APPENDIX
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

ELLESMERE AND CHESTER CANAL COMMITTEE MINUTES

1813-1845
RAIL 826.2 General Meeting or Assembly of the United Company of Proprietors
Chain Bridge

28 July 1814

Mr Exuperius Pickering having applied to this General Assembly for leave to erect a Bridge across the River Dee at Llandisilio and to connect the same with a Wharf of Wharfs to be formed upon the canal at that place and for permission to use the said Bridge and Wharfs for his own exclusive use
Plas Kynaston Canal Branch 
10 August 1820

On the recommendation of the said General Committee Ordered that permission be given to Mr Exuperius Pickering [Jnr?] to cut a Canal near to Plas Kynaston upon the terms and conditions mentioned in the order of the said General Committee.
House and stables erected on Water Line (feeder) *check gazetteer for buildings along feeder *
27 August 1821

Mr Pickering having applied for permission to erect a House and Stable upon the Company’s Land opposite to his Lime Stone Wharf upon the Water Line of the said Canal.  

Erection of Rhos y Coed Blast Furnace 
27 February 1823

Mr Exuperius Junr [?] having applied to the General Committee of this Company to purchase or rent a piece of waste Ground the property of the Company extending from the lowest bridge on the Water Line to the West side of Rhos y coed Valley for the purchase of erecting a Blast Furnace and other works upon the same and it appearing that such works if erected would be beneficial to the Canal and increase the tonnage of the same – 

Plas Kynaston Branch Canal

24 February 1825

Upon the like recommendation of the General Committee It is ordered that Mr Ward be at liberty to make a Canal from the branch of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Cut by Mr Pickering at Pontcysyllte to the Mines of Coal [so?] on the Estates of William Owen Esquire and others of the length of 1700 or 1800 yards subject to the approbation of the Engineer to this Company.

Llangollen Canal Wharf
27 July 1825

…it is ordered that a piece of unoccupied Ground being part of the Canal Bank adjoining Llangollen Bridge be let to John Grolden[?] for the purposes of erecting a warehouse thereon at the yearly rent of £2 upon condition that such warehouse be erected upon a substantial and proper plan to be approved of by the Company’s Agent…
Crane at Pontcysyllte

27 July 1824

Two new Cranes have been set up at Cowlane and Tower Wharfs, Chester, and one has been provided for the Stone Wharf at Pontcysyllte – 

RAIL 826.3 General Meeting or Assembly of the United Company of Proprietors
Stone Loading Frame at Pontsysyllte

26 July 1827
…A new frame for loading Stone has been fixed up at Pontcysyllte and considerable cleansings of the bottom of the Canal have in various places been effected.

Plas Kynaston Branch Canal[?]
23 April 1830
That the Committee of Proprietors appointed to attend to this Bill have the Power to strike out the several powers and provisions  for making the new Cut or Canal from Pontcysyllte Basin to Plas Kynaston Hall in case by an agreement between the several Land Owners on the line it shall be found unnecessary to apply to Parliament for authority to make it – and also[?] to assent[?] to such other alterations in the Bill in its progress thro’ Parliament as may be necessary to enable them to accomplish the instructions of the Proprietors and secure its Passing into a Law.

A list of Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company Servants

6 July 1836

A list of Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company Servants

William Jones, 30 years [employed] 80.- [salary] Superintendent of Canal and Railway from Llantisilio to Llanymynech
John Beech, 1 year [employed] 39.- [salary] Tonnage Clerk at Pontcysyllte

John Jones, 7 years [employed] 27.6.- [salary] Taking Tonnage on Railway and Weighing Machine

George Bradshaw, 30 years [employed] 4.- [salary] Attending to and Locking up Bridge at Vron

Laborers permanently employed –

Chirk Line, 7 Miles

William Brown Overseer. Wages per day                                                                   1/8.  10/.  26._

John Brown, Laborer                                                                                                              10/. 26._

From Chirk to Pontcysyllte, 4 miles

John Roberts, Overseer, Wages pr day                                                                       1/8.  10/.  26._

From Pontcysyllte to Llantisilio and in Basin at Pontcysyllte, 6 miles,-

David Hughes, Overseer, Wages pr day                                                                       1/8.  10/.  26._

Owen Hughes, Laborer                                                                                                          10/.  26._

Joseph Edwards Laborer                                                                                              1/8.  10/.  26._

Edward Jones                                                                                                                             10/.  26._

Thomas Roberts                                                                                                                        10/.  26._

Regular Inspection of Canal and Works

At Pontcysyllte
One Superintendent to have the charge of the Canal & Work from its Junction with the Dee to Rhosweil near Chirk the works at Bala Pool and the Ruabon Railway a distance of 16 miles.

