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1
Summary 

1.1 Talfyriad Cymraeg

Gwnaed arolwg o 9 km sgwâr o ucheldir Llanegryn yn 2007, sef ardal  oedd wedi cael ei gweld fel un toreithiog o ran olion archeolegol, ond nad oedd wedi cael ei arolygu’n drylwyr gynt. Cafwyd hyd i gyfanswm o dros 500 o safleoedd a nodweddion archeolegol a hanesyddol. Fe gafodd y rhain eu lleoli a’u cofnodi. Cofnodwyd 13 ohonynt yn gynharach yng Nghofnod Henebion Cenedlaethol Cymru, a 23 ohonynt yng Nghofnod Amgylchedd Hanesyddol Gwynedd. 

Gellir dosbarthu’r safleoedd a’r nodweddion a gofnodwyd mewn categorïau gwahanol, sef gweithgareddau amaethyddol a threfedigaethol o’r cyfnodau cyn-hanesyddol, o’r oesoedd canol ac o’r cyfnod ôl-ganoloesol. Gwelwyd clystyrau amlwg o nodweddion ar draws llethrau Allt-lwyd, ar hyd ochr orllewinol Cwm-llwyd ac yn ardal Bryn Seward yn y gogledd. Gellir dirnad y defnyddiwyd yr ucheldiroedd hyn ar gyfer magu defaid ers y cyfnod cyn-hanesyddol. 

Mae patrwm ymddygiad crefyddol a defodol cyn-hanesyddol yn yr ardal hon wedi cael ei ymestyn, gyda’i ddosbarthiad yn adlewyrchu, mewn llawer ffordd, gweithgareddau amaethyddol a threfedigaethol. 

Gwelir gweithgaredd diwydiannol hefyd, gyda llechi yn cael eu cloddio yn y cyfnod ôl-ganoloesol  ar ochr ddwyreiniol Cwm-llwyd ac ym Modwylan. Cloddiwyd cerrig hefyd yn eang yn yr ardal, ond ar raddfa fechan. 
1.2 English Summary

The 2007 Llanegryn Upland Survey covered 9 square kilometers in an area already known to be potentially rich in archaeological monuments, but previously not systematically searched. A total of 500 archaeological and historic sites and features were located and recorded, 13 of which had previously been recorded in the National Monuments Record for Wales, and 23 of which had been previously recorded in the Gwynedd Historic Environment Record. 

Sites and features recorded fell into fairly distinct groupings dominated by agricultural and settlement activities from the Prehistoric, Medieval and Post Medieval periods. Marked concentrations of features were seen across the slopes of Allt-llwyd, along the western side of Cwm-llwyd and in the Bryn Seward area to the north. A picture of an extensive use of these uplands for sheep husbandry probably dating back to the Prehistoric period emerges.

The pattern of Prehistoric religious and ritual behaviour in this area has been extended with distributions in many ways mirroring the agricultural and settlement activity. 

Industrial activity is also seen with Post Medieval slate quarrying concentrating along the eastern side of Cwm-llwyd and at Bodwylan. Stone quarrying is small scale but extensive.

2 Introduction

The 2007 Llanegryn Upland Survey area covers 9 square kilometers, centred on        SH 62170 09670 (Figure 1). The area lies between the Dysynni Valley to the south and the Mawddach Estury to the north. The village of Llanegryn lies to the south west and the village of Llwyngwril to the north west. To the north east the uplands rise to over 800 m OD at the summit of Cader Idris, but to the south west, the area upon which the survey is centred, the land drops to between 200 m and 460 m OD. The area is almost exclusively pasture, subdivided into large fields by a Post Medieval dry stone wall field system, to the north, and modern fences to the south. One small area of heather clad heath survives on Pen-y-crug

Two roads cross the survey area. Along the northern edge of the area the mountain road from Lwyngwril to Dolgellau, and to the south the mountain road from Llanegryn to Dolgellau, known as the Ffordd ddu. The two routs join and are as one to the north east of the survey area. Both routes are likely to be of some antiquity. The more northerly road is notable for a number of Prehistoric monuments which occur along it while the Ffordd ddu is associated with local stories of bandits (Davies, 2002, 359).

