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Llawhaden

Considered by Cadw for inclusion in Register but rejected

(Llawhadan House, village and churchyard)

SN070174 - SN075174                                                    Llawhaden

Manor House in village with restored, grant-aided dovecote and outbuildings. On the opposite (south) side of road is a high limestone wall; it is probable that there never was a complete walled garden but only shelter from the north. There are obtrusive buildings around.

Western Telegraph   Wednesday April 25th 2001

No hope for blaze-ravaged mansion

BY DORIS GODDARD

The fire-ravaged remains of historic Llawaden House are to be demolished.

The decision will come as little surprise as it would have cost an enormous sum to reconstruct the Grade II listed building.

The fire, in May last year, claimed the life of the owner Miss (sic) Edith Thomas, who had lived alone there. So fierce was the blaze that firemen were unable to recover her body for 36 hours. The 26 room house was reduced to a shell. (Aerial photograph)

The property has since been fenced off because it is in a dangerous condition.

Llawhaden House, which was of 17th century origin, also had a unique range of outbuildings which were undamaged.

The stables, granary and wagon house, dovecote, barn, milking shed and cow-house range, part of the wall and the gate piers were all listed.

Part of the land ….was sold off by auction last year but the future of Llawhaden House remained uncertain.

Discussions as to whether it could be rebuilt were held by the executors, Lloyds TSB Private Bank, Pembrokeshire County Council and the insurers.

The decision has now been made to demolish the property and a planning application has been submitted to the county planning department.

Miss (sic) Thomas left an estate of £743,719 net which will be shared between her nephews and nieces. 

Walled Garden;  there is a tradition that the wall, about 130 metres long was built by royalist prisoners (stones from the castle? GH) after their defeat at Colby Moor in 1645. If this were in any way true it could apply to one section only. The wall runs from Ash grove farm down to the boundary of New Inn. The western three fifths is earlier and built of rubble in which there is a small tower, while the eastern section is brought to courses and has within it a double gateway over which there was once a date stone. This plaque , which is now built into the rear of the wall, is inscribed with the following words: 



This wall was built in 1691 in X weeks by William Skyrme esq



LL.B, D.D. with Thomas Matthews RS Evans HV Ferrier masons.

A cobblestone pavement runs along the front of the wall. this was discovered in recent times and may also have been built at the orders of William Skyrme in the 17C.  The garden itself appears to have two distinct walled areas, one with trees, a path and a viewing tower with external stairs and the other with paths and a central square stone water feature. (Mary Houseman)

Mill converted to private dwelling somewhat liable to flood. See photograph of arch over original cart entrance.

Churchyard. Several yew trees and massive, more or less central, multi-trunked conifer thought (by GH) to be Sequoia sempervirens though he did not know that this species could be treated thus.

            Iron-railed enclosure just within gateway containing Foley of Ridgeway graves.

Church carpark about two hundred metres to the west. There is a large conifer at the NW (roadside) corner thought by GH to be a Sequoia sempervirens.

(see also Tal y bont)

30.8.99  Walk with OS 25” first edition map enlarged to twice (ie 50” to the mile) from the “Medeaeval bridge”. The millstream is clearly seen but badly silted. It only flows at flood time.

Red House has been recently done up. The stone building adjoining the millstream remains, as does the building on the west side of the road to the church just up a slope.

There was an entrance into the first floor of the mill from the west of the road by bridge. This was approached from the south up a slope from nearly opposite the road bridge and also up a much more gradual and longer slope from about 100m to the north. These tracks and the footbridge itself were no more than 1.3. wide; it looks as if the corn must have been carried up there on men’s backs. The stone column supporting the west end of the footbridge is intact; there is a window only where the building was entered, not even the outline of a door. Or did one empty one’s sack through a window-sized opening?

(Back to the road.... ) It is not evident why the map shows a dotted line across the roadway at the junction nor what the mark in the centre of the junction is.

The footbridge across the millstream remains; it is in the “front garden” of the old mill, now a modern house liable to the occasional flood.

(Going north....) there is a hedge on the right bordering the “back garden” of the mill house, Some large ash trees.

The odd-shaped structure next does not survive. Some years ago (20?) there was a commercial fish farm here. It is said to have become impossible when the floodwaters finally destroyed the weir. The next (trapezoid) area of trees has been cleared and tarmacadamed as a church car-park. 

Enclosure 721 with the millstream has become part of the private garden of one of the two bungalows built in the south part of enclosure 721

At the NW corner of the carpark is a Sequoia sempervirens with three beech, probably 20C, in a row. Within the garden is a large oak.

The church-yard has a number of fine yews: several near the entrance and one north of the church. Further north of the church is a multi-trunked Sequoia sempervirens (see above).

Just inside the churchyard is an enclosure with iron railings containing memorial stones to the Foley family of Ridgeway Mansion. There are ash and sycamore by the river but the conifers marked on the map have gone.

Nearly opposite the churchyard entrance is the start of the footpath which climbs steeply to the village. The wooded bank to the west of the road from bridge to church is precipitous.

(Continue to Holgan where a footpath goes to the left and eventually to the village, then up the hill to the point where the lane to Dan y coed farm departs: SN079182.)

A marked public footpath goes westward through a gateway into a forestry plantation. Conifers were recently felled here but broadleafs were left from earlier plantings. This lane goes past an (iron age?) fort, is joined by the last-mentioned footpath and curves round and up into Llawhaden village; why such interesting plantings are to be found along it GH does not know.

There are many varieties and ages of oak including Quercus robur and Q. hispanica. In one section are sweet chestnuts which appear to have been coppiced at some time.   

Gazetteer:

Village with manor house and listed farm buildings, garden and gateway. Castle. Chapel/hospice. Church, mill and Mediaeval bridge. Trees.

(but serious fire July 2000 and decision to demolish (WT 26 April 2001).

Documents in file:

Text

OS 25” first edition Llawhaden and Vicarage

OS 25” first edition Church, Mill and Talybon

OS 25” second edition Old Vicarage

Colour photographs of Walled Garden entrance, House entrance and Yard (3)

Colour photographs after fire (2)

Colour photographs of Mill 1999 (2)

B/W photocopy of Mill pre-restoration

Text re Talybont

Western Telegraph 17th May 2000 - report and photographs re fire

Ditto 25th April 2001 – re state of ruin

St Aidan’s Church booklet 

Western Telegraph 24th April 2002.  Planning application by executors to restore and alter ruined house.

See    the Llawhaden Book by Mary Houseman  Llan Aidan Press 2004

Western Telegraph  14th June 2006   Sale advertised: Former Mansion and Buildings
