AFTC

Sennybridge

Wales

Archaeological Survey

An Interim report

_______________________________________________

Text

Andy Boucher & Kath Crooks

Site work 

Kath Crooks, Loiuse Henderson, Simon Mayes, Darren Vyce
Charlie Arthur, David Williams

_____________________ _____________________________

Contents

1. Introduction


2. Methodology





      3. Results of the walk over survey





      4. Results of the farm survey





      5. Discussion





      Plates





      Sites visited by CPAT





      Preliminatry plots of the farm surveys
 

__________________________________________________

December 1999

©Archaeological Investigations Ltd

Sennybridge

Archaeological Survey

1. Introduction

The Ministry of Defence Estates Organisation intends to produce an integrated land management plan (ILMP) for AFTC Sennybridge. Archaeology forms one of the considerations within this plan.

Prior to the production of the ILMP an assessment of the various resources available has been planned and this survey looks at the archaeological data set.

The survey was divided into two distinct parts. The first of these was a survey of 7 farms within the training area. These surveys can be subsequently used in comparison with other sources of similar information such as 1st edition OS maps and aireal photographic coverage to identify the reliability of such information.

The second part of the survey was originally intended to check the reliability of 300 sites on the Ancient monuments database for the area. Initial inspection of the database and rapid assessment of those records against SMR and other survey data produced by Forest Enterprises showed that the initial data was accurate in relation to its original sources. However, no previous assessment of the completeness of the data set and potential sample bias had been carried out. It was therefore agreed that two transects would be field walked and known sites within these checked whilst new sites would also be logged. A comparison of the distribution of the two data sets would provide an indication as to the reliability of the overall database for the area.

2. Method

There are two parts to the project. The survey of the farms is in accordance with the project proposals. However, for the site clarification exercise further discussion with Toby Driver arrived at the conclusion that a field survey rather than a documentary study would better serve the area. Two transects were selected A and B and these were covered relatively intensively with the aim of assessing the known data for these areas. 

The walk over survey was completed during November and December 1999.  Site descriptions were made upon two 60-minute tapes using a dictaphone. Grid points were established using a GPS with an accuracy of 10m.

The areas walked included:

· Area A in the impact area

· Area B to the south of Dixie’s Corner

3. Results of the walk over survey

In the report below new sites are prefixed with the letters AIL. Sites with no number are new military sites and these will be checked independently with the Defence of Britain Project.

3.1  AREA A: The east side of the Impact Area

AIL1

SN 9553 4166

This site consists of a quarry into the mountain 4m deep on the down slope, measuring 18m NWSE x 12m and with spoil deposited on the west slope

To the west is a square platform surrounded by a high stone built ridge on the north and west sides. The south and east sides are cut into the down slope. The internal measurements of this platform are 9m x 8m. This may have been used as a house platform but there is no evidence to suggest this. It is more likely that this represents a working area for the quarry. That the surrounding ridges consist of redeposited material is further suggested by the fact that a stream runs under the redeposited material.

The spoil separating the quarry from the platform is approximately 14m wide

NPRN 90052 Ysgir Fechan

SN 9507 4190, hut platform

Approximately 8m square this includes the bank on the north and south sides which are both about 1m wide. The bank on the south face then extends a further 20m to the west and is 1.5m wide. This area is most likely the remains of an enclosure associated with the hut platform. The entrance into the enclosure is located in the SW corner.

NPRN 90050

field system 

This could not be found on the ground

NPRN 90049 Ysgir Fechan

SN 9540 4246 Enclosure

The site is a roughly rectangular area, about.20m EW x 15m. It did not appear to be an enclosure but part of a braided stream system.

NPRN 90051  Ysgir Fechan

SN 9558 4210, Platform

Oval in shape and aligned NS. 20m x 12m this is not a platform but a quarry.  The dimensions  include the spoil on either side. The highest point on top of the spoil to the base of the quarry is approximately 4m. The entrance to the quarry appears to be in the north.

SN 9565 4212

A military foxhole, 2.5m square, with spoil on the down slope.

AIL5

SN 9567 4217, alt 495m
Approximately 40m EW x 25m NS, this consisted of un-natural looking soil mounds, possible quarry activity, but is much disfigured with numerous, large crater holes.

NPRN 90056

SN 9582 4151 Enclosure

A stone lined enclosure, with stream on the south side, rectangular in shape, aligned SW-NE, 14m x 9m, Alt 441m OD. The  walls are 0.6-0.7m wide and comprise random dry  stone random rubble. There were many shell craters in the vicinity.

NPRN 90060 Car W

SN 9598 4160, Large quarry

Abundant loose stone was spread over the entire area, numerous quarrying holes, also numerous shell holes

AIL3

SN 9608 4109, hut platform

12m NS x 5m EW to the lip of the slope. To the east of this lip is a smaller platform that is cut into the side of the down slope. 5m NS x 3m EW. The remains of a stone wall separate the two platforms. 

AIL4

SN 9606 4088, Alt 307mOD 

A series of earthworks and several springs coming out of the hill. One raised platform is in the middle of what might be described as a fan shaped feature. A small island within the fan, about 10m x 6m stands out dramatically from the surrounding marsh. It is possibly a natural feature that might have subsequently been used by man.

