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TNA DOCUMENT TITLE:

“Meetings of the General Assembly of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company”
ACTUAL CONTENT: Meetings of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company
ACTUAL DATES: 29 July 1813 - 1827
NB. These meetings contain less people (6-7 rather than 20). It is not stated that they have shares in the company or voting rights. To date, I have not seen Mr Pickering or Mr Telford present at a meeting.
The assembly contains the proprietors (the ones with shares?)– correct?
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	1
	29 July 1813
Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	6
	2 February 1814
Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company

	7
	24 February 1814

Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company

	9
	20 July 1814

Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company

	10
	Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly to allow Beer Stores boated along the Canal to pass Tonnage Free after it has been boated and paid Tonnage for at least 10 Miles at the present rate of Tonnage…
Mr. Exuperius Pickering having applied to this Committee for leave to erect a Bridge across the River Dee near to Llandisilio and to connect the same with a Wharf or Wharfs to be formed along the Canal at that place and for permission to use the said Bridge and Wharfs for his own exclusive use, upon condition that if at any time hereafter this committee should be desirous of erecting a Bridge and Wharf in this situation themselves they should take to those erected by him and repay the principle sum expended in their construction –
Ordered that the consent of this Committee to such erections and exclusive use of them be given to Mr Pickering upon condition that in the event of his obtaining the consent of the proprietors of the Land on each side of the River and completing the said Bridge and Wharfs with the necessary Roads of Approach thereto, and this Committee should at any time of times hereafter be desirous to take to the same or to erect others, they shall have power to do so, , first paying to the said Mr Pickering such sum or sums of money as the same shall upon the valuation of two indifferent persons one to be chosen by the said Exuperius Pickering and another by this Committee be then estimated to or in the event of their disagreement, by an arbiter mutually chosen.

	12
	28 July 1814

Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company (cont)

	15
	15 February 1815
Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company

	16
	[Adjourned to 23 Feb 1815]

	17
	23 February 1815
Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company

	18
	Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly of the said Company to direct a lease to be granted to Mr Exuperius Pickering of the Tolls of all Fire and Lime Coal to be boated by him to Pontcysyllte Aqueduct to Llandisilio for 3 years from the 1st April next at the rate of six pence per Ton for the whole length in consideration of his erecting a Bridge across the River Dee near Llandisilio on the terms and conditions mentioned in an Order of the last General Assembly of this Company - 

	21
	19 April 1815
Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company
Ordered that the sum of Eighty two Pounds be paid to Mr Richard Croxon for the Arrears of Rent due to him for the water taken from his Mill at Pentrevellin and in full of all other demands upon the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company.-

	23
	27 July 1815
Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company

	25
	Ordered that a Copy of the Clause in the act of Parliament relating to the Water Line at Llangollen be sent to Mr Brown of Wrexham and that the Solicitor to this Company do confer with him thereon, and if necessary do state a case for the opinion of Counsel – as to the power of this Company to extend the towing path near the Weir at Llangollen as requested by Mr Exuperius Pickering.

	26
	27 July 1815
Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company elected at a General Assembly of the same Company. [adjourned till next Feb]

	27
	29 February 1816

Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company
Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly to reduce the tonnage on Fire Coals boated from Chirk Bank and the Collieries north of that place into the Old Chester Canal to Eighteen pence per ton such reduction to commence from the first day of April next.

	28
	And also to reduce the tonnage on Pig Iron boated from Pontcysyllte to Chester and on Iron Ore boated from Chester to Pontcysyllte…
Ordered that Mr Stanton do mark out a convenient piece of ground near the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and that Messrs Exuperius Pickering and Son be allowed to erect Coak/Coal[?] Ovens thereon on paying a reasonable acknowledgement for the sauce[?]

