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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

STATEMENT OF ATRCRAPT ACCIDENT CLASSIPICATION
BOARD

It is the opinion or the Investigators that the plane in making an approach at a
slow air speed, stalled end spun into ground. The position of the wreckage shows
that the aircraft hit in a vertical position fram an altitude of about 300 feet,
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No. 41 Operational Training Unit,
ReA.Fe Station,
HAWARDEN,
Nr, Chester,

8ir,

I have the henour to report that at 1337 hours to-day, 12,2,44, a
Lockheed Lightning aircraft No. 7931, pilot Lt, James P, Christy, creshed in
No. 7. dispersal, No. 48 M.U, just outside this airfield, In oreshing it set
alight twe Wellington aircraft on the hardstanding where it hit, ' All three
airoraft sse"written off",

The weather was bad at the time with cloud base about 800' snd horisental
visibility not more than 2,000 yards, T

The Lightning appeared in the circuit Jjust belew cloud and circled the
airfield, The Airfiald Controller fired a green verey cartridge at it to shew
that it had permission to land, The beacon was 1lit at the dewn-wind end of the
runway in use (No, 32) as is usual in bed visibility.

TbLmtnmnontalightmmloﬂhcomdm
airfield and then re-appeared, as if it was coming in to land em Runway 19

Pream the witnesses statements, attached at appendices "A", "B", "C", and
*D", it weuld appear that the aiméaft was flying at too lew an airspeed and
stalled and spum in, The engine splutter mentiemed by W/0 Bryan in his evid-
ence (Appeddix "B®) does net, in my indicatien indicate an engine failure but
was caused, in the epiniem of S/IAr. Hands, 0.C. Servicing Squadron, and myself
by the pilet speeding up an engine which had previocusly been ruming slewly.

An Investigating efficer fram UsS.Ade Base, Burtamwood arrived here and
saw me at 1530 heurs and has requested that the witnesses statements, tegether
with this letber may be forwarded to him, :

I have the heneur to be
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

/% Be LUCUS, &1,
Chief, Flying Instructer,

2 W : TRUE COFY:

1st Lte,  AC,
Member, A/C Clansification Committee.
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HF/UF Statien,
He/AeFo HAUAKDEN,

12 Pebuary, 194,

8ir,

At apyroximately 1540 howrs to-day an aircraft crash was witnessed from
the 1P Station,

The airaraft, a Lookheed Lightning, had proceeded over the Ltation in a
Nertherly direction, height apiroximately 300 feet, It appeared % be in diffe
feulty, engines were cutting out and back-firing, It recovered and continued
osurse in the direction of Healand,

i hed just re-entered the L/F station again when the molse of the engines

outting eut was heard again, As I looked out of the door the eagines ceased alto-
gother, and t which was at about 100f'¢, rclled over to one side and nosee
dived to the Lmmeediately burating into flames half a mile away,

Flying Ceatrol Officer, wio is on direct line to us, was iaformed at once,

/% Cpls P, Yeston, 54636
NeUeUs i/ 0 HF/LP sStation.

Officer Cammandin,,
Ree &de OeT.Us

CGERTIPIED A TRUE COFY:

st L., AO,
Member, Alroraf't Classifioation Comuittee,
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First witness (F/0 Ceu. Tapsen, 114,272) states:~

"On 12,2,44, at approximately 1515 e, I was standing outside "w"

Flight, when 1 sighted a Lightning airoraft the airficld, It was at
about 1,000 feet lyin: at evout 200m, ps to be quite nommal end
not in difficulties, The visibility at the about 2,000 yaxds,

A st vhdle afterwards, I lost sight of the aircruft which was flying
in a Northerly direction, A minute afterwards I .gain sav the airorsft appreache
ing the aerodrome at approximately 300 feet down wind frun a Northerly aireotion,
I could not estimate his speed accurately as he was appresching me almost head on
but he seemed to be flying very slowly.

When abreast of the aerodreme boundaxy his lef't wing flicked down and
then he spiralled straight dom to the ground in a spin,

He hit the greund with a loul explosion followed by a sheet of flame
and began te bum furiously with a cleoud of smeoke, About 3 minutes later
there was another egplosien,

At no time 4id he sppear to have any engine trouble, Jis wheels weve
up on his final sppeeach towards the aerodrome,

s/ GeGe TAPSON, F/0
a7 Couree, 41 O ToUs

CERTIFIED A TRUE COFYs
/7 .
el sy

lst Lt., M,
Member, Alroreft Classification Comndttee,



“On 12,24k, at ap roximtely 1330 hrs, I was cycling cack to Hawerden
fron lunch when I saw a Lightning aircref't flying away from the airfield im a
Northerly direction towsrds [ ueensferwy,

He then started to turn through 130 degs to come baok towgrds the airfield,
mmmummaxln-htmmhhmw This was
raluuw.wwmrmmmmmutummm
te pick upe His nose whoel was dowm, He then tumed ssay from the asrodrems,

| notided

/9 GoGe BRYAN, WO,
Signals Offioer 48 1, U,

HAW ~ZDEN,
CERTIF LD A TRUL COFYs
FRED R, CABOLI,
ist Lt., 4O,
Nember, Alrcreft Classification Comndttee,
. - & E > ? ;m
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Thind "itnese (AeCe2¢ AeEe Duraman, 1H75255, statomi=

"At ap roximstely 1315 hrss on 12,2,44 I wi.s working in Vellington vire
oraft R1327 “in 48 1 Us Dispersal No, 7, about 50 ards from the scene of the

£

i

9
Sudenly an siroralt appeared ) diving eut of centrel, *‘-
soon as the noise passed over me a lowd ¢ similtanecualy y a :
explosion, took place,
By this time I emerging from my Wellingten and imuediately waw the

CERTIFIED A TRUE COFEs

lst Lt., AC,
Member, Adroraft Clesgification Camittee.
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Fourth Witness (AeCels Ee licGeozh, sta ess=

"4t ap roximiiely 1330 hese on 124244, I was working on the alrcraft in Nee
7 Dilpel“ll w Mo Ue -

I was sctually in the hut on the Dispersal when I heard the sound of an alr-
craft overheads [ rushed out of the hut and saw a twin engimed aircruft diving ous
of control towaxds me. .

ItpunedowruvwamtsofoetrmﬁnMMdomhdhﬁ.h
vwellin tons parked on the hardstanding neartyys 7his was about 30 feet from me,

It blew up im edistely upon impact and burst into flames,

oproach to the siroreft was impossible owing to the flame and heat end I
therefure juaped on my vlaycle with the intention of telephening Flying Centxel
vhen I nct a Corporal who tald me that it was not necess:y as the accident had
bosn seen. ’

/% Be MoulOGH,
Al
Armouser L8 MU,
Hawanden,
CERTIFLED A TRUB COPYM
Agn. CASQLI,
m“&. w. I e

' Member, Aircoraft Classification Cosmsdtiees
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WILLIAM H, AKMOLD
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O, EIGHTH AFBADA.
POLLOWING REPORT IS SUAMITTED IN COMELAANGE wITH EIGHPH AIR FOKCE MEMGRANDUM
SIZTY DASH ONE CMA DATED 70 NINE OCTOBMMOME NIME FOUR THREE CMA IN ACCOHDMNCE
WITH AAP REGULATION SIX TWO DASH FOURTEEN QMA PAKT PIVE CMa SECTION POUR GMA
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