NPRN 90064  Rhyd y Maen E

SN 9607 4062, Alt 400m OD

A large rectangular enclosure with a stone bank on the NE face. On the S and E sides is natural bedrock. A small enclosure was present on the NW side. The large enclosure is 13m NW-SE x 5m. The smaller enclosure is roughly square and measures 4m x 4m, it has dry stone construction on all 4 sides, an entrance in the NW face, and enters into both enclosures. The wall is 0.5-0.6m wide. Measurements for the enclosures exclude the wall.  In the SW corner of the small enclosure is a raised platform visible to a height of approx 0.50m

The northwest wall of the large enclosure is part of a field boundary that goes down the side of the valley, approx NE-SW. A further field boundary runs along the NW face of the smaller enclosure, joining the previous field boundary at a 90 degree angle.

SN 9691 3901, burial mound

This is located on the top of a ridge, currently positioned within the grenade range so further investigation was not possible. It is approximately 8m diameter with a modern small structure built into it

PRN 2256 Cefn Merthyr  Cynog

SN 9722 3894, burial mound

The barrow is 5m diameter and stands 0.6m- 0.7m above the surrounding area. A trench has been dug into the top.

AIL5 PRN 2256??
SN 9740 3895, burial mound, Alt 454m OD

This is 6m in diameter and stands 0.5m-0.6m above the surrounding ground. The entire centre of the mound appears to have been dug out. Abundant stone under the ground cover.

AIL6

SN 9739 3904

This site is a mound of soil, approximately 6m in diameter, in reasonable condition, but the function is unclear

NPRN 90385 Llwyn On NE

SN 9667 3908

This does not look like an enclosure but part of a relict field system.

NPRN 90391 Cefn Merthyr Cynog

SN9661 3978

No hut platform is visible in the area. The site appears to be the junction of 3 substantial hollow ways. The largest to the west of NPRN 90391 measures about.5m across the top and has a maximum depth of 2.5m

NPRN 90388

NPRN 90039

SN 9662 3917

An enclosure at the northern end, roughly rectangular and measuring about 19m NS x 14m, is surrounded by banks on all four sides. The northernmost bank is part of a field boundary that extends away from the grenade park down the valley. The east and the west banks stand to height of 1m and are approximately 1m wide. Halfway along the west bank is an entrance approx 2m wide.

At the southern end of this enclosure is a stone built structure, rectangular in shape and measuring approximately 8m x 4m and aligned EW. Stone is visible along its edges. The east side of both the enclosure and the building is part of a semi circular field boundary which exists to a height of 0.8m – 0.9m

AIL7  Llwyn-On Track

SN 9646 3938, Alt 345mOD

This is a possible hollow way associated with 2 flat areas, possibly hut platforms.  Some stone is visible. The feature may be natural.

AIL8

SN 9639 3923

This feature is a small triangular enclosure, which points to the north. The NS axis measures approx 11m, the EW end measures approximately 7m. The walls are mainly made of  stone. The east side is marked by a field boundary. The present roadway has cut the SW corner of the site.

AIL36

SN 9476 4362

A sub-circular feature, flat bottomed and cut into the down slope.  It measures approximately 5m in diameter.  The deepest cut into the downslope is about 0.40m. It was not possible to determine its function; it might be a hut platform or maybe military in origin.

SN 9474 4364

The whole of this area, centred on the above is covered with shell holes.

SN 9447 4343

This is located in the base of the valley at a height of 405m OD. It is a farm building, c.8m E/W x 6m N/S.  It comprises two rooms, the west room is 2m across and the east is 5m across. The walls stand to a max height of 2m at the west end, and are constructed with large stone boulders, random rubble style and bonded with a light grey mortar. 4m to the south is a stone field boundary and this marks the southern end of a trackway.

Occasional roof slate is associated with the building.

This trackway, if followed to the east, leads onto a natural flat plain that is now slightly raised above the marsh.

To the south is a roughly rectangular enclosure/field boundary. Further boundaries radiate away from this building, especially to the south and west

AIL37
SN 9447 4345

A possible stream diversion to divert the water around the farm buildings, this consists of a roughly square cut edge to the stream rather than the natural curve one might expect.

AIL38

SN 9503 4276 alt 432mOD

A series of possible earthworks on the hill slope include one that may be a hut platform, measuring 6m N/S x 4.5m.  To the immediate south of this is a further series of earthworks covering an area of 12m E/W x 8m.  There is a series of shell craters within this area, which may have destroyed further archaeological evidence. 

At 60m west of this is a trackway that is aligned approx N/S.  It measures 3m wide and cut into the down slope. At SN 9494 4274, next to a stream, the track turns into a 20m section of hollow way. Still on the line of the track, at SN 9508 4249, the west side is marked by a 0.5m high field boundary the east side being downslope. The ground dips down towards the south.