The whole of these works with the exception of Bala Pool and its vicinity he will inspect once in every week –

The works at Bala Pool and the Arenig Lakes once in every Six weeks.

Appointment of man to oversee Canal

This district of the Canal comprising as it does in the Water Line, the key of the Navigation and including the great Aqueducts of Pontcysyllte and Chirk, with the Tunnels deep cuttings and Embankments over which 600 loaded Boats have lately travelled in the month requires a particularly trustworthy and experienced man.

Salary including expenses on the Line 100._

William Jones who has been in the situation 30 years is an exceedingly trustworthy and suitable person.
Increase in Revenue of Canal

25 July 1839

The Committee has to report to the present Assembly, a large increase in the Revenue of the Canal. The gross earnings of the year have amounted to the sum of £45,996.10.10 being an increase of £8,778.12.11 over those of the preceding year

Increase in Revenue of Canal
6 August 1840

…the gross income of this Canal has exceeded that of the previous year by £248.1.0. The year ending 30th June 1840 having amounted to the sum of £46,244.11.10 while that of 1839 was £45,995.10.10 -

Decrease in Revenue of Canal
29 July 1841

…the Revenue of the Canal for the year ending 30th June last has suffered a diminution as compared with the previous year of £1920. 1. 2. The amount of the year ending 30th June 1840 having been £46,244. 11. 10 and that ending 30th June 1841 £44,324. 10. 8 –

Nearly the whole of this diminution has arisen from the depression of the Iron Trade in North Wales.
Decrease in Revenue of Canal
25 August 1842

The Revenue of the Canal in common with that of every interest of the state has suffered a great depression since the date of their last Report  -The gross income of the year ending 30th June last has amounted to the sum of £38,839-4-, being £5485-6,8 less than that of the preceding year -

Increase in Revenue of Canal
8 August 1844

The Committee has the satisfaction of reporting to the Proprietors a large increase in the income of the Canal. The Gross Revenue of the Year ending 30 June last, having amounted to the sum of £43,656,,16,,7 – being £4,435,,18,,6 more than the year ending 30 June 1843_

Convert Canals into Railways
12 June 1845

Your committee conclude this report by recommending the proprietors to appoint a Committee with full powers (either by a modification and extension of the existing Company or otherwise) to take such steps as shall appear to them to be the most conducive to your interests to convert into Railways the whole of your Canals or such parts thereof as shall appear to be desirable and to promote or undertake the execution of such branches or extensions as shall be found necessary for the full development of the resources of the lines and by connecting your property with other railways establishments secure the accommodation of the public.

***
RAIL 826.4 Meetings of the General Committee of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company
Chain Bridge

20 July 1814

Mr. Exuperius Pickering having applied to this Committee for leave to erect a Bridge across the River Dee near to Llandisilio … and for permission to use the said Bridge and Wharfs for his own exclusive use
Extending Towing Path near Llangollen
27 July 1815

Ordered that a Copy of the Clause in the act of Parliament relating to the Water Line at Llangollen be sent to Mr Brown of Wrexham and that the Solicitor to this Company do confer with him thereon, and if necessary do state a case for the opinion of Counsel – as to the power of this Company to extend the towing path near the Weir at Llangollen as requested by Mr Exuperius Pickering.
Coke Ovens near Pontcysyllte [Ironworks at Rhos y Coed on Tithe Map]
29 February 1816

Ordered that Mr Stanton do mark out a convenient piece of ground near the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and that Messrs Exuperius Pickering and Son be allowed to erect Coak/Coal[?] Ovens thereon on paying a reasonable acknowledgement for the sauce[?]
Compensation for horse falling in a hole