The survey area crosses the boundary between the Mawddach Landscape of Historic Interest (HLW (GW)14) and the Dyffryn Dysynni Landscape of Historic Interest (HLW (GW)17) (Cadw, 2001). 

Geologically the area is quite varied. Sedimentary mudstone, siltstone, and sandstone deposits are bisected by intrusions of igneous dolerite, gabbro and basalt, and volcanic tuffs. The base of Cwm-llwyd and areas to the north have till deposits (British Geological Survey, 1995).

Archaeologically the locality displays diverse evidence of human occupation from the Prehistoric period to Modern times. Prehistoric ritual activity is represented by the siting of standing stones and burial cairns in the upland areas, notably on Allt-lwyd, and along the route of the Llangelynin to Dolgellau road, along the northern limit of the survey area. Outside the survey area Iron Age hill forts are found at Bird Rock to the south east and Castell y Gaer to the west. Prehistoric settlement and farming activity is known at a number of locations nearby, notably at Craig Tyn-y-cornel. Bryn Seward, and in the lower Dysynni Valley near Gwyddelfynydd. Tywyn is known to have been a 6th century ecclesiastical centre and existed as a town by the 13th century. Castell y Bere to the northeast dates to the 13th century. The post medieval gentry estates of Peniarth and Ynysmaengwyn have also left their mark on the landscape through extensive agricultural improvement and drainage schemes during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

3 Methodology

An initial desk based assessment of the survey area was made by consulting available records at the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, Aberystwyth, the Gwynedd Historic Environment Record, Bangor, the Meirionnydd County Record Office, Dolgellau, and the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. Aerial photographic mapping of the survey area was provided by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales.

All features identified during the desk-based assessment were visited in the field, where possible, to check the site location, to record form, size, extent and condition, and to obtain any additional information. A 30m transect approach was adopted for the fieldwork in order that any features not already identified by desk top survey could be located and recorded. The fieldwork took place over a protracted period between June and December 2007. Fieldwork was only carried out on days with suitable weather conditions.

 Features were located using a hand held Garmin Etrex Summit GPS system using WAAS correction giving a potential accuracy of + or - 2 m. Accuracy was almost exclusively less than 10m. Where, very occasionally, accuracy was lower, locations were checked with reference to topographic features. Information was gathered in the field using a prepared historic landscape recording form in accordance with the requirements for the subsequent inclusion of data into the National Monuments Record of Wales.

A basic photographic record of features was made using a Canon A80 digital camera. Information gathered during the survey formed the basis of a database created in Access and a cartographic record created in Mapinfo. From this summary lists of sites recorded (Appendix1-4) a gazetteer of sites (Appendix 5) and a series of distribution maps of recorded features (Figures 7-10) were produced. 

 4 Desk Top Study Results

The earliest available cartographic evidence for the survey area was the Ordnance Survey 1 inch mapping dating to 1837. This shows a limited amount of enclosure of the upland area, with one enclosure encircling the summit and north western flanks of Pen y Garn, a second adjacent to the road along the lower slopes to the west of Pen y Garn, and a number of apparent boundary walls on the southern slopes of Pen-y-crug, Allt-lwyd, and Twllydarren. A road, which does not appear on subsequent maps, runs across Pen-y-crug and Pen y Garn to join Ffordd ddu (Figure 2).

Tithe maps for the Parishes of Llanegryn and Llangelynin show further division of the uplands with numerous holdings each having an area of upland pasture or sheep walk. Land in the Parish of Llangelynin had numerous owners and tenants and included three blocks of common land (Figure 3). The basic pattern of the holdings can still be seen on a modern map. Land in the Parish of Llanegryn likewise had numerous tenants, but land ownership was dominated by the Penniarth Estate. A surprising number of land divisions are shown only some of which appear on later maps (Figure 4).
Examination of First and Second Edition Ordnance Survey mapping dating to between 1889 and 1901 shows plot divisions comparable to the tithe map. Some additional divisions are seen in the northern half of the area, but to the south few divisions are evident. Tracks and paths crossing the site are to a large extent reflected in those shown on a modern map. A relatively high number of other features are shown. These include marker stones and stone piles along the parish boundaries, trial levels, bench marks, sheepfolds, and two trig points (Figure 5).

