Camrose House

SM926198        OS 25” second edition XXII.14     Camrose

Very wooded site south of the vollage.

The house, which faces north, is in fairly good condition: much of it is let to temporary tenants. The conservatory is in a bad state of repair. The outbuildings and coach-house/stable are in good order with fine stonework and roofs. There is a raised circular area in the stable yard retained by a low stone wall and planted with red, white and purple flowered rhododendrons. (GH does not know how old they are).

There is a piered entrance at the south west corner of the site with a carriage drive through woodland to the north side of the mansion. Here there is a grassed area sloping away from the house and the branch of the drive leading up to the front door had cupressuses alonside; the best surviving are beyond the house.

The site was evidently quite wet and a straight canal, both for drainage and effect, runs along the north side of the drive.There were no less than four wells on the site; the one nearest to the house, at the house entrance to the walled garden, has been made into a feature – there is a low stone wall on three sides and a yew tree just to the west.

The walled kitchen garden is roughly square with a number of indentations as if the builders had to squeeze it into the site building their wall around various natural and man-made obstacles.

From the corner (SE) nearest the house the wall goes westward and slightly south. It is well constructed of stone with a good stone coping and some modern repair/pointing. There is a foot doorway close to this corner.

From the south west corner the wall goes north “sidestepping” an outside well. Like the north wall it is brick lined and finished with brick coping much of which survives.

There is a  (widened in recent times?) entrance in the north wall before it makes its first turn south. Just within the garden here are the brick bases of self standing buildings. The second edition map shows them merely as walls

Immediately before the wall makes another east turn there is a doorway from the shed built into the outside corner, which probably housed the boiler for a glasshouse. The base of this latter and another low wall survive.

The next double corner, where the wall turns south in two stages, is twice buttressed on the outside. These may have been added at a later date.

The east wall is of stone.

There survive several apple, pear and plum trees in the centre of the garden. Towards the east wall is a walnut.

The reason for the large notch in the NE corner is the tumulus (OS second edition) or motte. Is this a much earlier structure or was it built as a viewing platform and feature in the garden? In any case it has been moulded and built upon to make it into a formal feature in the 19th century. At its base, near the south side, is a gateway – low, dressed stone, piers and an iron hand gate. Stone steps rise to the flattened top, pausing at each concentric level. A matching gateway, the piers (part)plaster rendered and coped leads on to the top. There are three large yews.

This survey, done in July 1996, was somewhat cursory by recent standards being done on a semi-social visit with STF. It should have been followed up.
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(see file Pedigree for summary of family history)
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Two colour photographs of entrances

Three small colour photographs of house

Four colour photographs of family memorials in churchyard
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