29 February 1816

Ordered that Mr Stanton do enquire into the circumstances attending the loss of a horse belonging to Mr Dickin of the Gledrid near Chirk which was killed by falling down a Gravel pit belonging to this company alleged to have been insufficiently fenced out – and if he finds that said Gravel Pit was not sufficiently secured that he pay to the said Mr Dickin the sum of £14 of which such horse has been valued -

Chain Bridge

27 February 1817

… reduction on the rate of Tonnage allowed to Mr Pickering by the said order of the General Assembly be for three years from this day provided such Bridge be completed before the next General Assembly of this Company.-
Plas Kynaston Canal Branch 
24 February 1820

Mr Pickering having applied to this Committee on the subject of an extension of the Canal from Pontcysyllte to the site of the projected new Colliery near to Plas Kynaston
Plas Kynaston Canal Branch 
10 August 1820

Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly of this Company to authorize Mr Exuperius Pickering Jnr to extend the line of the Canal from Pontcysyllte Bason to the site of the projected new Colliery near to Plas Kynaston Hall – He the said Exuperius Pickering undertaking that the said extension of the Canal shall not when completed, be used in any way to the prejudice of the Company’s Wharf at Pontcysyllte Basin or to the Railway from the said Wharfs to the present Collieries but that the said extension of the Canal shall be used by him the said Exuperius Pickering for the purpose of the said projected new Colliery only, and that no junction shall be made between the said extension of the Canal and the Company’s Railway except in the conditions hereinafter mentioned unless the consent of the Canal Company to such Junction shall be first had and obtained in writing – Provided also, that in case any other new Collieries shall be opened in or upon the Grounds of the Plas Kynaston Estate, or near, or adjoining to the Colliery, at present projected by the said Exuperius Pickering the Proprietors of such new Collieries shall have full permission to use and Navigate the said extension of the Canal in as full and complete a manner as he the said Exuperius Pickering is entitled to use the same first paying to him the said Exuperius Pickering the same rate of tonnage and Wharfage as would have been chargeable by the Canal Company had the said extension been executed by them-.

Provided also that if at any time hereafter the Canal Company shall be desirous of taking possession of the said extension, and of attaching the same to their Canal whether the same be completed or not they shall have full power of doing so, they the said Canal Company first paying to the said Exuperius Pickering such sum or sums of money as the said extension shall appear from the vouchers of the said Exuperius Pickering to have cost_ or the said extension shall be taken by the said Canal Company at the valuation of two indifferent persons one to be named by the said Exuperius Pickering and another by the Canal Company and an Umpire  to decide between them in case of their not agreeing_as the said Company may prefer.

Provided at the same time that the said Exuperius Pickering shall have power to bring [xxxx?] coals from his own and other Works from the Company’s Railway to the said Extension – and also to take up limestone and other articles from the said extension to the Company’s Railway, upon Condition of his paying to the said Company the same Tonnage and Wharfage as such Coals Lime Stone and other Articles would have been liable to if they had been carried along the company’s railway and discharged at Pontcysyllte Bason – Excepting only such Lime Stones as may be boated and carried to any Lime Works to be hereafter erected by the said  Exuperius Pickering, near or adjoining to the said projected Colliery – Provided further that in case the Canal Company or the Owner or Owners of any mines near or adjoining to such extension, with the authority of the Company, shall be desirous of further extending the said proposed Canal, they shall have full and ample power of doing so -

Bridge over Canal at Llangollen

25 July 1822

An application on behalf of Mr Ormsby Gore to have an occupation Bridge erected across the Canal near Llangollen 

Decrease in Revenue of Canal
25 July 1822

The total Revenue however of the Canal in the year ending 30th June last, has amounted to  £21,696=3.0 being £1567=11=4 only less than the Revenue of the preceding year.

27 August 1821
Report of the Committee appointed at the General Assembly of the Proprietors to inspect the whole line of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal

Sinking Puddle at Chirk Bank

The Puddle of Chirk bank still appeared to be sinking in places and to require attention[.] Chirk aqueduct remains prefect.