Early archaeological investigations of the area are known to have been carried out by W. Wynne Ffoulkes, who in the early 1950’s opened the Goleuwern Cairn (Wynne Ffoulkes, 1952, 65). In his article Ffoulkes mentions opening, with Mr Wynne ( W.W.E. Wynne of the Peniarth Estate), five or six other cairns in the area, but no further details are given. 

Mr Wynne later described these activities thus: “There are several Carneddau in the parish, particularly on the north side, at Goleuwern, another to the south east of that, at Cwm Llwyd, and two to the south again, one of them near to Allt Lwyd, and a very large one on the summit of that height. Some of these were opened many years since by my friend, Mr. Wynne Ffoulkes and myself. In that at Cwm Llwyd, we found a cist about two feet in length, containing burnt bones, and covered with a great stone, the length of which was five feet. At Allt lwyd we also found a cist containing burnt bones, and in the same carn was found, some two years afterwards, one of the usual flint flakes (Wynne, 1879, 133-134) 

Bowen and Gresham recorded the presence of six cairns on Allt-lwyd in the 1960’s (Bowen and Greshham 1967).

Over the years various workers have visited particularly the south and west slopes of Allt-lwyd with the result that the National Monuments Record for Wales holds 13 records for the area, and the Gwynedd Historic Environment Record an additional 33 records for the area (Figure 6).

A pre – afforestation survey carried out by the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust at Cyfannedd, directly to the north east of the current survey area revealed a high concentration of monuments of various dates (Kelly, 1983).
The area was visited as part of a Prehistoric Funerary and Ritual Sites Survey carried out by Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (Smith, 2001). Following this three sites within the area were scheduled as follows (Cadw).

ME 214 (GWY) Allt Lwyd Cairn I

ME 215 (GWY) Allt Lwyd Cairn II

ME 222 (GWY) Twllydarren Roundbarrow

Just beyond the limits of the survey on the south east side of Allt-lwyd is another recently scheduled monument:

ME 213 (GWY)  Allt Lwyd Bronze Age Ritual Complex

5 Field Survey Results

A total of 500 records were created during the Llanegryn Uplands Survey (Figures 7-10). Thirty six sites had been recorded previously, 13 in the NMRW, 23 in the Gwynedd HER. All of the previously recorded sites were checked for location and given new descriptions. A further 10 sites, previously recorded in the Gwynedd HER could not be located. Summary lists of all features recorded by NPRN number is given in Appendix 1, by feature type in Appendix 2, by period in Appendix 3, and by altitude in Appendix 4. Details of all features recorded are given in the gazetteer (Appendix 5) and are summarized below. An index to the photographic record is given in Appendix 6.
5.1. Prehistoric Religious and Ritual Activity 

A number of Prehistoric religious and ritual monuments were already known for this area. In particular a group of significant cairns and a round barrow follow the line of the summits of Allt-lwyd and Twllydarren. Further monuments were spread across the slopes of Allt-lwyd and Cwm-llwyd and a small cluster occurred to the north at Bryn Steward.

The current survey has shown this class of monument to be more widely distributed across the area. Isolated cists and possible standing stones were found in small numbers while stone cairns were commonly found with a particular concentration on the north western slopes of Cwm-llwyd. These cairns tend to be fairly small in size but often have stones suggesting a curb around the perimeter and occasionally the remains of a cist

5.2 Prehistoric Settlement and Farming Activity

Prehistoric settlement and farming activity had previously been recorded across the western slopes of Allt-lwyd and at a single location to the north at Waun Oer. The current survey located a number of sites across the survey area.