	30
	Ordered that Mr Stanton do enquire into the circumstances attending the loss of a horse belonging to Mr Dickin of the Gledrid near Chirk which was killed by falling down a Gravel pit belonging to this company alleged to have been insufficiently fenced out – and if he finds that said Gravel Pit was not sufficiently secured that he pay to the said Mr Dickin the sum of £14 of which such horse has been valued -

	32
	1 May 1816

At a Special Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	34
	25 July 1816

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held…at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	41
	27 February 1817
At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held…at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	43
	Ordered that a new weighing machine be built at Pontcysyllte.-

	44
	Ordered that in case this Company should at any time hereafter find it necessary to make a Wharf on the west side of the River Dee above the commencement of the feeder at Llandisilio  for the sake of Coal they will allons[?] to Mr Exuperius Pickering the value of the Bridge which he may erect there on the terms of an Order of the General Assembly of the said Company held in February 1815. Such value to be ascertained by reference in manner mentioned in such order provided such Bridge be erected before the next General Assembly of this Company –And it is ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly to direct that the materials for the Bridge be permitted to be boated tonnage free and that the reduction on the rate of Tonnage allowed to Mr Pickering by the said order of the General Assembly be for three years from this day provided such Bridge be completed before the next General Assembly of this Company.-
[implies that the bridge was proposed, not built in 1814 and was built in 1817]
Ordered that the proceedings of the subcommittee of accounts as to the breach of the Canal at Chirk which has been read to the Committee be approved of and confirmed.

	45
	At a Meeting of the General Committee…held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere
[adjourned]

	46
	31 July 1817

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere Canal Office in Ellesmere [yes it was written like this]


	48
	And also to direct that no Waggon be permitted to pass along the Ruabon Railway which with its loadings shall be of a greater weight than 45 Cwt[?] under the penalty of 5 %[?] for every hundred weight above 45 Cwt.
The committee is sorry to inform the proprietors that…[onto next page]

	49
	…the same causes which have depressed the general Trade and Agriculture of the Country have considerably affected the Revenue of this Canal.- The amount of the year ending the 30th June last, being £16,274,,5,,10 (Whereas the amount of that ending 30 June 1816 was £22,782:19:4.-
[reasons: reduced tonnages to much, unfavourableness of the late harvest]

	50
	The Committee, however, has great satisfaction in stating to the Proprietors that as the district of Country supplied by the Canal is gradually extending, there appears to be good reason for hoping that its revenue will revive, with the returning Prosperity of the Country-

	51
	31 July 1817

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	53
	5 August 1817

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Proprietors held pursuant to the above appointment at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	56
	26 February 1818

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Company of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere.

	59
	26 February 1818

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company, held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	61
	30 July 1818
At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	64
	30 July 1818

Report of the General Committee to the General Assembly of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Proprietors.
“The Committee has the satisfaction of reporting to the proprietors, a very considerable increase in the Revenue of the Canal…”

	67
	30 July 1818

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere…elected by a General Assembly of this Company.

	68
	25 February 1819

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere. 

	71
	25 February 1819

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere…elected by a General Assembly of this Company.
[adjourned]

	72
	29 July 1819

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	73
	It is with great satisfaction that the Committee has again to report to the Proprietors a continued improvement in the Revenue of the Canal the income of the year ending 30 June last…

	75
	29 July 1819
At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	77
	24 February 1820

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	79
	Mr Pickering having applied to this Committee on the subject of an extension of the Canal from Pontcysyllte to the site of the projected new Colliery near to Plas Kynaston – It is ordered that such application be referred to Mr Telford who is requested to examine the same and to report his opinion to the next meeting of this Committee as to what measures it may be the interests of the Committee to adopt-

	82
	10 August 1820

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	83
	Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly of this Company to authorize Mr Exuperius Pickering Jnr to extend the line of the Canal from Pontcysyllte Bason to the site of the projected new Colliery near to Plas Kynaston Hall – He the said Exuperius Pickering undertaking that the said extension of the Canal shall not when completed, be used in any way to the prejudice of the Company’s Wharf at Pontcysyllte Basin or to the Railway from the said Wharfs to the present Collieries but that the said extension of the Canal shall be used by him the said Exuperius Pickering for the purpose of the said projected new Colliery only, and that no junction shall be made between… [cont on next page]