Chirk Tunnels Tow Path reconstruction
The Towing Paths of the Tunnels have been formed of timber framings covered with planking and graveled upon the top are decayed and impassible_ The repairs of the smaller one near Chirk Castle Gardens had just been committed previous to your Committee passing through_ It has been reconstructed in a most judicious and durable manner with Stone Piers and Brick Arches carrying a gravelling roadway with Cast Iron hand Rail and Ballustres_
Canal at Pontcysyllte

The Canal from thence to Pontcysyllte is in very good condition_ A new stop Gate has been erected near the Cross Street Aqueduct and the approach, over the embankment to Pontcysyllte Aqueduct has been improved and secured by rubble Stone Walls [dufied?] with heavy free Stone and extending over a considerable space of the Bank._
Pontcysyllte: North Abutment
The great Aqueduct of Pontcysyllte your Committee found in the most perfect state excellent Wing-Walls have been erected to secure the Banks at the north abutment and an effectual cure has been made of the troublesome and effectual leakage thro’ this bank_ A good waste Weir has also been formed at this place as a security for the Banks of this District and the inner Wall has been extended from the end of the Aqueduct to the Graving Dock Gates –

Leak in Canal at Llangollen

The heavy leakages where the Canal is carried along the face of the abrupt Rocks opposite Llangollen have been very judiciously sloped and as it appears to your Committee may be completely cured by a continuation of the same means to the end of the walling –

Horseshoe Falls
From the regulating Gate under the Birch Coppice to the Weir at Llandisilio, some rubble stone walling is required to protect the Canal from the floods of the Dee_

Horseshoe Falls: Rebuilding

The Weir across the Dee at the Junction of the Canal with the River near Llandisilio and which was erected in the year 1804 for the purpose of diverting the Water of the Dee into the Canal was during the Floods of last Winter partly carried away and is now rebuilding.

As far as your Committee is enabled to form a judgement by the plans exhibited to them and by their Inspection of the work the Weir appears to be rebuilding upon the best possible principle.
Trees
Your Committee have only further to Congratulate the Proprietors and to express the pleasure which they have derived from  the healthy and flourishing appearance of the beautiful plantations of Trees which are rapidly thriving on the sides of the Canal

Mr Pickering (Junr) erects Blast Furnace

27 February 1823

Mr Exuperius Pickering Junr having applied to this Committee to purchase or rent a piece of Waste Ground the property of the Company extending from the lowest Bridge on the Water Line to the West side of Rhosycoed Valley for the purpose of erecting a Blast Furnace and other works upon the same – and is appearing to this Committee that such work if erected would be beneficial to the Canal and increase the Tonnage of the same –
Towing Path at Chirk Aqueduct
31 July 1832

…the heavy payments on account of the rebuilding of the Weir over the River Dee and the removal of the Timber Towing Path of Chirk Aqueduct with the Substitution of one of Brick and Stone, and also the raising of the Banks….amounting together to the sum of £1500 and upwards, exhibits a diminution of expenditure as compared with the average of the five preceding years of £1270 –
Llangollen Canal Wharf (erection)
27 July 1825

Mr John Gouldon applied to this Committee to rent or lease a piece of unoccupied ground being part of the Canal Bank adjoining Llangollen Bridge for the purpose of Erecting a Warehouse upon the same and it appearing to this Committee to be the interest of the Company to encourage such Erections –
Alternative Feeder

27 July 1826

Ordered that Mr Telford do survey such Lakes and Streams in North Wales as he shall think proper and report to this Committee by what means an additional Supply of Water to the Canal can be best procured and that the necessary measures be taken for securing such supply of Water at the Committee of this Company on receiving Mr Telford’s report shall be of opinion can be obtained and for procuring the Authority of Parliament for that purpose.
**

RAIL 826.5 Meetings of the General Committee of Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company
Crane at Pontcysyllte & Cleaning
26 July 1827

A new Crane for loading Stone has been fixed up at Pontcysyllte and considerable cleaning of the bottom of the Canal have in various places been effected.
New Towing Path at Pontcysyllte Aqueduct
11 August 1831