At Bryn Seward, to the north, a hut circle (NPRN 271001) and associated field system (NPRN 271014) are probably a continuation of the Bryn Seward settlement (NPRN 302811) just to the north of the survey area (Figure 11). Just south of this a substantial round house (NPRN 271004) and the remnants of an associated field system (NPRN 271006) were also located (Figure 11).

The Waun Oer site (NPRN 211405) consists of a round house with an annex (small enclosure) attached to one side. To the west of this the Cefnfeusydd banked enclosure (NPRN 302776) and associated field system (NPRN 271428) would appear to have at least its origins in the prehistoric period (Figure 12). This site has had at least two subsequent periods of re-use as a stone walled enclosure (NPRN 271429) and then a sheep fold (NPRN 271429), both probably during the post medieval period.

On the western slopes of  Cwm-llwyd two hut circles (NPRN 271221 and 271224 with associated enclosures and paddocks (NPRN 271220 and 271222) appear to form a small cohesive settlement site (Figure 13). While just to a north are the remains of an isolated possible Prehistoric enclosure with hut platform (NPRN 271243) (Figure 8)

At the point where Cwm-llwyd and Allt-lwyd meet two round houses and a circular hut platform are evenly spaced along the 310 m contour (NPRN 271139, 271207, and 271236). The more northerly and best preserved (NPRN 271139) has a small banked enclosure (NPRN 271138) just down slope to the north (Figure 9).

On the western slopes of Allt-lwyd is a cluster of three round houses (NPRN 271276, 271277, and 271278) (Figure 10).

Along the trackway which crosses Allt-lwyd are a roundhouse (NPRN 271464) with nearby enclosure (NPRN 271463) and an isolated roundhouse (NPRN 302775) (Figure 10).

Sites, previously recorded on the south west slopes of Allt-lwyd included NPRN 302742 described previously as an enclosed settlement but surviving today as an isolated roundhouse and NPRN 302744, described previously as a hut circle and enclosure but surviving today as a sub rectangular platform of indeterminate date and function only. Nearby is NPRN 271301, an isolated roundhouse site (Figure10).

On the eastern edge of the survey area were recorded a hut circle (NPRN 271474) and associated bank (NPRN 271473). These features are likely to be associated with Craig Tyn-y-cornel settlement just to the east of the survey area (NPRN 302832) (Figure 9).

5.3 Medieval Settlement and Farming Activity

Medieval settlement and farming activity was located at a number of locations across the survey area. A long hut and associated hut, with a second long hut were found on the western slopes of Pen y Garn (NPRN 271057, 271058, and 271061) (Figure 8).

At the western limit of the survey area within Cwm-llwyd is a long hut with associated hut, sitting within what remains of a large rectangular enclosure and with a field system of smaller paddocks to the west (NPRN 271370, 271371, 271163, 271362, Figure 14). On the other side of the Afon Dyffryn to the north another long hut was located (NPRN 271378).

Adjacent to the river within Cwm llwyd a hut (NPRN 271187 ) with two small apparently associated animal pens (NPRN 271188 and 271189) were located. Nearby another very disrupted structure within an enclosure is possibly a long hut (NPRN 271215). Two linear boundary banks (NPRN 271186 and 271197) appear to mark out a plot of land perhaps associated with these features (Figure 15). These banks appear to reflect boundaries shown on the 1841 Tithe map but would appear to be much older based on field evidence. 

Medieval activity is also seen on Allt-lwyd where a number of sections of boundary bank running north east to south west mark out some significant linear land divisions (NPRN 27186, 271341, 271351, 271363 and 271249). At the north western limit of these boundaries two sections of a curving bank define a large oval enclosure (NPRN 271271 and 271268). At the south western limit of these boundaries a possible long hut (NPRN 271305) is situated adjacent to boundary bank NPRN 27130. A long house and hut (NPRN 271469, 271356) are situated close to the track, which runs across Allt-lwyd. Just south of these is evidence of ridge and furrow (NPRN 271285) and further south again a group of pillow mounds (NPRN 271313, 271314, 271317, 271318, 271319)

A number of miscellaneous platforms and the remnants of small structures surviving only as earthworks were recorded across the survey area. Some of these may belong to the Medieval period although they were difficult to assign either date or precise function in the field.

