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Penrhiw, St. Davids

SM 751260            OS 25” first edition  XIV.15             St.Davids

February 2000.  For sale with Coast and Country Estates, Fishguard.  Formerly a   Victorian Gothic rectory it was later extended to accommodate a RC nunnery.  This ceased to function in the 1980’s since which it has been in private ownership as a residential home (hotel/hostel) taking groups..

Grade II listed building.

Visit 8th March 2000.

This Victorian vicarage, a short distance north of St. Davids, stands on a ridge and faces eastwards across a valley.  From the city one can see its roofline above a clump of trees on the northern horizon.

A short dive enters the garden from the south between purple Caefai Sandstone piers with decorative tops of a lighter stone. There is a long lawn across the back (west) of the house and a smaller one to the right occupying the southern part of the site.

A stone terrace perhaps 3m wide runs along the “front” of the house raised somewhat above the kitchen garden.  The latter is the length of the house but only about 10/15m in depth.  A fairly high stone wall of light-coloured  rubble stone projects outwards at each end; at the north there is a pedestrian entrance near the house and at the far end the wall turns parallel with the house for about 10m with another pedestrian opening.  This wall is continued with an ugly  20C concrete block wall.  Whether there ever was a stone wall here or an earth bank or nothing is not known.  In any case the garden depth is limited by a precipitous wooded slope.

There are beech and sycamore around the site.

(Little to do with gardens.....the two ground floor rooms on the south are large with big windows on two walls.  They both have fireplaces with beautiful William de Morgan tiles - of different patterns but similar colours, mostly blues and greens.  They have not been put in place with great skill or a full appreciation of the overall pattern.  They are illustrated in the book “Tiles of William de Morgan” which the owner possesses.)
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