Penderyn, Hirwaun. Powys.      Survey 2
An Archaeological Survey of Cwm Cadlan-Cefn Sychbant-Mynydd y Glog

Introduction

This is the second detailed survey in the southern Brecon Beacons following on from the first (Cefn Cadlan-Pant y Gadair) of the region to the east of Penderyn, where many new sites have been identified, recorded and others amended since the initial surveys by RCAHMW (1997, 245-247) and Makepeace (2006, 122-123).

The author has been able to extend greatly the number of archaeological sites since the initial surveys (RACHMW 1997; Makepeace 2006) by conducting a very detailed and concentrated survey spanning the periods from the Early Bronze Age to the post-Medieval. This detailed survey has shown various concentrations of archaeological sites, mostly, appearing to be related to burial practices and to pastoral activities of the area. Because of the profusion of some sites into clusters, it has been difficult to identify individual monuments as recorded in the HER (SMR)’s as to their exact location (Grid reference), with many duplications, and others are not in the location given on the HER (SMR). Now all sites in the area (hopefully) have now been placed on the ‘Area Map’ in their precise location by using Garmin (10 digit) ETrex GPS. Other than where indicated, all sites are new. Most of the survey was carried out during late Winter-early Spring and then expanded where appropriate and recorded in detail.
The main physical characteristics of the area can be divided in to three. The valley of Cwm Cadlan-Pant Sychbant lies between the main ridge of Cefn Sychbant (400m OD to the north, and the slopes of Mynydd y Glog (380mOD) to the south. The lowest area lies to the west in Cwm Cadlan. (300m OD). The geology is mainly Carboniferous Limestone, with some Old Red Sandstone. The whole area has been subject to glacial action which has left a large amount of glacial till/moraine especially in the valley and on the valley sides. Occasionally there are large Old Red Sandstone isolated boulder erratics lying on the valley sides, as well as large amounts of glacial till/moraine towards the west, especially in Cwm Cadlan. The valley of Cwm Cadlan-Pant Sychbant had been glacially eroded, is now subjected to underground movement of the surface water causing sink holes/swallow holes to be formed. Earlier sink holes can be seen on the northern flanks of Mynydd y Glog and the area along Pant Sychbant. The largest sink hole is Ogof Fawr where the Nant Cadlan sinks before reappearing lower down the valley. Spring lines occur along the slopes of Cefn Sychbant and Cwm Cadlan. At the eastern head of Pant Sychbant is a col which overlooks Cwm Taf, originally being formed by the overspill of glacial ice from the Taff Glacier moving westward. Today, peat covers the sides and hollows of Cefn Sychbant and the upper slopes and valley sides of Pant Sychbant.

Cefn Sychbant clearly shows a high concentration of burial or ritual activity as evidenced from the abundant cairns and ring cairns, all of varying sizes, around its slopes. It is only on the western and south-western slopes of Cefn Sychbant where there appears to be more concentrated activity related to prehistoric clearance-farming. This is also exemplified by the number of enclosures-house sites on the northern flanks of Mynydd y Glog.
The distinction between the prehistoric banks/walls and the medieval/post medieval walls are relatively clear. The prehistoric banks/walls appear to be all composed of boulder foundations with stone rubble making up the bank whilst that of the medieval-post medieval walls are of varying coursed construction from smaller stones to larger blocks laid in courses. The more solid constructions are of the latter type and therefore would appear to be very late, c.18-19th century in date.

The main sites.

Map 1
Nant Cadlan      Early Bronze Age Enclosures    c.SN97400955 



(GAM, 2006/7)
Lying on the hillslope on a broad sloping terrace are the remains of four enclosures with their house/hut sites. They form a small collective group in the lee of Mynydd y Glog and lying on a gentle slope above the Nant Cadlan. Though most of the enclosing boulder banks are not continuous, this suggests that other means of closing the spaces between the gaps was used. The areas within these enclosures appear to have been cleared of the larger stones probably to improve the pasture within them. These enclosures may have acted as pens or folds, as they have the house/hut sites constructed outside of the enclosing bank or form part of the whole. These are perhaps the best preserved house/hut sites in the area showing their form and construction. This collective group forms an exceptional site, perhaps indicating a pastoral role where animals were kept sheltered (at night) or used as folds as a collecting centres before moving the animals down the valley to their winter locations.  

