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REPORT OF MAJOR ACCIDE

| Use, this form in accordance With AAF Reg. 62-14 and “Aircraft Accident
Invertigator's Handbook” issued by Otfice of Flying Safety, Headquarters, AAF,
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L To Amcuarr

MAJOR - h-.;o to lon Section, Nose h{gs ’k!}r ot Mm, cHYPDED ..
Underside of ¥ings, lid:t landing Gear brokea off, I.ft landing Gear collapsed

% To Eweox |1 aJom @ 2 WO!/E ' mox/ﬁ : 3ﬁmm

% To Prormusa |1 ason: @ P MAJoR /b t e 3 ‘ 3 T

4 To Privarz Prorzary (EXFLAIN ON ATTACHMENTS)

e
Section G—POWER PLANT FAILURE
(Use this section of the form If power plant fallure was & contributing cause factor in (he sccident. L Duramox oF Fuowe o Lasy Tixz-orr
This must be signed by engiceering officer) Houns Mixvzzs
(1 [52] @ (0]
% Bty Mo NO POVER FAILURE
3. Exonex No.
4. Exorxe-Houns Bowce Last Major Overmavy
8. Dxror on Bup-pxror Pxrroxuing OVERRAUL
6. Torar Exenxs-Houns
7. Prorsiizs Mooz - e e — g ‘
8. Prorzurzs-Houns Soeex Mason Ovexmave o
9 BTATEMENT OF OFERATOR, I¥ AVAILABLE, ON BENAVIOR OF POWER PLANT AND MANIFULATION OF CONTROLS IMMEDIATALY BEromz 'AI'T
NO POWER FAILURB I
10, STATREURNT OF ENGINEXRING Orricxa, MECHANIKS, AXD OTHERS AS 70 Wiar FARED And Paosasts Rrasoxs Wuy
5O POWER FAILURE
11. Ocranx Ramvo or Fuxt | Examszxxine Ormces (Name, Grade, and Station) J

Section H—AIRFRAME, LANDING GEAR, OR OTHER MATERIEL

(Use this section If matériel fallure was a contributing canse facter In (ho accident. This must be signed by engincering efficer)

l.D=‘=r'nnlmthm.nuu.b-n.mnDummotlmouMnm!‘n:whuum‘uhm—'ulﬁ-:mnmmm
- Material failure unknown; the Bydraulic Idnes in the Landing Gear were so
badly mangled and broken in the accident that it is impossidle to determine J5 4
whether or not one of the Hydraulic ILines were brokeam prior to the accident,
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Section I—SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
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( 1. e 1 Section J—AIRPORT AND FACILITIES AND AIRWAYS

(Use this section If the alrpert or Its facilitien or airways facilities were & rib factée in the nccld slther b of lnad
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Section K—~WEATHER (This must be sighed by weather officer of the reporting station)

1. WHaT Was THE WEATHES AT THE TIME AND PLACE ©7 THE ACCIORNTT

MITED VISIBILITY MILES

2 Ir WEATHER Was A FACTOR IN THE ACCIDENT, STATE HOW AxD Arvracu Cory or Wl.?

NO FACTOR

WEATHER OFFICER *
(Name, Urade, and Station)

Section L—GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Iy ExROR OX THE PART OF BOMBONE OTHER THAN THE OPERATOR WAs A Facrom, Starz How

UNKNOVE

4 Wraz Tuzas ANY VIOLATIONS OF ORDERs OR ReovLimoxs? (Explain)
| 1

2. Waar Was rux Mmsmon? 3. Do Fmz Occun U
FRERY f 5 Cusmgnat )

5 DICIFUINXARY ACTION TAKEN OB CONTREMFLATED

NONE TAXEN OR CONTEMPIATED
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Secion W IDRRRITION O THE ACCDENT

L TELL ¥ NaRRATIVE FORM, IN AS llum Drnn.uN-:-uv EvEsrrine THAT s Kxown A-oov Tux Acooent, B Surk 10 Cover EvEaynuxc Tuar May Have
CoNTrIBUTED TOWARD THE IncLuos FOR ACTION 70 PREVENT BIMILAR ACCIDENTS, AND ACTION TAKEN

