ROSEMARKET  DOVECOTE

The Pigeon House (or Columbarium) stands in a field known as PIGEON HAY, some 200 yards south of Big House and about half that distance from the church. It is a circular, domed roof, building of local sandstone rubble with walls 39 inches thick. The entrance is 50 inches high and 32 inches wide with a sandstone lintel and the remains of an arch on the outer face. In all the dovecote is 17 feet high, measured from the base to the roof. A string course of projecting flat stones separates roof and wall and the conical roof reached 55 feet above the level of the wall. Inside there are a little more than 200 nesting holes. These are square, not L-shaped, as in the more sophisticated examples. Some dovecotes housed several thousand birds, so the Rosemarket cote is comparatively small. Most (?) dovecotes contained a potence, that is a revolving mechanism with a ladder that was used to reach the highest nests but there is no evidence that this pigeon house ever contained one.


Very similar dovecotes are found at Angle and Manorbier. Cook, in his “Book of Dovecotes” dates the Angle Hall buiding to the 12th or 13th century and describes it as being of great antiquity. Presumeably the Rosemarket example is of similar date and was originally associated with the Knights of St John.


It seems likely that the village dovecote is of Medieval date and was never improved or adapted. It was probably used to provide winter meat for the Prior of Slebech during the Middle Ages and for the people of the Great House during the Post-Medieval period.


The introduction of swede and turnip cultivation in the early 18th century doomed dovecotes with later assistance from oil cake and other feeding stuffs. These helped to keep cattle and sheep alive through the winter reducing the need for supplementary meat production ie of doves and pigeons.

When first built the dovecote would have been a striking object gleaming white on the brow of the hill. Traces of the whitewash and plaster that originally covered both inner and outer walls can still be seen and the re-

Construction shows the pigeon house as it may have appeared in the time of the Knights of St John. 

The dovecote is not the only site of historic interest to be seen at Rosemarket. Looking south from the cote will be seen the church of St Ishmael. This was founded in the dark ages but the present structure was built much later in Medieval times. Behind the church a line of trees marks the strong banks of an Iron Age hill fort known as The Rings, built over 2000 years ago. In the 12th century this fort was known as the Castle of Rhos  and the newly established borough and market (known as Rhos marche became the commercial centre of the region. Later in the 12th century the Knights of St John , a military brethren who gained prestige during the 1st Crusade, were granted the village 