Map 2
Nant Cadlan (Pant Sychbant)   
c.SN97000966  


(Prehistoric-Medieval/Post Medieval) 
A complex site, that appears to consist of three medieval house sites, cairns and linear boulder banks.

The linear boulder banks and ‘clearance’ cairns are probably prehistoric in origin (Early Bronze Age) and formed part of the Cwm Cadlan-Nant Cadlan extensive settlement activity. These appear to have been utilised by later medieval-post medieval activity.

The prehistoric element consists of the horse-shoe enclosure and the west-easterly linear boulder bank, partly robbed out in places, together with the cairns which may or nor be burial or clearance.

The later medieval-post medieval activity is in the form of three house sites which have been inserted into the earlier enclosures. This is not unusual to have multi-phased usage on the same site. This was also recorded in the initial survey, Cefn Cadlan-Pant y Gadair.

The medieval house sites vary in size and form.
PRN (HER/SMR) GM520:01321:01232:84531







(GAM 2006/7)
House 1
SN9705709672
c.10 x 5.0m
with two divisions forming three ‘rooms or 







areas’ with a small extension to the west.
House 2
SN9701309632
c.11 x 7.5m
complex house site with three internal walls 







forming three ‘rooms or areas’ either side of a  






central entrance. 
House 3
SN9697609617
c.9.5 x 5m
with a single division forming two ‘rooms’ and 






an open ‘court’.
To the north of house 2 is a small built up platform now partly destroyed by slumping.

Map 3
Wern Las, Cwm Cadlan.
Early Bronze Age Field Clearance and 


Burial Site
c.SN96750980
PRN (HER/SMR) 546. (GAM 2006/7)
The site lies between the two small valleys that run into the main Nant Cadlan-Pant Sychbant at the very western end of the ridge coming down from Cefn Sychbant. The site can be described as having two main archaeological features: one are the burial cairns and two, are the ‘field’ systems/enclosures and related clearance.

The Burial Cairns (PRN 546)
There are two ring cairns, one c.5m (SN09849673) and the other c.5.0 x 6.0m (SN09849678). Both have had later additional clearance material ‘dumped’ on them, masking parts of their original form. It is therefore difficult to assess as to whether these ring cairn have been disturbed in any way but they are substantial structures in having curb stones around the perimeter in places. Here burial and farming practices can be seen side by side and form an integral part of the Early Bronze Age farming landscape as seen in many other parts of the country.

The ‘Field’ System, Enclosures and Clearance. (GAM)
These are perhaps the remnants of field systems that formerly stretched down the valley. They were perhaps preserved due to them being on the very edge of the latest enclosed land adjoining the common. Only moderate, late clearance appears to have been carried out to improve the pasture-grazing in places. As the soils here are thin, this has had limited cultivation, except for improving the pasture for grazing.

The field pattern is a series of criss-crossing curve-linear boulder banks and clearance cairns. There appears to have been some later removal of the larger stones probably being used in the later enclosure walls, but the core or bases of these banks remain in most places. Only one hut site/circle has been located to the east, overlooking the rest of the landscape. Outside of this immediate area to the east, along the flanks of Cefn Sychbant, are areas of clearance and the remains of other curve-linear banks which probably formed part of this Early Bronze Age pastoral landscape.

Also there is evidence for possible early clearance around Cae’r Arglwydd area, where there are clearance cairns and linear boulder banks. Also two burnt mounds have been recorded in the immediate area on the flanks of Cefn Sychbant at SN97201015 and SN98001010 (RCAHMW 1997).   


Map 4
Nant Cadlan Enclosure (Wern Las) 
SN96450957 (GAM 2006/7)
This is a horse-shoe shaped enclosure c.17 x 17m. 300m OD, lying on the hillslope above Nant Cadlan. It’s form is a massive boulder/stoney bank, c.1.0-1.2m in height encircling an area 9 x 11m with an entrance to the west. There are no vestiges of a curb or retaining stones, but the large amount of stone involved in its construction is enormous. As yet, there are no immediate indications as to what this enclosure could have been used for. It’s size would appear to have been a considerable undertaking just for a fold. The other possibility is that it sheltered a number of house sites. There is a rough, part circular shape (c.4m), cut into the southern bank that may suggest a house/hut site. Today, there are a number of springs that issue to the north-east of the enclosure causing a boggy-wet area but this could be due to later changes in the natural drainage patterns, impeding drainage. Whatever reason, this enclosure clearly demonstrates a considerable undertaking. 

