKED FOR WERE NOT TO BE FOUHD.

2. WITH THE GAS GAUCES READING Al”(ST EMPTY, | CAME UPON
A SVALL RAF FIELD. |IT WAS A GRA3S FIELD, 1800 FEET LOND. | SENT
THE CREW I1NMTO THWE RADIO ROOM TG PREPARE FOR DITCHING. | LANDED
THE SHIP AND IMMEDIATELY APPLIED BRAKES WHICH WOULD NOT HOLD ON
THF CRASS. | THEN' HAD THE CO-PILOT UNLOCK THE TAIL WHEEL AAND
TRIED TG eAOUAD-L&oF, BUTFHE—GRASS WOULD ONRLY LET US SLI0E,

3., | STRAIGHTENED THE SHIP OUT WHEN | SAYW WE VERE HEADED
FOR A Cu'FQLTL GUN EMPLACEMENT AND MISSED 1T, THE SHIP WENT UP
JVER A RAILROAD TRACK AT THE FnD OF THE FIELD AND: LANDED ON TOP
~F AN AIR RAID SHELTER,

e THE #3 ENGINE CAUGHT FIRE AND WE RAN CLEAR OF THE SHIP
THE RﬁF”TPC””“v WE HAD EONMES ON BOARD AND DID NOT SEND A FIRE
TRUCK. | RARN OVER TO THE HEADQUARTERS AND CALLED FOR A FIRE TRUCK,
ASSURING THEM THAT IT WAS SAFE FOR THEM TO COME., THEY: EVENTUALLY
PUT OUT THE FIRE,

5« THE DAMAGE HAS f% ENGINE DESTROYED, IMMER WING PANEL
DESTROYED, TWO FLAT TIRES, F\>FIAGL QLI‘1TL,_,Q MAGED, AND *PROPS

TN, CHRTNeTURRET PA‘AH*U THE SHIF WAS STPIPPED OF ALL ANCESSORIES
WHICH WE ~@ROUGHT BACK TO THE FIELD,:

£a NO ONE WAS INJURED. NO CIVILIAN PROPERTY DAMAGED,
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RESTR:OTED

HEADCUARTERS, 2G0TH BOMRARDMENT GROUP (M) E-1
OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS: OFF|ICER,
APQ #55G ) o

28 : 21 JuLy 194l

WE WERE FOLLOWING OUR RADIO COMPASS, LOOKINMG FOR OUR FIELD,
WE NOTICED WE WERE IN THE COUNTAINS AND OUT GAS WAS VERY LOW, SO
WE LOt&FD FOR A FIELD TO LAND, NE KEPT TRANSFERRING GAS.TO KEEP
OUT ENCINES RUNMING, WE FINALLY SAW AN RAF FIELD AND DECIDED 1O
AHANCE A LANDING TPERE, RATHER THAN CRASHING IN THE MOUNTALINS,
WE CAYE IN ON A NTRMAL APPRCACH, AND HIT 1N THE FIRST THIRD OF THE
RUNWAY, THE BRAKES WERE APPLIED, BUT THE FIELD WAS.GRASS AND WE
SLID ALONG JUST A5 FAST, | UNLOCKED THE TAIL WHEEL TO GROUND-LOOP
1T, BUT IT ONLY SLID SIDE-WAYS., AS WE CAME TC THE END OF JHE FIELD,
A GUN ENPLACEMENT LOCMED UP AND WE JUST GOT IT STRAIGHTENED IN TIME
TU WSS #E—+HT—A—RAHLRCAD TRACK ANT U ANDED ON THE TOP OF AN
ATR=RAID SHELTER., HAD RIPPED #3 ENGINE OFF AND IT BUCKLED UNDER
THE WING, PIERCING THE OIL TANK, AND AN OIL FIRE RESULTED. THERE
iAS NO GAS IN THE TAN K, BECAUSE IT JUST FOLDED ARD DID'NT EVEN BURN,
WE DITCHED THE AIRPLANE WITHOUT ANYONE BEING HURT,.  THE GAS TANKS
NERE CHECKED AFTER THE FIRE WAS PUT OUT, AND THERE WAS NO GAS IN

ANY ' OF THE TANKS,
A ;’:gééélﬁﬁzazz/
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RESTRICTED

HEADGUARTZRS, " 3G0TH EOMBARDMENT GROUP (H
OFFICE OF .THE OPERATIONG OFFICER
APO #5560
! - {540 59 b

&

) £-1 i

WE WERE LOW ON GAS AMD HAD TO FIND A FIELD TO LAND ON,
THERE WERE NO FIELDS IN SIGHT. AND WE DID'NT HAVE ENOUGH GAS TO
LOOK ANY FURTHER, THE PILOT TOLD ME TO GET EVERYONE IN THE RADIO
ROOM AMD PREPARE TO DITCH, | CGOT. EVERYONE IN THE RADIO ROOM, AND
YE ALL GOT SEATED AS REST WE. COULD, THERE WERE TWELVE ALL TOGETHER,
THE PLANE CFAME DOWN, EVERYONE WAS SET TO DITCH BUT WE NOTICED THAT
THE WHEELS HAD HIT, THE PLANE GAVE A TURN TO THE LEFT AND THEN
HIT A GA3 SHELTER, THERE WAS A FIRE ON NUMRER THREE ENGINE, SO
NE ALL GOT GUT AS FAST AS POSSIBLE, AS FAR AS ANY MECHANICAL
FAILURES, THERE WERE NONE THAT | NOTICCD. THE ONLY THING, WE WERE
OUT OF CGAS, ~ -
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