At SN 9508 4247 the trackway continues off in a S/E direction, to the west to form a driveway with a wooden gatepost at its east end.  This leads down to ruined dwelling. At the bottom of the driveway (SN 95061 42487 – Cwm-Car) the area opens up into a plateau cut into the side of the down slope. It is aligned roughly N/W - S/E. Along the west edge of the plateau a ridge has been constructed with a stone core, turves now grown over the top. The plateau is approx 29m in length x 7m wide.

On the plateau is a relatively large longhouse type building, with three bays, random rubble stone construction and the doorways are lines with dark grey railway type bricks. 

This brickwork appears to be a later addition 

The northern room measures 2.5m square with a narrow slit window in the north face. A possible fireplace is located in the south partition wall at the east end and a door in the west end.

The second room measures 5m x 2.5m. Both rooms are filled with collapsed stone work, minimal brick, some slate and several substantial  roof timbers.  Once more the door is in the west end. The maximum height of the standing walls is 2.5m

The southern room measures 4m x 2.5, and is filled with collapsed masonry as above. The walls are 0.40m wide, both internal and external. To the south of this last room is a small plateau that has been cut into the natural slope and possibly used as a “yard”. Also in this area are two small, 1.5m diameter circular depressions, these might represent shellfire, but the sides are vertical which suggests another use. Numerous large wooden beams in this area, which may suggest some sort of lean-to.

Just below the house platform is a narrow N/S aligned terrace, c3m wide, located at SN 95037 42550, alt 388m OD. The terrace extends for approx 20m. The northern end of this platform has been dug into by a badger set, the spoil from which includes modern glazed ceramics. A large enclosure is present on the opposite bank of the stream but there is no clearly visible crossing point.

The following was observed from a distance and marked on the maps.  Coordinates are therefore taken from the map:

AIL43

SN 9585  4120

Ridge and furrow was present in the field centred on the above and in the field immediately to its south. 

3.2  AREA A: Impact Area Range A

AIL39

SN 9601 4007

The site is a possible hut platform, 8m N-S by 7m. It stands approximately 0.50m above the slope.  A large depression on the inside might be a trench or, more likely, a shell hole.

AIL40

SN 9597 4011

A small rectangular, flat based enclosure, measuring approximately 12m north east  south west by 6m.  It is possibly associated with AIL39. The north and west banks cut into the downslope about 0.50m whereas the south and east banks have been built up and are about 1m wide. A small entrance survives in the east side, approximately 1m wide.

AIL41
SN 9592 4017

A series of quarries aligned roughly NE-SW follow the SW slope.  Some shell holes and further depressions are present to the NE.  

NPRN 90065 Beili Richard

SN  95762 40421 Farmstead

A settlement complex aligned north south and flanking the stream, consists of a 3 bayed longhouse with two or possibly three enclosures to the east of the house.  The complex is about 40m by 20m.  The southern bay of the house is about 5m by 4m, the middle bay of the house is 4m by 4m and the northern bay of the house is 7m by 5m.  The walls of the house stand between 1m and 1.5m high. The construction is dry stone with random unshaped stone.  No mortar or bonding is apparent.  The northern enclosure measures 9m NS by 12m east west with the walls standing to about 1.2m.  The eastern edge of the settlement, which is also the eastern edge of the two enclosures, is cut into the downscarp. There is a droveway approximately 2m wide running north south.  To the east of the house, between the house and the enclosure there is a gap in the north west corner of the north enclosure which was presumably for access to the stream.   

A further long house is present to the west, of 2 bays.  The western dwelling measures 7m east west and 4m north south.  The walls are again heavily grassed over and stand to a height of 1m.  Little stonework is visible but no bonding is apparent.  A large enclosure is present just to the north, surrounded by a wall that survives to a height of 1m high.  The complex is 13m north south and 16m east west.  It is possible that the eastern wall of the enclosure is formed by a natural hummock.   To the south west of the building is a series of small huts or pigpens, running into a field system which radiates out from the south of the complex.  

NPRN 90061 Rhyd y Maen W

SN 9562 4057 Enclosure

The rectangular enclosure aligned north-west south-east measures about 20m by 12m. The walls stand to approximately 1m high, completely grassed over and with no stonework apparent.  Field boundaries radiate out of the enclosure to the south east.  

NPRN 90062 Rhyd y Maen

SN 9571  4072 Farmstead 

An L-shaped farm building aligned approximately east west and measuring  approximately 16m by 16m by 13m.

NPRN 90375 Pen Gawse

SN 9577 4004 Farmhouse

This rectangular enclosure is aligned north west south east and consists of a low wall, grassed over, between 0.50m and 1m high with an entrance way to the west.  It leads to a field system to the east.  

SN 9603 4060

The farm complex measures approximately 50m east west and 35m north south. There are two main dwellings, one flanking the south side of the complex and with two bays approximately 8m east west and 5m north south.  To the north east of the complex are the remains of another dwelling with one main room on the east side and two smaller rooms.  Three smaller buildings join this to the west.   A large courtyard fills up the rest of this complex.  A small modern, possibly military building is inserted in the centre of this complex.

3.3 AREA B: The area to the south of Dixie’s corner

SN 8869 3440

8 military bunkers that have been recently backfilled

NPRN 90430 Llyn Nant-Lys

SN8875 3438 terrace

The terrace is an old field boundary which stands to a height of 0.7m – 0.8m and is 2m wide. Leading off this on the south face is a smaller squared field boundary. This second bank is 0.5m – 0.6m high and approximately 1.5m wide.  