B-17G $#42-97280 was in a flight of aircraft being ferried from Great Ashfield to
Valley fer Redeploy ~40.the Zone of Interior, The airenft mind over Valley at
1715 DBEST and cal alley Tower for landing instructions. ilot was informed by
thn tower that landing was to the North on Rumway One Four (116) ?6000 ¥t asphalt) and

to stand by until called. The wind was N/NV at five (5) MPH, The Co-Pilot made his
before landing check which includes checking the hydraulic pressure, The gauge in-
dicated 650 lbs BSI, At 1730 DBST the tower gawve the aircraft clearance to land, The
pilot made a good landing 100 ft past the degimning of Bunway one Four (14), One
application of the brakes was made ghortly after lunding. The brakes responded normally
at this time. The aircraft was allowed to roll about one third the length of the rumway
and another application of the brakes was made, This time the brakes were completely
inoperative, the aircraft started slowly off the runway to the right. The pilot tried
to straighten the roll of the aircraft with throttle while the Co-Pilot attempied to build
up hydraulic pressure with the emergency hand pump, This was done without success, The
hydraulic pressure gauge indicated szero 1bs PSI, With both brakes fully depresced the
aircraft continued to roll on the grass area paralleling the runway, An attempt was
made to ground loop the aircraft, but before it reacted to the power, the sircraft
crossed the perimeter track at the end of the runway., At this point the mixtures and
swvitches were cut; the aircraft rolled over a knoll and dropped down into a hollow
about six (6) £t deep, The left wheel broke completely off and the right landing gear
collapsed causing the aircraft to come to rest in the hollow 100 yards past éhe end
of the runway.

An investigation of the aircraft sfter the accident revealed the followhng. Two
of the batteries were checked and found to be serviceable with specific gravity readings
of 1250, the other battery was damaged upon removal from the aircraft at the time of
the accident, but from external appearence is presumed to have been serviceable., Ex-
anination of the fuse panel proved that neither the hydranlic switch fuse nor the hy-
dranlic pump fuse was blown. The hydraulic system was operated and found to be func-
tioning properly. The electric pump was fum, the hand pump operated and pressure and
fluid obtained down to the brake debooaters on both main struts, The hydraulic system
was intact as far as the brake deboosters after the accident, Fluid was-obtained
from the lines connecting from the deboosters to the wheels, The flexible hose conmect-
ing the debooster and wheel on the right gear was belisyed to have brokea as a result
of the wheel coming apart from the ghock strut; hydraulic fluid was obtained from the
ruptured hose line, The flexible hose line on the left wheel was damaged at the disg-
connect fitting. The brake expander tubes were not ruptured on either wheel,

Because the landing gear was se badly damazed as a result of the accident, the
Aircraft Accident Investigating Committee was unable to determine whether or mot there
was & leak or a broken hydraulic line prior to the accident. Although this could not
be definitely determined, it is the most probable explanation for the brake failure,
2 RECOMMEND Srvons

It is recommended that pilots be impressed with the importance of checking both
the hydraunlic pressure and actually depressing the brake podnl- to check resistance

prior to landing.
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Tower 1s requesting Radio Ackmowledgement from pilets on hydraulic pressure

and brake resistance checks prior to landing, B /,
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20 Junc 1545

Upon arrivins at Velley Airdrome fr-nm Grea
13‘:;';. I contrcted the tower ond raceiwd inst
further Instruction, At 17:30 the tower call

- Joined the traffic patiorn on the enst cide af

aghflcld af 17:15 DBST,: June 19,

ons to circle the field =nd await

2 Ve me laniing instructisne,’

v he Ticld 2g directed and flew around
the £1614 to nake our ap:-ronch, Ye went throvgh the cheelz 1ist preparitory {o landing
on the down wind leg., At this time the aydraulic pressure wag saticfactory being
about 700 pounds P,S,I, .

I.A, S, wag uged to Inmmre a gafe 6lid'ng speed of the A/C which was lomded so that
1t weighed approximately 52,800 pounds et time of landing, A normal landing was

pA s & S
made at approximetely 100 vds from the end of &

We made a normel approach from about €wo miles froz the field a2t 130 mph, Thigs

a2 runwey in uce,” A calm wind cxisted .
at the time, After landing, I uged the brakes to slow the AJC up at which time they
vorked gatisfactorily, The co-pilot started thronzh his after-landing procedure,

opening the cowl fla s, The cowl flaps on husber one an? two engines ovened but on
number three and four they verefned shut which we did not obgerw until later,

&bout this time the A/C started to jo to the risht; I applisd the left drake and
right throttle, ~eatting o recponse from the enzincgs but no reaction from the brake,
The brake pedal was fully depressed, I called out %o the co-pilot th=t "we have no
brakes" and he Limediately started usins the hand pump while I kept both brakes
applied. XNo results were obtained and the A[C contimed to rol) towards the end of
the runway on the gracs, havinz left the maway at approximately two thirds of the vay
down, We then tried to ground loop to the left but before the A/C reacted to the
throttle we came to the perimeter traeclk, At this point Cept, Schott, 550 Seuadron
§-3 Officor who was riding - ac a passenszer came e in the cockpit vetween the
pilot and co-pilot and havins cdagerved the difficultyr moved the nmixture controls %o
the cut off position and I turned off the switchee,

We ran off the end of the runway and dropped off in & large hole, Just
beyond and to the right of the runway going about 40 1%,