The Timber Planking forming the Roadway of the Towing Path over Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, which, having been in use 26 years, was quite decayed, was wholly replaced in the Month of May last.[May 1830]
26 July 1832
Trees

I have great satisfaction in stating that the Trees I early advised to be planted along the hedge Rows, and in every piece of waste Land and which Mr Stanton has very judiciously persevered in have uniformly succeeded and are now on a moderate estimation worth £25,000 –

Alternative Feeder

The great Aqueducts and Feeder are in a perfect state by the latter a plentiful supply of water is derived passed along the summit and from thence in each direction to the Severn Dee and Mersey. I shall not at present advert to the other Sources I have Surveyed [arenig lakes?] from which additional supplies can if necessary be procured to accommodate Trade to any extent and from whatsoever quarter it may come.
 (signed) Thos Telford
Limekilns near Pontcysyllte
27 July 1837

An application from Messrs Hazeldine and Co having been read for permission to erect Lime Kilns and Cottages upon some waste Ground the property of the Company adjoining to Pontcysyllte Basin. 
Possibility of Turning Canal into Railway

16 May 1844 (London)
That it is desirable that the Ellesmere and Chester Canal be surveyed with a view to considering the practicability of ascertaining how far it can be made available to the Company as a Railway and at what cost.

********

Rail 826/7: Meetings of the Committee of Accounts and Finance of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Proprietors
Report by Thomas Telford (maintenance etc)

5 February 1806

Report to the Sub- Committee by Thomas Telford

Firstly…

Secondly. 
It appears to me now necessary, that the following houses should be built..

8. One on the Water Line at Llandisilio

Thirdly.

I shall now proceed to give a connected view of the mode in which the business upon all parts of the Canal may be arranged, and experience will best prove what variations are necessary.

In doing this, as Pontcysyllte is upon the Summit level, and being the quarter from which both the Water and greatest quantity of heavy articles will probably be carried, I shall begin the description at this point.

1. Upon the Water Line from Pontcysyllte to Llandisilio, being a distance of about six miles, a Bank tender will be necessary, who will also regulate the Water taken from the River Dee, and take an account of the Tonnage upon the Articles which may be carried to the upper end of this Line.

2. At Pontcysyllte a Tonnage Clerk should be appointed, to take an account of what passes from the Canal Bason, which will include not only the main line of Canal, but the Water Line and Railway _ the same person to take account of what passes from the Vron Lime Works.

There are now buildings belonging to the Canal Company, at each end of Pontcysyllte, and his residing on either side of the River appears nearly equally convenient for the business, it will therefore depend upon which side it may be determined to establish a public house.

3. For at least twelve months to come, a very careful man, who is acquainted with the nature of the work, should attend constantly upon the Embankment and Aqueduct, and have in charge the Stop Gates, he may also take charge of the Water Line along the steep banks above Plas-yn-pentre, _ when the Embankments are fully consolidated, this man may be discontinued.

Robert Williams, who has had the management of the lining of the Embankment, is a very proper person.

4. Some person of talents and character, superior to the before mentioned, should, for some time to come, have a general charge of all the works North of Chirk Bank, including the Aqueducts, Tunnels and Embankments.
Mr Davies of Chirk, who superintends this district, is a proper man, he has been present during the construction of all the Works here referred to.

5. The Tonnage Clerk at Chirk Bank and Rhosweal may be discontinued.

8.    From Frankton to Pontcysyllte, no Bank tenders are now necessary, the Bank fences[or defences?] are in a state only to require occasional labour, which will be more economical.
Fourthly
It will greatly facilitate the business of the Canal, if all the Locks and Bridges are numbered, it is also very desirable to have an accurate plan of the Canal made out, upon which not only the Locks and Bridges should be marked and numbered, but all the Aqueducts, Culverts, Waste Weirs, and let offs should be described; also all Drains and under drains and by whom to be repaired, and whether in whole or in part._ The nature of the soil in each district should also be denoted, so that in case of accident or defect, the cause may be more readily traced, and the proper remedy applied. This can best be done by the persons conversant with the execution of the different works.
Seventhly
Thomas Denson, the Resident Engineer, is to inspect the whole of the Canal Works, and superintend all the necessary repairs.
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