Map 5

Twyn y Glog – Bobwigiad (Perderyn)

Ring Cairn
SN9602408805
Early Bronze Age
(GAM)



To the south of Twyn y Glog and lying on a limestone terrace above a small 


stream is a ring cairn. This is 10 x 11m in diameter composed mainly of 



limestone blocks. On the western side are larger stones forming a curb in 



places. 
The width of the stoney ring varies from c.1.5 – 2.5m and it’s height 


is rather low, c 0.1-0.2.5m. 

Enclosure/Fold 1
SN9529008020
Post-Medieval




This is an oval enclosure c.52 x 42m composed of a coursed tumbled down 


boulder wall c.0.6-0.7m in height. The present wall/tumble varies from 2.0-


4.0m in thickness. There appears to be three entrances into the enclosure but 


the southern one may be a later/modern breach as there is a great deal of 



stone and earth piled on both sides of this ‘entrance’. The site is covered by 


dense dead bracken making it difficult to identify some of the features in 



detail. Internally, the area is relatively cleared of stone and it would appear to 


have been ploughed at a later date.

Enclosure/Fold 2
SN9558508233
Post-Medieval




An oval enclosure, c.22 x 25m, composed of a coursed tumbled down 



boulder wall c.0.5-0.6m in height, very similar to enclosure 1. The density of 


dead bracken here makes it more difficult to identify any of the main 



features.

The use of these large enclosures (1 & 2) may suggest that they were holding pounds for sheep or cattle either for sorting out ready for movement to the market towns or for sorting the lambs/calves or both. It would appear that this landscape was certainly geared to a pastoral role and that the archaeological remains are evidence of this activity.

Around both these sites are areas of clearance (piles of stones), but as to the date of these clearances, it is difficult to be precise. Some of the clearance stones are piled against some of the trees suggesting a very late post-medieval clearance. Possibly associated with this activity are hut sites at SN9562008131 and SN9537908015, together with a number of earlier sheep folds c.SN956081 constructed along the old enclosure field boundary (see Map 5).

Pant Sychbant     -     Other Archaeological Sites
1
Pant Sychbant Prehistoric Site

SN99500985
(CADW BR166)

Excavations by Burke (1962:1966) were conducted in an area slightly to the northwest of 
the large cairn located on the edge of the forestry area and the stream (see Main Map). The 
main archaeological evidence ranged from the Mesolithic through until the early Bronze 
Age. Most of 
this was in the form of flint artefacts, mainly scrapers, arrowheads (leaf, 
barbed and tanged), knives and blades (some backed). There were a few pottery sherds but 
as these were fragmentary, only a general date could be assigned ie., Neolithic-Early Bronze 
Age. The longevity of the use of this site suggests that it was a preferred ‘local’ for many 
years, culminating with the erection of a large cairn 
(Burke 1962;1966).
2
Pant Sychbant Enclosure

Prehistoric-Post Medieval
SN99600975






(CADW BR166)

Close to the above (see Main Map), there is an oval boulder/banked enclosure set within the 
Forestry Area 
and partially damaged by tree planting machinery. Within this enclosure 
there appears to be at least two phases of occupation in the form of building remains. The 
northern building is rectangular (longhouse) with an additional building to the south. Other 
features show 
possible buildings to the north-west abutting the enclosing bank and another 
to the east and 
south within the enclosure. The boulder walled enclosure could be late 
prehistoric in origin.
3
Mynydd y Glog – Nant Sychbant (Late Enclosure – Post Medieval)
SN97250957  (GAM 2006)

A rectangular enclosure boulder walled enclosure with house site. The enclosure is c.10 x 
15 x 17.5m in size. The house site is c.5.5m roughly circular backed against the north-
western enclosure wall/bank. The house site appears to be of coursed stonework as is part of 
the northern boundary bank with an entrance in the north-eastern corner. There are two 
walls/banks running uphill from the northern wall/bank that are composed of limestone 
blocks/stone. The northern wall appears to have been constructed of coursed limestone 
block similar to the house site. Whether this is a reused earlier enclosure is difficult to say 
but it was probably later used as a fold or pound. Close by are small quarries that are likely 
to be associated with the lime kiln remains, lying to the north-west.