NPRN 90432  Carnau S

SN 8845 3472 Enclosure

This does not appear to be an enclosure but is more likely surface run off in which marsh grass is now growing. Two streams and some tyre tracks do cross at 90 degrees to each other. 

SN 8849 3475

Military trench, 10m x 2m, Aligned NS.

SN 8845 3477

Military trench, 8m x 4m, now backfilled, Aligned NW-SE

SN 8843 3478

Military trench, 7m x 1m, backfilled, aligned NW-SE

NPRN 90431 Carnau S

SN8834 3494

There are 2 quarries one above the other on the downslope aligned approx EW and with large outcrops of bedrock and spoil deposited on both sides. The western quarry is approx 12m EW x 4m NS and the eastern quarry is slightly wider

A hollow way system leads down into the centre of the valley; the northern most track is approx 4m wide and cut down into the down slope by approx 2m. The southern track is approx 2m wide. Both these “tracks” are separated by a central island, approx 2.5m wide and standing to a height of approx 1.2m

NPRN 90120 Bryn-Ty-Mawr

SN 8834 3521

This courtyard complex measures 30m NS x 15m EW and consists of one large room on the east side and two adjoining wings on the north and south. The north wing comprises two rooms 1 5m in length, I 8m in length. The main room in the east of the complex is 9m x 4m, and may have once been two rooms with a central hallway. The south wing consists of 3 rooms, roughly 5m x 2m. a small sub-circular enclosure is present on the eastern side of complex, bank 1m high x 3m wide. A number of field boundaries radiate away from this site.

The walls, drystone, and with some brick remain to a height of 0.7m x 1m. In the south wing walls there is evidence of mortar

NPRN 90144  Bryn-Ty-Mawr

SN 8812 3530 Leat

Aligned approximately EW and extending  from the top to the bottom of the valley. The site appears to consist of a field boundary with a stream running down the north side. 

PRN 3101 Carnau

SN 8860 3502

The placename appears to be associated with a post medieval farmstead, which has been bulldozed by the military, and an urban warfare training building constructed on the spot.

Surviving masonry indicates there has been a hallway plus one room, but more was obviously present in the past.  6m surviving east west by about 8m north south. The hallway is approximately 2m north south and the walls survive to a height of about 1.8m.  

Further masonry runs east from the main complex for approximately 13m.  

NPRN 90119 Bryn-Ty-Mawr N

SN 8851 3546 Building platform

This is a flattened area immediately adjacent to the road. It dimensions are 30m by 15m.  On its eastern side the road cuts it.  

NPRN 90145 Bryn-Ty-Mawr SW

SN 8792 3516 Field System

A curvilinear field system with a small shepherd’s hut or similar feature, sub circular and surviving to a height of about 3 courses of dry stone walling coming off the eastern side of the bank.  The bank is roughly 3m wide and a metre high.  

SN 8788 3520

Military bunker cut into the top of the field system.

NPRN 90142   Nant Eithrim

SN 8766 3551 Enclosure

An L-shaped dry stone enclosure consisting of 3 bays on a north west south east alignment.  The nw axis is roughly 20m and the ne axis is roughly 15m.  The south east room is about 3m by 2m.  There is a gap of  about 3m to the north east room which is roughly 1m by 3m.   The north east room is roughly 3m by 3m.  The walls are about 1m wide and survive to a height of between 1m and 1.5m.   The site is grassed over and in a ruinous state.  

It  is surrounded by a rectilinear earthwork enclosure roughly 60m by 40m.  

NPRN 90143 Nant Eithrim S

SN 8789 3550 Enclosure

The enclosure is rectangular and aligned northeast southwest and measuring 7m by 6m.  Grassed over stone walls survive to a height of about 0.60m.  A small entrance in the southeast corner is roughly 1m wide.  The enclosure was probably a sheep pen, probably late medieval or post medieval in date.  

AIL9

SN 8773 3545

A military bunker is cut into a possible barrow.  The feature is a raised mound of 12m by 10m and stands about 1.5-2m above the slope.

SN 8728 3601

This is a shallow trackway running more or less east west up to 70 or 80 cm deep and greater than 30 to 40m long. Below the level of the scarp, it might be natural hill slip.  

SN 8726 3588

L shaped military trench about 2m long, surviving to about 40cm deep.

SN 8723 3582

Zig zag military trench about 3m long

SN 8724 3579

A series of 20-30 military bunkers all below the scarp on the line of the road and all looking out over the valley.

AIL10

SN 8740 3572

This small enclosure approximately 7m in diameter is more or less circular in form.  A low bank approximately 0.30m high surrounds it.  Occasional stones scattered in the area suggest that it was originally of stone construction.

AIL11

SN 8741 3573

About 20m south of AIL11 is a small mound or cairn 5m in diameter and standing about 1m high.  To its south are 2 larger stones.  

AIL12
SN 8738 3579

A further circular enclosure or platform, about 8m across in the north west of which is a squared cut area possibly indicating the presence of a hut.