	84
	…the said extension of the Canal and the Company’s Railway except in the conditions hereinafter mentioned unless the consent of the Canal Company to such Junction shall be first had and obtained in writing – Provided also, that in case any other new Collieries shall be opened in or upon the Grounds of the Plas Kynaston Estate, or near, or adjoining to the Colliery, at present projected by the said Exuperius Pickering the Proprietors of such new Collieries shall have full permission to use and Navigate the said extension of the Canal in as full and complete a manner as he the said Exuperius Pickering is entitled to use the same first paying to him the said Exuperius Pickering the same rate of tonnage and Wharfage as would have been chargeable by the Canal Company had the said extension been executed by them-.
Provided also that if at any time hereafter the Canal Company shall be desirous of taking possession of the said extension, and of attaching the same to their Canal whether the same be completed or not they shall have full power of doing so, they the said Canal Company first paying to the said Exuperius Pickering such sum or sums of money as the said extension shall appear from the vouchers of the said Exuperius Pickering to have 

	85
	cost_ or the said extension shall be taken by the said Canal Company at the valuation of two indifferent persons one to be named by the said Exuperius Pickering and another by the Canal Company and an Umpire  to decide between them in case of their not agreeing_as the said Company may prefer.
Provided at the same time that the said Exuperius Pickering shall have power to bring [xxxx?] coals from his own and other Works from the Company’s Railway to the said Extension – and also to take up limestone and other articles from the said extension to the Company’s Railway, upon Condition of his paying to the said Company the same Tonnage and Wharfage as such Coals Lime Stone and other Articles would have been liable to if they had been carried along the company’s railway and discharged at Pontcysyllte Bason – Excepting only such Lime Stones as may be boated and carried to any Lime Works to be hereafter erected by the said  Exuperius Pickering, near or adjoining to the said projected Colliery – Provided further that in case the Canal Company or the Owner or Owners of any mines near or adjoining to such extension, with the authority of the Company, shall be desirous of further extending the said proposed Canal, they shall have… [cont. on next page]

	86
	…full and ample power of doing so -

	88
	22 February 1821

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	89
	…a Bill has been brought into Parliament by the Montgomeryshire Canal Company for obtaining a supply of water from the River Tannatt

	91
	22 February 1821

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere…elected by a General Assembly of the said Company

	92
	26 July 1821

At a Meeting of the General Committee of proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	95
	26 July 1821

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the said Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere…elected by a General Assembly of the said Company [adjourned]

	96
	28 February 1822

At a Meeting of the General Committee of proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	98
	28 February 1822

At a Meeting of the General Committee of this Company elected [adjourned]

	99
	25 July 1822

At a Meeting of the General Committee of proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere
An application on behalf of Mr Ormsby Gore to have an occupation Bridge erected across the Canal near Llangollen having been taking into consideration – It is the opinion of this Committee that the same cannot reasonably be complied.

	101
	The total Revenue however of the Canal in the year ending 30th June last, has amounted to  £21,696=3.0 being £1567=11=4 only less than the Revenue of the preceding year.

	102
	25 July 1822

At a Meeting of the General Committee of this Company elected [adjourned]

	103
	27 August 1821
Report of the Committee appointed at the General Assembly of the Proprietors on the 27th day of August 1821 to inspect the whole line of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal

[maintenance checks: all written up below]

	111
	The three Locks at Aston Moor are in an excellent state of repair – the Gates are all of Cast Iron and the Quoins have been rebuilt with free stone from Plas Kynaston near Pontcysyllte -

	112
	From Newmartin the Canal passes upon a level to Chirk Bank and the Banks Fences and Towing Paths are in very good repair. A timber bridge on this line will shortly require renewing – 
From Chirk Bank to Pontcysyllte including the two large Aqueducts and Tunnels – 
From Chirk Bank your Committee Sailing over Chirk Aqueduct through the two large Tunnels and over Pontcysyllte Aqueduct._
The Puddle of Chirk bank still appeared to be sinking in places and to require attention[.] Chirk aqueduct remains prefect.