Three members of the crev and passengers were injured, They were ac follows:
Capt, Dery, who was hit in the gide and back with the left cheeck zun, He wns
exrayed nnd found to be only brufsed, Sgt. Walltsr who cut one of his fingers on his
left hand slightly, This was bandaged, Sgt, Z1liot win wns thrown against bulkhead

nuzber six end injured his ghoulder, He wns exraved snd fornd to hawve o pained
ghonlder,

The A/C sustained the fallowin: danage:
All four propellors bent,
Right wheel broken off,
‘Left landing gear strut collapsed.
Flars bent,
Chin and ball buret broken,
Plexiislass nose section oroken.

e Right wing and under side of fuselaze bent and seratched,
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Coning into the field on the approach, I checked the hydrolic pressure
and 1t read 650 1bs,Bight after the landing when we had plene under control
I went through zv ofter lending check about the samc stime I had finished,
the plenc started right off the runway, and the pilot told me the breaks
vere out. I looked at the precsure and the gage wes at zero, dnd I immed-
tately started to orerate the hand pump but could'nt tuild up any pressure,

About that time the pilot satrted to bring the airplane back on the
runwey, by then we had erhausted our runway, and continued on off the cnd,

2ight efter landing we had prescure to work breaks, and also to open
two cowl flaps, but it went right down and conldBnt build up any with bend

Pumpo ‘) /
P 4
32/2/(/ z§ /
RICHARD 0, ETTLI yJr

2nd, Lt,
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Left outer exzander tube changed before ship tock off, Systen was bled
and all connectiong checked for leaks by continual pressurc of pericing brakes
for at least a dny, end by appling added pressure on pedels, Mrdraulic Rsgerveir
filled,
Cn texiing out for take off brak

es worked normally and hydraulic vresgsure
was nalntained by hydraulic motor until

tine of take-nff,

On landing brakes held when pressure was first applied but falled to react
agair, The hydraulic hand pwmp wes operated Lut was not necescary tecause uotor
wvag running ot the time Lrakes falled, ZExponder tube was changed due to exces-

19

sive time, 11 others changed at 1000 hrs,
-

¥/Sgt, EDWARD W, EALLISEY
Crew Chief, #280
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HEADQUARTERS OPS/JDR/gw
1407TE AAY BASE UNIT- . .

EURCPEAN DIVISION, AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND
APO M1 - ofp PM NIW YORK, NY

360,33 ' - .19 iy 1945

SUBJECT: Tramssittal of Report of Major Accideat, AA¥ Form No, 14,

T0 ! OCommanding General, AAF, Vinstoa-Sadem, N.C,
Attat Chief, Plying Safety,

1, Transmitted herewith Repert of Major Accideat, AAY Form No, 14 for
B-176 MTZ‘O.

2¢ Delay of attached report, awaiting a maintemance check of landing
gear of aircraft,

For the Commanding Officer:

Incl: AAT Form No, 1M,
and 4 photes,
with statements,

DISTRIBUTION:

Comnanding Gemeral, AAF, VWington-Salesm, ¥.C, g
Attal of, Flying Safety,

Command General, Hg, 3th Air Porce,
AAY Sta, 101, APO 633, U,8, Army(thru channels)

Nedical Officer, 1407th AAF Bage Unit, Buropean
Division, ATC, APO TH1, U,3, Army.
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DATE AND TIME 19 June 1945 17372 : / =

PLACE OF ACCIDENT Mn__mm

AIRCRAFT AND STATION B=i7 (42-9726C) 386 Bomb, Orp., Great Ashfield, Eogland =~

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE Exobable major damage

PILOT NAME and L&, Robart G, Gumn

PILOT STATION 8 A¥, 560 Bomb, §q.. 585 Bomd, Grp., Ashfield, England

PERSONNEL INVOLVED Gunpers: Sgt. Arnold L. dalker, Jr.; Sgb, Michasl 5, Nllioth;

AND INJURIES
Passenger, Capt, William XK. Dery, Jr. -- minmor injuxy. Piled;
Co-pilot, 2nd L%, Richard O, Bttling: Navigator, lst ke,
Arthur ¥, Eymphrey, Jr,; Radio Operator, Sgh. Keith D, Stokes;
Guaner, Sgt, Normsn O, Krone; Sgt. Choxles J. Kapling Sgb.
Albert J, Casini; Passangers; M/Sgh. Ydward ¥, Hallisey; Sgh.
DESCRIPTION OF
¢ ACCIDENT Eydraglic systea falled as brakes were spplied.

3

MISSION : tm
WEATHER . -, . Visibility 10 to 15 wiles, vind NNV 3 WP, /10 %e 3/10 cloud
R - l/ ’)z, / abeve 10,000 £1, ;
; SOURCE Angelsey Islend, Veles DIG 20/00232 IN-1875 (20 Jume 45)

5-5260, AF
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