AIL13

SN8766 3551

A large field, adjacent to NPRN 90142 was seen from a distance to contain ridge and furrow covering almost its entire surface.

AIL14
SN 8770 3635 

A hollow which might be the position of an enclosure or even a platform.  There appears to be a small amount of upcast around it that might be a bank or it might be from military excavation.   

SN 8768 3629 

Military trench about 5m long by about 3m wide and about a metre deep.  Aligned roughly north south.  

SN 8770 3626

This possible enclosure is about 6m square and with an entrance on the south side. It might be military in origin, as there are several foxholes in the immediate area. 

AIL15
SN 8770 3624

This feature is a possible enclosure, about 6m in diameter.  The entrance appears to be on western side.  

AIL16

SN 8774 3622

The field contains ridge and furrow; the distance between ridges was about 6m.  This was visible at the hedge line but not very pronounced.

AIL17
SN 8773 3617

A possible cultivation terrace is present on the southern slope.  

AIL18

SN 8771 3605

This circular area approximately 6-7m in diameter may be a natural springhead, but frequent loose stone in the area suggests some human activity

SN 8784 3609

Military trench aligned north south, about 3m long.  

AIL19
SN 8787 3609

This small mound of stone might be a cairn or might possibly be natural in origin.

AIL20
SN 8784 3613

This well-defined rectangular enclosure is aligned roughly north south and about 7m long and 5m wide.  The stone walls, grassed over, stand to a height of about 0.5m and are about 0.80m wide.  Very large stones are present on the northern side. 

Just to the north of the enclosure is a bank approximately 5m wide and another may be present to the north of this, and seem likely to be ridge and furrow.  They are also present further down the slope. The enclosure could be part of a small farmstead with its surrounding field systems.

SN 8739 3662

A series of military foxholes.

NPRN 90141 Nant Eithrim N

SN 8774 3578 Field Boundary

This field boundary, aligned northwest southeast consists of a bank.

PRN 23873 Blaen Nant y maen

SN 8830 3609 Pit

The area of quarrying is part of that on the other side of the road. The quarrying appears to be cut into the banks of the stream. 

AIL22
SN 8838 3593

This possible circular hut platform measures about 8m in diameter.

AIL23
SN 8847 3586 

A small square depression approximately 8m across and aligned east west might be either a building platform or natural.  From a distance it appears as though there is a shallow bank around it.  

AIL24

SN 8825 3594

A trackway cut into hill slope might be connected with quarrying work in the area.  Its maximum width is 3m.  It might be the result of natural erosion.  

SN8817 3586

Military bunker.  Film 4, no 24 shows this with site 13 in background.

PRN 20661 Berth Ddu

SN 8613 3698  Building - house

Size Approx 30m x 30m numerous still standing random rubble walls to a max height of c.1.30m. Heading to the west is small trackway c.2.5m wide, length unknown. Film 2 shots 8 and 9.

Heading in a southwesterly direction away from the site is a hollow way that is approx 3m wide and the depression is approximately 1.6m at its highest point. Film 2, No 10

AIL25
SN 8616 3699

This small circular hollow, about 6m in diameter and relatively flat bottomed.  The banks around it are approx 1m wide. 

SN 8623 3695

Modern army trench, E/W aligned, 3m x 1m.

SN 8623 3697
Same field, another army trench E/W aligned, 3m x 1m.

SN 8625 3698

Army fox hole, same as previous

SN 8628 3701
Two further military trenches, same as previous.


PRN 799 Clawdd Brythonig

SN8625 3687 British Camp/Hillfort

The site measures about 39m N/S by 30m, is roughly oval in shape with an external bank and an internal ditch. The bank is about 5m wide and the ditch is 7m wide. There is some internal damage at SN 8625 3688, possibly military disruption. On the south and west faces there is an external ditch and the east face has been cut by the road. There is a simple entrance in the south face with a hollow way heading south into the valley. The existing road runs parallel to this. Further disturbance in the southeast corner is military in origin.

SN 8627 3672
Small military trench, 1.5m x 3m, very shallow, possibly backfilled.

SN 8613 3660
Two small military bunkers, 1.5m x 0.50m, aligned E/W.

AIL26
SN 8611 3671
A series of small earthworks possibly drainage channels and banks.  Occasional military activity in the form of square cut trenches is also present.  The total area of the earthworks is 25m E-W x 16m. The rest of this field consists of bog and access is impossible.

SN 8604 3677
Small military foxhole, 1m x 3m, positioned next to the road.

AIL27

SN 8605 3679
A hollow way heads in a southwesterly direction from PRN 20661, down to the modern military road at SN 8605 3679.

SN 8605 3679
Immediately to the north of this is another military trench c.1m x 3m, aligned E/W.

SN 8605 3680
Military trench, aligned E/W, 5m x 1m in width.

SN 8600 3691
Military observation trench, approx 5m x 1m.

Around this trench are 8 features likely to be shell holes, they have irregular sides and are now filled with water.

SN 8607 3731
Circular depression, 6m in diameter, spoil around the outside, most likely interpretation, military.

