EASTERN WOODLAND WALK

National Grid Reference: SS 628009881

Primary Record No. 04917w; 04924w

This woodland walk runs along the eastern valley side of the Afon Llan from the present M4 motorway embankment at its northern end to the site of a footbridge (04870w) at grid reference SS 628509857. It is presumed that this walk started from a footbridge (04951w) long destroyed, the site of which is now under the M4 motorway. To the south of the motorway a terrace c. 1m –1.5m wide cut into a steep slope marks the line of the path. It is not easy to trace as it runs amongst low cliff faces and is very overgrown. At one point it crosses a small stream which may have been modified to fall as a small cataract. Views across the Upper Lake and up to Penllergare Mansion would have been obtained from this section of path. The path then descends to the Upper Lake dam, from which the waterfall could have been viewed. A clear level terrace then leads to the Old Bridge. This section of path is not shown on any of the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 maps. The next section is recorded on Ordnance Survey maps. From the Old Bridge the path climbs and then runs across the slope. Here, because of woodland and dense bramble cover, the path is now virtually undetectable. A modern track cuts the path by the side of the stream. To the south of the stream a spur path leads down to the water and a possible viewing point. From this point the woodland is more open and the constructed earthwork terrace on which the path runs is easily detectable, and can be traced almost in its entirety to the site of the footbridge across the Afon Llan. John Dillwyn Llewelyn made many photographic studies of woodland walks. These are difficult to locate – but may be of this path – and show a worn earth path, on a constructed terrace, meandering through open, mature woodland.

Sources: R Morris 1999, Penllergare A Victorian Paradise; Ordnance Survey 1:2500 maps 1877, 1898, 1916 and 1936