4
Pant Sychbant, Prehistoric, later House/Hut Sites or Shelters (Post Medieval) 


These can be divided into two:


i
Prehistoric
SN0001510580   (GAM 2006)


There is a large circular boulder-walled enclosure c.14m diameter with evidence of 

possible other features inside, but due to the high density of the dead bracken it is 


difficult to establish what these features may be, even when surveyed in winter. The 

construction is reminiscent of other prehistoric enclosures and may be related to the 

overall early Bronze Age activity. There are two smaller cairns closeby 



(c.SN000301555)

ii
Later Smaller Shelters/Hut Sites
(GAM 2006/7)


There are a number of these very late hut sites or shelters in the area (shepherd huts). 

All of these sites/shelters are similar in construction, being formed of coursed 


walling with small entrance. They vary only slightly from c.2.5-4.0m 



square/rectangular though some are slightly larger. 




The largest concentration lies towards the east near the col on the slope of Cefn 


Sychbant, c.SN10001050, close to other later sites and prehistoric activity. A few of 

these have been constructed within or at the side of the large cairns. Other hut 


sites/shelters are located around the valley (see area map).


SN9680609332
part damaged

SN9693709520
4 x 4m



SN9964210410
2 x 3m in cairn
SN0007210550
3 x 2m


SN0018610620
2 x 5m


SN9843609448
5 x 7m



SN9818909651
2 x 4m in cairn
SN97490969

3 x 3m



SN9896410158
4 x 4m


SN9890610272
3 x 3m side/cairn


SN9820970

3 x 3m in cairn

iii
Later Larger House Sites (GAM 2006/7)


SN0002010678
Complex site, with small house/hut site to the east with 





additional angular coursed walls/buildings to the west in what 




appears to be a pen or enclosure with further walls.


SN9997810623
Complex of angular coursed walls of which part may be a 





house site with associated pen.


Both sites are in thick/dense dead bracken.

Discussion
As with Survey 1 (Cefn Cadlan-Pant y Gadair), the terrain is the key to understanding the archaeology of the area. The higher upland areas are associated with prehistoric ritual-burial monuments, such as cairns and rings cairns, whilst the lower slopes and valley terraces carry both burial and associated pastoral-agricultural practices. This is again reinforced by later medieval and post-medieval activities. 

The Early Bronze Age sites generally show boulder-walled enclosures with house sites (hut circles) with other hut circles in more isolated positions higher up the valley (Pant Sychbant). Similar sites were also reused later by Medieval-Post Medieval agricultural practices, probably for exactly the same reasons as carried out during the Early Bronze Age. Flocks and herds of sheep and cattle could be allowed to graze on the uplands during the Spring-Autumn periods and then moved down the valley to their Winter quarters in Cwn Cadlan. The upland enclosures could have been used as folds during the night, or as places where they could be rounded up and penned for movement down valley.

The Early Bronze Age fields systems and clearances near Wern Las and Cae’r Arglwydd may be indicators of these practices, both agricultural and pastoral. What remains today are the vestiges of a farming activity that utilised the uplands, mainly for pastoral activities. The remains of house sites and enclosures reflect this process which certainly expanded during the early Bronze Age and continued into the later prehistoric phases. It also demonstrates the movement into the uplands during this phase possibly suggesting a more settled environment.        

The area of Cefn Sychbant therefore shows a more concentrated period of expansion and a settled period of activity by the remains that are left today. The concentration of prehistoric remains in this area, seem to reflect this as a period of a settled environment with pastoral activities integrated with that of ritual and burial. Here, perhaps are some of the best early Bronze Age remains in the region. The later medieval-post medieval agricultural-pastoral practices also reflecting the movement to the uplands during the warmer climatic phase. Some of these later sites (SN97000966; SN97250957) may have had a dual role, such as those in Nant Cadlan, where pastoral activities may have been associated with limestone quarrying and lime burning.
References

Burke T W


1962
An Area of Prehistoric Activity in S.Brecknock.





BBCS 19, 165-166.

Burke T W


1966
Excavations at Pant Sychbant, Penderyn (Breckn), BBCS, 22, 




78-87.
Makepeace G A

2006
The Prehistoric Archaeology of Settlement in Southeast 





Wales and the Borders. BAR 427 Brit. Ser.

RCAHMW


1997
Brecknock. Later Prehistoric Monuments and Unenclosed 





Settlements to 1000AD

Dr G A Makepeace

Ty Wen

Llangenny

Crickhowell

Powys NP8 1HA