NPRN 90149 Clawdd Brythonig E

SN8636 3680 Enclosure.

This enclosure is roughly rectangular and 6m from the top of outer bank to top of outer bank. Banks are approx 1m wide and remain to a standing height of 0.40m. Date uncertain and could even be part of military, Film 2 Shot 16.

NPRN 90150 Clawdd Brythonig E

SN8635 3675

Military trenches. White tape was present around the site and we had been informed that this denotes a minefield.

AIL28
SN 8639 3684

This possible quarry site is located next to the track and consists of an area, bounded on the south and west sides by a small bank. A stream follows the outer edge of this bank. Inside the bank is a marshy area and on the south side it is bounded by a large outcrop of natural rock.

SN 8656 3700
Small military trench. Approx 2m x 0.80m with modern backfill.

SN 8660 3697
Modern military slit trench, 3m x 1m x 0.40m deep. NW/SE aligned.

SN 8658 3702
Slit trench, 8m x 1m, mainly backfilled.

SN  8659 3702
Slit trench, 6m x 2m, aligned NW/ SE.

SN 8661 3701
Slit trench, 6m x 2m, aligned NW/SE.

SN 8662 3707
“L” shaped slit trench, E/W aligned, 3m x 1m E/W – 4mx 1m N/S, backfilled, 314m OD.

Surrounding this trench are numerous earthworks of unknown origin, type or date.  These may be natural but this is considered highly unlikely.

NPRN 25200

SN 8665 3696 

As seen this site appears to be a military construction used for urban warfare practice. 

NPRN 90140 Dixie’s corner 

SN 8746 3640, quarry. 

Measuring 50m EW x 21m, the quarry is visible as abundant irregular earthworks. 

NPRN 90147 Clwyd Bwlch y Groes

SN8735 3613 Quarries
The quarry follows the line of the road, 100m E/W x 20m and comprises abundant small excavations with numerous piles of spoil.

SN 8738 3534 

West facing trench, 4m N/S x 5m, most likely military.

SN 8911 3538, 

Probably a military trench, spoil located on the down slope. 2.5m N/S x 0.80m E/W

SN 8908 3541
Small military fox hole, aligned N/S

SN 8907 3542 

Small military fox hole, aligned N/S

SN 8906 3542 

5m N/S x 0.8m wide, military foxhole

SN 8901 3543 

Numerous shallow depressions over an area of 18m N-S x 8m.  It seems likely to be military in origin.

SN 8903 3549
Military trench, 3m x 3m, very shallow

SN 8899 35484
Military trench, facing down slope, approx 5m in length

AIL 30

SN 8894 3553
Standing to a maximum 0.50m above the natural slope is a raised platform 8m N-S by 9m. It is however irregular in shape and its use as a hut platform cannot be confirmed at this time.

To the west of the platform is a raised bank, heading down the slope, approx 5m wide and standing approximately 0.80m proud of the surrounding surface. It has been flattened by erosion.

SN 8896 3550
Military trench, larger than most of the others, rough “L” shape, N/S 11m x 1m, E/W 9m x 1.5m.

SN 8895 3550
Small military fox hole, 2m 0.5m, approx alignment N/S.

AIL29
SN 8886 3541
The possible farmstead measures 11m N-S x 6m and the south and east sides consist of a raised bank, approx 0.5m high.  On the west side is a track that follows the field boundary across the site.  Modern military trenches have been dug into the top and have recently been backfilled.

SN 8893 3526 

3 modern military slit trenches approx 3m apart, aligned approx N/S, 2.2m x 0.5m.

SN 8896 3528
Large circular depression c.6m diameter, wood in bottom suggests collapsed military bunker.

SN 8897 3528
Large circular depression c.6m diameter.  Probably collapsed military bunker.

SN 8898 3528
Large circular depression slightly smaller than 6m diameter, collapsed military bunker?.

PRN 23871 Llandeilo’r Fan Pit 1

SN 8902 3533 Pit
The pit measures 9m N-S by 18m and is steep sided and with a flat base. It is cut into side of the hill and rubble fans on the down slope.  The feature has been cut into be military trenches

NPRN 90117 Pant Mawr

SN 8898 3536  Building platform
There appear to be 3 building platforms aligned NW – SE.  These are cut into the downslope.  

SN 8897 3536
The first of these is aligned NW-SE and measures 10m x 15m.  It is cut into the down slope by approx 1.5m.

SN 8898 3535
5m to the east is the second platform, 5m x 5m, subcircular in shape and cut into the downslope by approx 1m. Entrances in both cases face down into the valley.

To the southwest is a trackway, which follows a field boundary

SN 8896 3534

The 3rd hut platform is roughly square and is 6m E-W and flat bottomed. Spoil from this platform spread on the downslope side for a distance of approx 12m. It was suggested that the platform started life as a stone quarry. Preservation is good, although there are no standing walls visible. A small amount of damage to the SE corner of the site caused by the construction of a military bunker on a field boundary.

SN 8892 3532
Military activity, 9m x 1m.

SN 8889 3534
Zigzag military trench, approx 5m in length x 0.5m and follows the contour.

