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Cilciffeth or Kilkiffeth

SN012336    OS  25”1st ed  X.10   Llanllawr/Llanychaer

Churchyard contains large square enclosure with high iron railings full of the graves of the Gwynne family of Cwrt and of the related Thomas family of Cilcifferth.

1810    Fenton writes: Cilceithed, the ancient residence of David Ddu, (whose descendents were for centuries the first men of that county) falling among three co-heiresses in the time of Charles I, was deserted for the seats of the gentlemen on whom they had bestowed their lands and fortune.

              The possessors of this house were the Kings of the mountains and stretched their sway far and wide. Their mansion, as the tradition is, was in every way commensurate with their extensive property, command and hospitality; and though at the removalof the heiresses, the fabric was suffered to be dilapidated, amongst  the ruins, from time to time, have been discovered much cut stone, vaults and other relics indicatory of a style of magnificence not uncommon in this country at that period. This part of the estate fell to the share of the daughter (Joan, born 1630) who married at Slebech, and came to the late Sir William Hamilton by his first lady Miss Barlow, and is now the property of his nephew, the Hon. Robert Greville.

Greville was succeeded by his son Robert Fulke Greville who, in 1856, sold the house and its desmene to John Meyler, yeoman, who advertised it for sale in 1880, then comprising 781 acres. The Gwynne family (tenants) had left in 1847. (FJ)  Francis Jones, “Lloyd of Cilciffeth” Pembs. Hist. 1975.
1.9.99  A marked public footpath runs past the north side of the site.

From Caer-wen to the east it goes along an earlier drive with hedge bank on each side. After several hundred metres it enters a wet area and becomes impassable in shoes. No buildings can be seen as the banks to the left are thickly wooded.

The other (west) end of the path starts just inside the gateway to Clyn farm. At first it crosses a field but, as this was full of livestock, we decided not to venture it.

A visit to the farm and/or mansion itself will be necessary next.
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