The Towing Paths of the Tunnels have been formed of timber framings covered with planking and graveled upon the top are decayed and impassible_ The repairs of the smaller one near Chirk Castle Gardens had just been committed previous to your Committee passing through_ It has been reconstructed in a most judicious and durable manner with Stone Piers and Brick Arches carrying a gravelling roadway with Cast Iron hand Rail and Ballustres_
The Canal from thence to Pontcysyllte is in very good condition_ A new stop Gate has been erected near the Cross Street Aqueduct and the approach, over the embankment to Pontcysyllte Aqueduct has been improved and secured by rubble Stone Walls [dufied?] with heavy free Stone and extending over …[cont. on next page]

	113
	…a considerable space of the Bank._
The great Aqueduct of Pontcysyllte your Committee found in the most perfect state excellent Wing-Walls have been erected to secure the Banks at the north abutment and an effectual cure has been made of the troublesome and effectual leakage thro’ this bank_ A good waste Weir has also been formed at this place as a security for the Banks of this District and the inner Wall has been extended from the end of the Aqueduct to the Graving Dock Gates –
Water Line
From Pontcysyllte your Committee continued their Inspection along the Water Line. 
The heavy embankment along the high sloping ground of this district appear to have consolidated in a most favourable manner – some expensive walling has been required, as fencing between the Canal and the Turnpike road from Chester to Llangollen, to protect the Company from the threatened indictment of the Road Commissioners –

The heavy leakages where the Canal is carried along the face of the abrupt Rocks opposite Llangollen have been very judiciously sloped and as it appears to your Committee may be completely cured by a continuation of the same means to the end of the walling –

From the regulating Gate under the Birch Coppice to the Weir at Llandisilio, some rubble stone walling is required to protect the Canal from the floods of the Dee_

	114
	The Weir across the Dee at the Junction of the Canal with the River near Llandisilio and which was erected in the year 1804 for the purpose of diverting the Water of the Dee into the Canal was during the Floods of last Winter partly carried away and is now rebuilding.
As far as your Committee is enabled to form a judgement by the plans exhibited to them and by their Inspection of the work the Weir appears to be rebuilding upon the best possible principle. In the meantime very judicious and comparatively inexpensive means have been devised to thrown the Water of the River into the Canal and these have succeeded so completely as probably to have rendered the failure of this important Key to the Navigation but little known to the Traders [except Exuperius!!!]
Railway
The Railway from Pontcysyllte bason through the mineral Country adjoining your Committee can report to be well and judiciously attended to[.] The repairs are economically but effectually made by the use of large stones as bearers and a proper foundation of the rails much attention will however be requisite, and considerable expense incurred to continue this road perfect

	115
	Having detailed the state of the Canal as it appeared to your Committee they have next to report the mode adopted for the execution of the repairs –

	119
	Bottoming of the Canal and repair of Works under Water
From the circumstance of several small streams emptying themselves into the Chirk and Llanymynech lines and the run of Water from the feeder, it has been found necessary to clean out the bottom of these lines once in every year – This has been effected generally in the month of April, by an arrangement as to time with the Montgomeryshire Canal who have similar works to perform at the same period – of this stoppage advantage is taken to perform the requisite repair of works under Water.

Prices of Labour…Upon the works north of Chirk bank the wages have been reduced from 13 to 10 [what? See photo to see the monetary value sign] p week –

	124
	Your Committee have only further to Congratulate the Proprietors and to express the pleasure which they have derived from  the healthy and flourishing appearance of the beautiful plantations of Trees which are rapidly thriving on the sides of the Canal

	126
	27 February 1823
At a Meeting of the General Committee of proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	126
(rpt)
	Mr Exuperius Pickering Junr having applied to this Committee to purchase or rent a piece of Waste Ground the property of the Company extending from the lowest Bridge on the Water Line to the West side of Rhosycoed Valley for the purpose of erecting a Blast Furnace and other works upon the same – and is appearing to this Committee that such work if erected would be beneficial to the Canal and increase the Tonnage of the same –
It is ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly the said Ground be let to him at the annual rent of Five Pounds upon condition that the said Furnace and other Works so intended to be made be erected upon a proper and Substantial Plan to be approved of by the Company’s Agent, and that a Power be reserved to the Company of taking Possession of the said Buildings at any time they may think proper on paying for the same such value as may be fixed by two indifferent Persons one to be named by the said Company and the other by Mr Pickering or an Umpire to decide between them In case of disagreement.