NPRN 90430 Llyn Nant Llys

SN8875 3438 Cultivation terrace
As observed the site consists of a 0.60m rise in the ground level, located to the east of the farm track leading away from Pant Mawr to SN 88931 353521.

SN 8910 3535
5 small military fox holes. 1.5m wide, all face different directions.

SN 8919 3531
Series of modern fox holes in an area approx 30m x 30m

SN 8911 3526
Hillside overlooking Pant Mawr, 8 or 9 small military fox holes.

SN 8916 3528
Military foxholes

NPRN 90118 Pant Mawr W

SN8874 3537 Enclosure
From a distance this appears to be a field boundary. 

SN 8902 3521
Numerous small military foxholes grass grown over the top, possible WWI in date.

Pant Mawr
Currently modern military construction, consisting of two buildings (urban training style).

To the west, at SN 8904 3514 cemented stone walls are visible on the down slope of what is a modern raised area now used as a car park associated with the modern buildings. The cemented walls are visible where the army has dug down to construct bunkers

These walls are constructed in random rubble and bonded with a light grey mortar. Only about 2m of wall is visible and it seems likely that the original Pant Mawr settlement is now under the car park. It is not clear whether the site was bulldozed or whether it was buried. 

AIL31

SN 8909 3511
This hollow way extends for about 50m down the valley to the south.  It is cut about 2m into the down slope. Further down the valley it converts to a normal track about 4.5m to 5m wide. The distance between the tops of the two banks is approximately 10-12m.

SN 8899 3505
This area is extremely boggy and access is not easy

AIL 51

SN 8893 3507

About 20m from the stream is a raised mound, 7m in diameter that stands approx 0.70m above the surrounding bog. Surrounding this mound is a circular arrangement of medium to large sized stones.

NPRN 90121 Blaen nant y maen

SN 8828 3563 Farmstead

The farmstead includes a large enclosure, approx 30m x 20m.  Along the northern side are three bays, each measuring about 8m x 7m.  The walls are of random rubble construction, some still standing 1.4m and about 0.50m wide. As the site is situated across the base of a valley it would appear that at most times of the year there would be a constant stream running through the courtyard. The preservation is reasonable, the threat restricted to the army re-using the stone to construct small bunkers. To the south of the site are a series of small field boundaries, which increase in size the further from the site one travels.

SN 8826 3565
To the west is a hut platform approximately 5m E-W by 7m N-S.  On two sides there is a raised bank, 2m wide by 0.5m high and with some stone surviving on the platform. The platform is raised to approximately 0.5m above the surrounding area. The date of neither site can be determined at this time.

AIL32

SN 8822 3551 

This consists of a large flat area that is approximately 15m at its max, above the height of the surrounding marsh. On the east and south slopes there is a clearly defined edge consisting of a break in slope of approx 1.5m. The stream at the bottom of the valley is to the immediate west of the “hill”.  It seems likely that agricultural use of the area has further defined a natural plateau.

AIL33

SN 8812 3552
Within this valley are a series of earthworks probably providing evidence of water management in the valley. This includes a sizable quantity of stone around the junction of several streams at this point.

AIL34

SN 8816 3551
Large semi-circular enclosure, 23m N/S x 9m E/W. It is situated between the “hill” on the east side and the stream on the west. It has a raised bank around the outside that is c.0.40m high. Under the turf cover is a sizable quantity of stone. This may be part of a small settlement located within this relatively narrow stream valley. Age cannot be determined at this time. Threat – minimal at present.

AIL35

SN 8816 3548
On the opposite bank of the stream i.e. the west side, is what might be a hut platform (or possibly a flat platform created by water erosion i.e. flooding), 15m N/S x 5m E/W, roughly rectangular. Cut into western downslope and raised on the stream side i.e. east by 0.40m. Film 3, shot 6.

AIL50

SN8820 3544

This raised platform lies to the south of AIL35 and is currently being eroded by the stream on its east side. It measures approximately 9m N-S x 5m E-W. No stone is visible. The eroded section shows peat growth over clay. Like the previous platform, this may also be the result of natural processes. 

SN 8839 3547
Small military bunker

PRN 23083 Dixies Corner Hillfort

SN 8699 3661  Enclosure

The enclosure is circular with banks 3.5m wide and 0.4m high. The entrance lies at the east.  The interior is heavily rutted with occasional dip and trough. The site is situated 5m from the existing road.  

AIL45

SN 8730 3649 – SN 8663 3612

This linear bank, 4.5m wide and 1m high forms a field boundary.  It is filled with stones.  The orientation is SE-NW following the stream.

SN 8727 3642

Area of military activity; also bridge over the stream to the east.

AIL48

SN 8734 3648

This hut platform is circular with its entrance at the west.  It is 10m in diameter, with the  banks 2m wide and 0.25m high.   

AIL49

SN 8730 3630 

This hut platform is circular, with a diameter of 10m and the entrance to the west.  The banks around it are 2m wide and 0.25m high.

AIL46

SN 8729 3655

This circular hut platform, with its entrance at the north is 6m in diameter.  It cuts into the hillside at the south. A trackway 52m long and 2m wide runs westward from the entrance 

SN 8728 3655

Series of 5 rectangular military foxholes. 5m x 1m.  Film 1 no 36.