A particular type small structure, interpreted as sheep pens, are generally oval in shape, survive as rings of earth fast stones and are seen only along the northern edge of the survey area. These would appear to be possibly earlier than the clearly Post medieval pens and therefore be Medieval but it is difficult to be sure. 

5.4 Post Medieval Settlement and Farming Activity

To the west at Bodwylan are the remains of a farmstead of Post medieval date ( NPRN 271470). The ruins of a dwelling and adjacent barn sit on the eastern edge of a system of small fields. Two further field barns are seen within the fields. Neither the fields nor associated buildings appear on the 1837 Ordnance Survey map, but do appear on the Ordnance Survey First Edition map of 1889.

To the east and north of Bodwylan the mountain has been divided into a number of large fields enclosed by dry stone built walls. A few of these are evident on the 1837 Ordnance Survey map, most are evident on the Ordnance Survey map of 1889. 

A number of other boundary walls and banks towards the periphery of the survey area to the east and south are thought to represent the formal boundary between the farm land and the open land in the Post Medieval period.

Features associated specifically with Post Medieval sheep farming are one of the most commonly occurring across the site. Sheep folds and pens occur numerously right across the site, although their distribution is more concentrated within Cwm-Llwyd and across the slopes to the north west of Pen y Garn. Occasionally a sequence is seen whereby a sheepfold has been constructed directly above an earlier feature (NPRN 271210, 271180) suggesting occasional but not extensive re-use of sites. 

Two sheep washing areas are locatated on the Afon Dyffryn (NPRN 271122 and 271373).

In one instance a small dwelling (NPRN 271158) perhaps a shepherds hut has been built over by a sheep pen (NPRN 271158).

5.5 Transport

There is a fairly extensive network of trackways crossing the area. Focussed mainly on access in and out of Cwm-llwyd for both agricultural and industrial purposes in the Post medieval period although it is likely that some routes have earlier origins.

Other features associated with transport include a slab built foot bridge at Bodwlan (NPRN 271453), a stone bridge crossing a stream at Waen Oer (NPRN 271399), and an earth causeway, which may once have led to a bridge crossing the Afon Dyffryn in Cwn-llwyd (NPRN 271399).
5.6 Stone Quarrying Activity

Quarrying activity, for stone, is seen commonly across the survey area quarries are mostly relatively small cuts into the hill slope with spoil dumped nearby. This is thought to represent small scale local use of stone in the Post Medieval period for the construction of walls and other structures.

5.7 Slate Quarrying Activity

Slate quarries were recorded at ten locations, five of which are sites consisting of a number of elements. Of these three are located in Cwm-llwyd and two at Bodwylan. Each site has a level with associated spoil heaps. The largest site, the Peniarth Slate Quarry (NPRN 402787) has three spoil heaps, a quarry building (caban) linked to the level via a path, an additional trial level, and a drain which diverts stream water away from the main level. Nearby NPRN 271144 shows some signs of mechanisation with fragments of metalwork surviving while NPRN 271143 has a turning platform and possible associated tramway suggesting a level of sophistication.

Slate quarrying activity dates exclusively to the Post Medieval period and more specifically to the second half of the 19th century perhaps continuing into the beginning of the twentieth century. The workings in some instances appear to have included at least some underground working (NPRN 271102, 271104, 271120) but are not extensive.  

5.8 Peat Cutting

Peat cutting was recorded formally at two locations on the western slopes of Allt-lwyd only where fairly extensive cutting was observed (NPRN 271275 and 271282). Hints of similar activity were aslo seen elsewhere. The date of the activity is unknown.

