APPENDIX

ELLESMERE AND CHESTER CANAL COMMITTEE MINUTES

1813-1845
28 July 1814

Mr Exuperius Pickering having applied to this General Assembly for leave to erect a Bridge across the River Dee at Llandiscilio

27 February 1817

Ordered that the materials for a bridge about to be erected by Mr Exuperius Pickering over the River Dee near the commencement of the Feeder at Llantdisilio be boated on the canal tonnage free that the reduction on the Tonnage of Coal allowed to Mr Pickering by an Order of a Gneral Assembly of the company held in February 1815 in consideration of his erecting such Bridge be continued for three years from this day provided such Bridge be built before the next General Assembly of this Company.

10 August 1820

On the recommendation of the said General Committee Ordered that permission be given to Mr Exuperius Pickering [Jnr?] to cut a Canal near to Plas Kynaston upon the terms and conditions mentioned in the order of the said General Committee.

27 August 1821

Mr Pickering having applied for permission to erect a House and Stable upon the Company’s Land opposite to his Lime Stone Wharf upon the Water [Line/Lime] of the said Canal.  

27 July 1825

…it is ordered that a piece of unoccupied Ground being part of the Canal Bank adjoining Llangollen Bridge be let to John Grolden[?] for the purposes of erecting a warehouse [Llangollen Wharf?] thereon at th yearly rent of £2 upon condition that such warehouse be erected upon a substantial and proper plan to be approved of by the Company’s Agent…

27 July 1824

Two new Cranes have been set up at Cowlane and Tower Wharfs, Chester, and one has been provided for the Stone Wharf at Pontcysyllte – 

26 July 1827
…A new frame for loading Stone has been fixed up at Pontcysyllte and considerable cleansings of the bottom of the Canal have in various places been effected.

***

RAIL 826.4 GENERAL COMMITTEE 

20 July 1814

Mr. Exuperius Pickering having applied to this Committee for leave to erect a Bridge across the River Dee near to Llandisilio and to connect the same with a Wharf or Wharfs to be formed along the Canal at that place and for permission to use the said Bridge and Wharfs for his own exclusive use

27 July 1815

Ordered that a Copy of the Clause in the act of Parliament relating to the Water Line at Llangollen be sent to Mr Brown of Wrexham and that the Solicitor to this Company do confer with him thereon, and if necessary do state a case for the opinion of Counsel – as to the power of this Company to extend the towing path near the Weir at Llangollen as requested by Mr Exuperius Pickering.

29 February 1816

Ordered that Mr Stanton do mark out a convenient piece of ground near the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and that Messrs Exuperius Pickering and Son be allowed to erect Coak/Coal[?] Ovens thereon on paying a reasonable acknowledgement for the sauce[?]
27 February 1817

And it is ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly to direct that the materials for the Bridge be permitted to be boated tonnage free and that the reduction on the rate of Tonnage allowed to Mr Pickering by the said order of the General Assembly be for three years from this day provided such Bridge be completed before the next General Assembly of this Company.-

[implies that the bridge was proposed, not built in 1814 and was built in 1817]

24 February 1820

Mr Pickering having applied to this Committee on the subject of an extension of the Canal from Pontcysyllte to the site of the projected new Colliery near to Plas Kynaston

10 August 1820

Ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly of this Company to authorize Mr Exuperius Pickering Jnr to extend the line of the Canal from Pontcysyllte Bason to the scite of the projected new Colliery near to Plas Kynaston Hall
25 July 1822

An application on behalf of Mr Ormsby Gore to have an occupation Bridge erected across the Canal near Llangollen 

27 August 1821

From Newmartin the Canal passes upon a level to Chirk Bank and the Banks Fences and Towing Paths are in very good repair. A timber bridge on this line will shortly require renewing – 

The Towing Paths of the Tunnels have been formed of timber framings covered with planking and graveled upon the top are decayed and impassible_ The repairs of the smaller one near Chirk Castle Gardens had just been committed previous to your Committee passing through_ It has been reconstructed in a most judicious and durable manner with Stone Piers and Brick Arches carrying a gravelling roadway with Cast Iron hand Rail and Ballustres_

The Canal from thence to Pontcysyllte is in very good condition_ A new stop Gate has been erected near the Cross Street Aqueduct and the approach, over the embankment to Pontcysyllte Aqueduct has been improved and secured by rubble Stone Walls [dufied?] with heavy free Stone and extending over …[cont. on next page]
…a considerable space of the Bank._

The great Aqueduct of Pontcysyllte your Committee found in the most perfect state excellent Wing-Walls have been erected to secure the Banks at the north abutment and an effectual cure has been made of the troublesome and effectual leakage thro’ this bank_ A good waste Weir has also been formed at this place as a security for the Banks of this District and the inner Wall has been extended from the end of the Aqueduct to the Graving Dock Gates –

Water Line

From Pontcysyllte your Committee continued their Inspection along the Water Line. 

The heavy embankment along the high sloping ground of this district appear to have consolidated in a most favourable manner – some expensive walling has been required, as fencing between the Canal and the Turnpike road from Chester to Llangollen, to protect the Company from the threatened indictment of the Road Commissioners –

The heavy leakages where the Canal is carried along the face of the abrupt Rocks opposite Llangollen have been very judiciously sloped and as it appears to your Committee may be completely cured by a continuation of the same means to the end of the walling –

From the regulating Gate under the Birch Coppice to the Weir at Llandisilio, some rubble stone walling is required to protect the Canal from the floods of the Dee_

The Weir across the Dee at the Junction of the Canal with the River near Llandisilio and which was erected in the year 1804 for the purpose of diverting the Water of the Dee into the Canal was during the Floods of last Winter partly carried away and is now rebuilding.