SN 8709 3683
In the north west corner of the field, occupying an area approx 27m  x 25m there are linear lazy beds or ridge and furrow running down the slope.  These are crossed by a hedge at the NW end beyond which northern end is disturbed by military activity. 

AIL47
SN 8705 3650

The area occupied by the ridge and furrow or lazy beds is about 10m x 15m.  They run down the slope from the tip and along the slope at the bottom of the area

SN 8681 3729

Area of modern military activity.  Film 2, nos 4, 5, 6.

The following features and field systems were observed from a distance and marked on the maps.  Coordinates are therefore given from the map:

SN 8620 3660

Field centred on above grid ref.  Ridge and furrow, only visible from distance. 

AIL44

SN 8820 3550

Field centred on the above grid ref.  Possible field system.

5. Discussion

5.1 Walk over survey

The walk over survey identified 50 new (non-military) sites. These range in date and nature from Prehistoric burial mounds to Post-medieval agricultural features. 

The distribution of the new sites can be seen to be very similar to that of the previously known sites on figures 2 and 3. However, one discrepancy between the distributions of these sites is that the ground-based survey located more sites at valley heads than previously identified. This could be in part due to the build up of bog reducing the height of earthworks (making them more difficult to see from the air).

It was also noted during this survey, that for a large amount of earthwork sites, unless the survey transect passed through a site it was very easy to pass this type of site at even quite short distances. This was particularly emphasized when the GPS system was used to find known sites as it was common to have to walk round the area even though the instrument would identify a point to within 10-30 meters of a site.

A further consideration is the accuracy of the coordinates for sites. Earlier sites may be taken from ordnance survey maps 91st edition etc..). It was notable that in some cases the coordinate on the original database might be 20m different from that recorded by the GPS system (accurate to 10m). 

Three main impacts on the archaeology were observed during the fieldwork.

· Artillery fire is gradually obscuring earthwork sites making them unidentifiable

· The construction of fox holes is eroding historic buildings and other ancient monuments such as cairns through robbing for construction materials

· Excavation of practice trenches and bunkers has in the past ( and in some cases still is) impinging on archaeological sites.

More general considerations encompass landuse. Aforestation could case significant damage to archaeological sites. At present boggy areas are likely to be protecting buried sites. The lack of sites at the north end of Area A is probably more due to a cover of bog which has developed since prehistoric times than an absence of sites altogether. This would presently afford good protection to such sites.

A small amount of analysis was subsequently carried out to compare the new data against the previously known sites. The analysis concentrated on site type and period. For the most part the site type designation matched. However, it was notable that the original data set contained not only general descriptions but also much more precise definition where this was possible. It is recommended that for the site area a much more rigorous adherence to specifically defined general site types be maintained (e.g. round barrow, cairn-barrow and barrow could be defined as barrow). The detail can be elucidated from either the description field or a secondary site type field. Unfortunately the lack of standard fields hinders analysis of the data. The second field chosen was date and a rapid breakdown of the data using this criteria identified the lack of precise dating for features within this type of landscape, particularly because of the presence of earthworks and the potential of the landscape to preserve prehistoric and medieval features alike. There was too little precise dating to allow the data sets to be compared using this criteria.

A summary of the information obtained by the walk over survey is provided below:

	Type of site
	% of known data set 

(441 sites)
	% of new data set

(50 sites)

	Barrow (and cairn)
	4
	6

	Earthwork
	5
	8

	Enclosures
	4
	14

	Farm (and house)
	18
	4

	Fields
	4
	4

	Mounds
	1
	4

	Platforms (and terraces)
	3
	20

	Quarry
	10
	10

	Ridge and furrow
	0
	10

	Tracks (and Hollow ways)
	4
	8

	Other
	47
	12


Table 1: sites by type

The difficulty in comparing the two data sets is that the original data contains biases in data collection. The main bias is demonstrated by the high percentage of farms in the whole area against those found in the walkover. Evidently these have been well researched and mainly show up on Ordnance Survey mapping. The second most notable distinction between these two valleys and the rest of the survey area is the disproportionately large number of earthwork features identified. This demonstrates that aerial photography and documentary evidence are only identifying a much smaller fraction of earthwork sites than are recovered by field walking (however, another element to bear in mind here is that the identification of such sites from the air could result in earthworks being catalogued as much larger groups, whilst on the ground the links between features can be lost and elements of earthwork complexes listed separately).

It is interesting to note that the selected samples of landscape only account for two thirds of feature types listed in the original data. This is partly because place-name sites would not be identified by walkover survey and new military sites are excluded from the list of sites on the database at present.
It would appear that a number of site types are under-represented in the existing data set. These are predominantly undocumented small earthwork sites. The existing data set appears to be strongly reliant on documentary information. 

5.2 Farms survey

The main point, which arises from the farm survey, is the lack of match between the surveyed ground plans and the digital Ordnance Survey map. This is difficult to reconcile.

The surveys have however, identified features associated with these farms that were previously unknown and accurate measurement demonstrates that the development of farmsteads can be interpreted at least in part from their exposed remains.
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