5.9 Unclassified Mounds

Twenty three unclassified small earth mounds were recorded across the survey areas but with two clusters seen at Bryn Seward and on the western slopes of Allt-lwyd. The function and date of these features is not known.

5.10 Clearance Activity

Thirty individual clearance cairns and five clearance cairn groups were recorded across the survey area. This activity is seen commonly on lower land around the fringes of the survey area and is associated for the most part with post medieval and modern land improvement activities. 

Some clearance cairns may relate to earlier activity, for example a group of cairns (NPRN 271426) associated with the Cefnfeusydd field system and enclosure, and those associated with the Bryn Seward prehistoric field system (NPRN 271006).
5.11 Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous recorded features include: A triangulation point (NPRN 271067) on top of Pen y Garn. A marker cairn (NPRN 271068) on top of Pen y Garn and disturbed for the positioning of the triangulation point. A pond (NPRN 271325) probably for watering stock. A possible shooting stand (NPRN 271250), takes the form of a large hole dug into a burial cairn, which appears too large to simply be a robbing pit.
5.12 Environmental Potential

The potential for peat deposits suitable for environmental sampling was tested during the survey. Potentially suitable peat deposits were found at six locations (Figure 15). At three of these, deposits to a depth of more than 0.5 m were noted. At the other three, deposits to a depth of more than 1 m were noted.

5.13 Value of Air Photo Mapping

Whilst undertaking the survey reference was made to air photo mapping carried out in advance of the project by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales. The mapping proved to be of limited value to the project. A number of features plotted were of natural origin and for some features plotted there was no evidence in the field. The number of features plotted on the air photographic mapping was low in comparison to the number recorded on the ground. Many of the sites recorded during the fieldwork however, were quite subtle features on the ground and only likely to have shown on air photographs under particular conditions.

6
Discussion
The concentration of recorded features in the Llanegryn Uplands is generally speaking quite high with the majority of recorded features, 75%, located between 250 m and 350 m OD. The survey revealed, however, distributional concentrations, which relate partly to the selection of specific locations for the positioning of features, but which are influenced by topography and differential survival levels linked to agricultural land improvement activities, both historic and modern.

Marked areas of a lower concentration of features on the western slopes of Esgair Berfa and Twllydarren can be explained partly by a combination of the steep slope, and past land improvement. Likewise lower concentrations to the north west across parts of Pen y Garn and Pen-y-crug can be perhaps partly explained by the creation of a series of Post Medieval pastures enclosed by stone walls which, towards the edge of the survey area has included extensive stone clearance evidenced by large numbers of clearance cairns. 

There is a marked concentration of features on the western slopes of Cwm–llwyd and stretching out across the northern and western slopes of Allt-lwyd. Features relate to a mixture of Prehistoric ritual activity and Prehistoric, Medieval and Post Medieval Settlement and Farming Activity. This perhaps reflects the greater accessibility of this area lying, as is it does, adjacent to a trackway, which passes through the base of the valley. Within this area, however, the survival of monuments is notably poorer on the western edge were significant land improvement is evident. The eastern, steeper slopes of Cwm-llwyd are dominated by Post Medieval slate quarrying activity.

Another concentration of activity is seen to the north in the Bryn Seward area. An area, which is both more gently sloping and has escaped improvement. This area of activity, again of a mixture of types and dates, is adjacent to an old route between Llwyngwril and Dolgellau, already associated with a number of significant monuments.

Findings from those areas where concentrations are high suggest a fairly intensive use of the land for agricultural and settlement purposes from the Prehistoric period onwards. During the Prehistoric Period this appears quite closely associated with religious and ritual activity with a distribution of burial cairns, which to some extent mirrors the agricultural, and settlement activity. More formal organisation and subdivision of these large tracts of land into upland pastures with associated dwellings appears to have its origins during the Medieval period. As today sheep husbandry appears to have been a significant activity from at least the Medieval period onwards. Sheepfolds, sheep pens and other small miscellaneous structures were commonly recorded although assigning a precise function and date was in some instances particularly problematic in the field.  
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