As far as your Committee is enabled to form a judgement by the plans exhibited to them and by their Inspection of the work the Weir appears to be rebuilding upon the best possible principle. In the meantime very judicious and comparatively inexpensive means have been devised to thrown the Water of the River into the Canal and these have succeeded so completely as probably to have rendered the failure of this important Key to the Navigation but little known to the Traders [except Exuperius!!!]

Your Committee have only further to Congratulate the Proprietors and to express the pleasure which they have derived from  the healthy and flourishing appearance of the beautiful plantations of Trees which are rapidly thriving on the sides of the Canal

27 February 1823

Mr Exuperius Pickering Junr having applied to this Committee to purchase or rent a piece of Waste Ground the property of the Company extending from the lowest Bridge on the Water Line to the West side of Rhosycoed Valley for the purpose of erecting a Blast Furnace and other works upon the same – and is appearing to this Committee that such work if erected would be beneficial to the Canal and increase the Tonnage of the same –

It is ordered that it be recommended to the General Assembly the said Ground be let to him at the annual rent of Five Pounds upon condition that the said Furnace and other Works so intended to be made be erected upon a proper and Substantial Plan to be approved of by the Company’s Agent, and that a Power be reserved to the Company of taking Possession of the said Buildings at any time they may think proper on paying for the same such value as may be fixed by two indifferent Persons one to be named by the said Company and the other by Mr Pickering or an Umpire to decide between them In case of disagreement.
31 July 1832

…the heavy payments on account of the rebuilding of the Weir over the River Dee and the removal of the Timber Towing Path of Chirk Aqueduct with the Substitution of one of Brick and Stone, and also the raising of the Banks….amounting together to the sum of £1500 and upwards, exhibits a diminution of expenditure as compared with the average of the five preceding years of £1270 –

27 July 1825

Mr John Gouldon applied to this Committee to rent or lease a piece of unoccupied ground being part of the Canal Bank adjoining Llangollen Bridge for the purpose of Erecting a Warehouse upon the same and it appearing to this Committee to be the interest of the Company to encourage such Erections –

Ordered that it is recommended to the… [cont. on next page]

…general Assembly to let the said Ground to the said John Goulden at the yearly rent of £2 upon condition that the said Warehouse proposed to be erected thereon be built upon a substantial and proper plan to be approved of by the Company’s Agent – Power being reserved to the Company of resuming possession of the said Land and taking to the said Warehouse whenever they shall think proper upon Condition of their paying for the said Warehousesuch Value as may be fixed by two indifferent, one to be named by the Company and the other by the said John Gouldon or an Umpire to be chosen by such persons to decide between them in case of disagreement –
27 July 1826

Two new Cranes have been set up at Cowlane and Tower Wharfs, Chester and one has been provided for the Stone Wharf at Pontcysyllte.

Ordered that Mr Telford do survey such Lakes and Streams in North Wales as he shall think proper and report to this Committee by what means an additional Supply of Water to the Canal can be best procured and that the necessary measures be taken for securing such supply of Water at the Committee of this Company on receiving Mr Telford’s report shall be of opinion can be obtained and for procuring the Authority of Parliament for that purpose.
**

RAIL 826.5

26 July 1827

A new Crane for loading Stone has been fixed up at Pontcysyllte and considerable cleaning of the bottom of the Canal have in various places been effected.
11 August 1831

The Timber Planking forming the Roadway of the Towing Path over Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, which, having been in use 26 years, was quite decayed, was wholly replaced in the Month of May last.[May 1830]
26 July 1832

Ellesmere and Chester Canal [this whole section is written by Thos Telford on 25 July 1832]
Having examined the portion of this Canal, which reaches from Ellesmere to Chirk, across the River Dee and up to the town of Llangollen…I have found the whole in a very perfect state.

I have great satisfaction in stating that the Trees I early advised to be planted along the hedge Rows, and in every piece of waste Land and which Mr Stanton has very judiciously persevered in have uniformly succeeded and are now on a moderate estimation worth £25,000 –

The great Aqueducts and Feeder are in a perfect state by the latter a plentiful supply of water is derived passed along the summit and from thence in each direction to the Severn Dee and Mersey. I shall not at present advert to the other Sources I have Surveyed [arenig lakes???] from which additional supplies can if necessary be procured to accommodate Trade to any extent and from whatsoever quarter it may come.
Upon the whole I am of opinion that much credit is due to the General Agent Mr Stanton for the perseverance and unceasing zeal he has displayed not only in conducting the general business of the Canal and the execution of the new improvements, but also in the judicious plans for its future prosperity –

(signed) Thos Telford

27 July 1837

An application from Messrs Hazeldine and Co having been read for permission to erect Lime Kilns and Cottages upon some waste Ground the property of the Company adjoining to Pontcysyllte Basin. It is ordered that such permission be granted upon such part of the ground as shall be set out by the Engineer or General Agent of the Company upon the payment of an acknowledgement of 20 ‘/ per Annum, power being reserved to the Company to take to the same at any time upon giving six months notice and paying for the same at a Valuation to be fixed by two indifferent persons or an Umpire in the usual way. That when erected such Lime Kilns or the land whereon they may stand shall not be used for any other purpose or to the annoyance of the Company. [shown on an early OSD?]
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