	128
	Ordered that frequent Surveys be made of the Chirk Colliery and that if the Workings be carried on so as to injure or endanger the Banks of the Canal that the Clerk to the Company take measures for obtaining an Injunction of the Court of Chancery against the Proprietors of the Colliery to restrain their further proceedings –

[meeting adjourned]

	130
	31 July 1832

At a Meeting of the General Committee of proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	131
	The income of the Canal for the year and on the 30th of June last, has amounted only to the sum of £19,875. 9. 8. Being £1837. 1. 7. less than the preceding year._

	131
(rpt)
	…the heavy payments on account of the rebuilding of the Weir over the River Dee and the removal of the Timber Towing Path of Chirk Aqueduct with the Substitution of one of Brick and Stone, and also the raising of the Banks….amounting together to the sum of £1500 and upwards, exhibits a diminution of expenditure as compared with the average of the five preceding years of £1270 –

	133
	26 February 1824
At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

[adjourned]

	138
	20 July 1824
At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	139
	Ordered that a small piece of Land containing 12 perches [what?] or thereabouts situate at Chirk Bank be leased to Mr Jebb at the annual rent of 5% and that the Clerk of the Company affix the Company’s Seal to the Lease when called upon by Mr Jebb – in the Lease a power to be inserted for the Company to retake the possession on paying a compensation for any Buildings he may erect. Such compensation to be ascertained by reference in the usual way –

	140
	29 July 1824

At a Meeting of the General Committee of this Company elected

	141
	3 January 1825

At a Meeting of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	147
	24 February 1825
At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	149
	Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly to consent that Mr Ward be at liberty to make a Canal from the branch of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal cut by Mr Pickering at Pontcysyllte to the Mines of Coal [be?] on the Estates of William Owen Esquire and others of the length of 1700 or 1800 yards subject to the approbation of the Engineer to this Company.

	150
	[meeting adjourned]

	151
	27 July 1825

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere
Mr John Gouldon applied to this Committee to rent or lease a piece of unoccupied ground being part of the Canal Bank adjoining Llangollen Bridge for the purpose of Erecting a Warehouse upon the same and it appearing to this Committee to be the interest of the Company to encourage such Erections –

Ordered that it is recommended to the… [cont. on next page]

	152
	…general Assembly to let the said Ground to the said John Goulden at the yearly rent of £2 upon condition that the said Warehouse proposed to be erected thereon be built upon a substantial and proper plan to be approved of by the Company’s Agent – Power being reserved to the Company of resuming possession of the said Land and taking to the said Warehouse whenever they shall think proper upon Condition of their paying for the said Warehouse such Value as may be fixed by two indifferent, one to be named by the Company and the other by the said John Gouldon or an Umpire to be chosen by such persons to decide between them in case of disagreement –

	156
	28 July 1825

Report of the General Committee to the General Assembly of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Proprietors

	160
	23  February 1826

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	166
	27 July 1826

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	173
	27 July 1826

Report of the General Committee to the General Assembly of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Proprietors

	174
	Two new Cranes have been set up at Cowlane and Tower Wharfs, Chester and one has been provided for the Stone Wharf at Pontcysyllte.

	176
	Ordered that Mr Telford do survey such Lakes and Streams in North Wales as he shall think proper and report to this Committee by what means an additional Supply of Water to the Canal can be best procured and that the necessary measures be taken for securing such supply of Water at the Committee of this Company on receiving Mr Telford’s report shall be of opinion can be obtained and for procuring the Authority of Parliament for that purpose. 

	178
	14 November 1826

At a General Meeting of the United Company of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canals held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere


	180
	Ordered that the trees growing underneath Chirk Aqueduct be removed

	182
	22 February 1827

At a Meeting of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal held at the Canal Office in Ellesmere

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


