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Withybush

SM96161882                   OS  25”  XXII.16        Rudbaxton

16C - !7C   Sparks family  (tradesmen of Haverfordwest.

Martin, Sparks (b1713)  High sheriff in 1750 married Martha Phillips heiress of the Trellewelyn estate but died 1787 childless. He left all his estate to his sister Elizabeth (wife of Samuel Phelps of Wiltshire) for which they changed their name to Martin.

1788    Arms granted.

1865   The last Martin died.

1907   Rev C.M.Phelps, the last of this line, died. The estate had, together with Poyston, long before been purchased by William Owen, four times mayor of Haverfordwest. He was High Sheriff in 1859. Married Martha Stevenson of Clapton, Surrey and had issue. 

1894   George Leader Owen, his son, HS. Educated at Trinity, Cambridge he married, 

in 1887, Jane, widow of Sir William Maxwell, 10th Bart of Calderwood, daughter of F. Baird.

G.L. Owen died in 1905.

 (1902   Dr Henry Owen, another son, HS.  He lived at Poyston.)

1914    (Kelly’s Directory)  Lady Maxwell of Calderwood.

1939 - 45  Taken over by RAF.

1947   Derelict.  Demolished soon afterwards. (c 1960?)

                          Commercial building in walled garden and others on and around the site of the mansion.      Lodge survives.

                          Lake system survives somewhat silted up. Bridge. Restored path system open to public.

Of the features listed in the RCAMW database:

cd    replaced by tarmacadammed public road through industrial estate.

cons    demolished with house.

fp    substantial survival. Primarily pleasure garden feature?

gh    no sign.

lo    yes.

orch   no.

wg     some walling and a shelter belt to north and west survive, but a commercial building has been erected within the garden.

wold    around lakes.

wvp     ditto. Views somewhat obstructed by overgrowth.

Gazetteer:

House demolished after the war.  Garden walls survive but interior has industrial buildings. Shelter belt.  Lake system in woodland with paths open to the public.
Documents in file;

Text document (limited)

OS 25” first edition map

Three OS 25” second edition maps of the area

Three photographs of OS 25” second edition maps of the area

Two B&W photographs of the mansion

Two photographs of the lodge

Three colour photographs of the water gardens

Photocopy of part of magazine feature on several mansions

Western Telegraph cuttings 11th October 1995 (2)

Western Telegraph cutting 2nd August 1995 re use of the building in the walled garden site

June 2007  The lodge has been extended backwards and rendered to make a smart modern bungalow. The garden is well tended and very colourful.

