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Clareston

SM95701042   OS  25” 2nd edition  XXXIII.4    Freystrop

1738    George Roch, the first of the name, living here.  Son of Nicholas Roch of Rickeston (died 1745), married Martha Allen of Gelliswick and had a son also George.

1789    George Roch High Sheriff.  Jesus College, Oxford. Died unmarried 1820 and  succeeded by brother Joshua Roch (died 1827).

1811    Fenton writes “Clareston, the seat of George Roch Esq., approached by a handsome avenue extending to the road, in midst of a modern but thriving plantation, raised by thick planting, though in an exposed situation and an unfavourable soil.”

1827    George Clayton Roch became High Sheriff in 1830. He was son of Joshua and his wife Anne, daughter of Joseph Allen of Gelliswick.  Married a Mrs Elizabeth Williams of Pembroke (who she?) in 1829.  Burned to death in his bed 1833.

1840    S. Lewis writes, “Clareston, an elegant, modernised mansion, seat of George Clayton Roch, Esq., which was originally the residence of the family Powel”.

Purchased by Thomas Henry Davis, son of Mullock and Trewarren. who was HS in 1865. He died at Hayston Hall in 1888 having sold Clareston to the Ballinger family of Swansea brewers. This family was still here in 1907.

In the grounds is said to be an erect stone inscribed  “G.R. 1755” (FJ)

1930’s    Sir Charles Price, MP.  
Lower lodge entrance north-east of the house:

Lodge modernised to bungalow and a second one built just inside,

Iron railing left (south) splay replaced by modern wall. Iron gate piers with finials and a pair if iron gates. Secondary pier to right has lost its finial; pedestrian gate. Long, sweeping curved railing to stone pier at extreme right (north)  (1a, 1b and 1c)

The drive meets the road through wrought (sic) iron gates (no doubt by Marychurch of Haverfordwest), once part of a gracious segmental screen, now half-missing.   Pevsner Pembrokeshire 2004.  GH believes that they are at least in part of cast iron.

Upper lodge at Grove End east of the house:

Modernised lodge.  Disused drive with remains if gate pier and some planting. (2)

Documents in file:

Text (limited as no visit has been made to date Dec 2002)

OS 25” map

Four colour photographs of lodges

Western Telegraph Obituary 25th March 2007  Mrs Norma Scale (whose father Mr Dixon was manager of Carmarthen saw mill) liver at Trewern Farm, Kilgetty.

As a girl she lived at Clareston.

